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EDITORIAL 

Once again we are all trying to get back to normal life, but Covid is still with us 

and as is becoming clear will be with us for many more years. All Covid 

regulations in England have now been removed, sadly for political rather than 

scientific reasons. Mercifully most people in our area continue to behave 

sensibly by social distancing and mask wearing so hopefully we won’t see the 

NHS overwhelmed again. And of course it must be time to start the promised 

Public Enquiry into the government’s handling of the pandemic! 

We are now recovering from the biggest storm to hit Southern England since The 

Great Storm of 1987. After the initial shock of trees blowing down and ridge tiles 

flying off the roof, the main problem in Langrish and Ramsdean was loss of 

power for 12 hours. However we were fortunate that we weren’t off for much 

longer; many villages in our area such as East Meon were off for 48 hours. Many 

thanks as usual to the Luff family for clearing our roads and SESB for keeping us 

informed: they even provided a free burger van in East Meon serving free hot 

food.  

I have been asked if we can return to producing printed copies of The Squeaker. 

Unfortunately we no longer have access to free printing at the East Meon 

vicarage so a full print run is probably too expensive for us to consider. Please 

could you email me soonest if you have any feelings on this as The Friends next 

committee meeting is on 1 March.  

Ian Wesley February 2022 

 

 

Our thanks to the following contributors:- 

 

Articles and Suggestions 

Julie Blackwell, Sue Croft, Louise Denby, Philippa Good, David Mowlam, Gary 

Mugford, Robina Talbot-Ponsonby, Betty and Ian Wesley. 

Pictures 

Nicola Jordan, John Paterson, Joy Sang, Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby, Ian Wesley 



6 

 

PARISH AND COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Parish Council has met twice since the publication of the last Squeaker on 

27 September and 8 November 2021. 

Planning 

SDNP/21/06178/FUL | Lower House Farm, Ramsdean Road | Replacement dwelling and agricultural barn 

following demolition of existing dwelling, associated outbuildings, and two agricultural barns. Change of use 

of part of farmyard to domestic curtilage. 

 

The Parish Council made no objection. 

SDNP/21/05503/FUL Field to The South West of Stroud Bridge Cottage Ramsdean Road Stroud Petersfield Hampshire 
Permanent siting of two mobile agricultural buildings and associated works including hard standing and landscaping. 

 

We did object strongly to this application as follows: 

“Until Spring 2021 this field was part of an agricultural business run by the 

previous owner of the farm. The new owner of the farm sold just this one field to 

Miss Twine, the applicant, who, as stated in her planning application has since 

used the field for the sole purpose of keeping horses. 

This is therefore no longer part of an agricultural business. The horses cannot 

graze in the field all year round because the field is too wet; they will have to be 

kept in the stabling over winter and be fed concentrates. The applicant should 

therefore be applying for change of use to equestrian rather than agricultural 

use, which it has been for at least the last one hundred years. 

If this application were to be granted, it would change the whole nature of the 

landscape. It was always in an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and is now in 

the South Downs National Park and the stable, already built, has attracted 

comments of dismay from local people that such a solitary building should blight 

the landscape. There is concern that should this planning application be passed, 

then this will set a precedent for further equestrian applications resulting from 

the sale of Agricultural Land by the new landowner. 

For this application to be considered as part of a farm business, the applicant 

should be registered with the Rural Payments Agency and have an agricultural 

holding number. If this is not the case, then there is no economic benefit as 

stated in the application. This is not a business that will either generate money 

or employment for the local community other than for the care of two horses. It 

is our understanding that if EHDC believe that this is an agricultural business, 
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then the buildings should be built 400m away from domestic housing. In this 

case it is 290m away from the nearest house. 

The Applicant says that the field is in flood zone 1. It is known that agricultural 

land above the field is designated as zone 3. It is also known that during periods 

of heavy rain this field is unsuitable for cattle to graze, because of depth of lying 

water in the field. It will therefore be impossible for horses to remain on the land 

without causing damage to the soil infrastructure. 

Finally agricultural field shelters do not have doors and are fully mobile so that 

they can move with the movement of farm animals; this not the case for the 

buildings in this application.” 

We are pleased that the council’s Landscape Architect agreed with us in his 

submission on the application and thank our EHDC councillor Rob Mocatta for 

asking the planning committee to pay a site visit before making a decision.  We 

await their decision with interest! 

Ramsdean Green 

We have installed a ring of low posts around The Green to stop vehicles parking 

on the grass. This has met with widespread approval from the majority residents 

of Ramsdean but opposition from some of the residents in Pond Cottages who 

believe it restricts their parking options. Our 6 month trial period runs to the 

end of March and will be reviewed at our next Parish Council meeting.  

Roger Deadman memorial  

  

We have planted a 

copper beech tree, one 

of Roger’s favourites, on 

Langrish Meadow in his 

memory. It was lovely 

that Sylvia was there to 

witness it along with 

Roger’s brother and his 

wife as well as Philip, 

Cliff and Elaine.  
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Langrish Village playground 

Thanks to a generous grant from Rob Mocatta, our 

EHDC and county councillor, we have installed a set of 

monkey bars to expand the play equipment in the 

playground at Reeds Meadow.  

They are a little taller than we intended but we are 

going to see how they are used before taking any 

action to lower them. Please let us know what you or 

your children/grandchildren think of them! 

We are considering a further expansion of the 

equipment in 2023 as there is a new generation of 

young children emerging in Langrish and Ramsdean. 

Footpaths and Rights of Way  

Our footpaths are in reasonable condition although somewhat muddy after 

recent rain. BOATS however remain a problem. Temporary restrictions are now 

in place on many of our BOATS although this doesn’t seem to bother the motor 

cyclists who just ignore them. Really they are best avoided by walkers at the 

moment which makes a joke of their designation as “open to all traffic”. Please 

see the article from BEAM (Byways Environmental Action Group) on a chance to 

do something about it. 

Roads 

We have made an urgent request to Hampshire County Council in December to 

get the road markings on the C28 repainted, particularly on the corner around 

Home Farm. Traffic races through there at high speed; it’s an accident waiting to 

happen! Nothing has yet happened.  

A reminder: anyone can report a problem on one of our roads using this 

website: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems 

Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting of the Parish Council is on Monday 4th April 2022 

at the Cowshed, Barrow Hill Barns. We are very grateful to the Luffs for allowing 

us to use this venue for our meetings. 

Ian Wesley 
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LANGRISH AND RAMSDEAN FRIENDS 

Our December meeting provoked a 

range of emotions; happiness and 

celebration that so many of us were 

meeting together for the first time 

for some months, sharing a lovely 

meal in the warm and welcoming 

surroundings of Langrish House. 

But also sadness and nostalgia as it 

was the final Friends event at 

Langrish House, with the always 

warm and welcoming Nigel and 

Robina Talbot Ponsonby as hosts. During the evening we made a  presentation 

to the TPs to thank them for all the years they have hosted our events. 

Our first Friends meeting of 2022, 

and the first event in our new 

home, The Cowshed, Barrowhill 

Barns, was held at on Thursday 

17th February. We enjoyed an 

illustrated talk by Peter Ball on 

the history of The Meon Valley 

Railway, preceded by wine and 

nibbles and an opportunity to 

have a chat. We are very pleased 

to have a venue in the village 

where we can hold Friends events and we extend our sincere thanks to Graham 

and Debbie Luff for their support.   

Future events  

Thursday, 17th March 

AGM preceded by a 2 course meal, details of which will be circulated shortly. 

Please do support this meeting if you possibly can as we would like to have your 

ideas for future Friends events and activities.  

Thursday, April 21st  

A Friends meeting at The Cowshed with a talk and a meal. 



10 

 

Date to be arranged  

A village walk followed by afternoon tea; date depends on the flowering of the 

bluebells!  

Sunday 5th June  

The annual Village Lunch 3 months earlier than usual to coincide with the 

celebration of Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond jubilee. Once again this will be held  

on the Church field. Further details will follow but please keep this date free. 

Litter Picking 

A reminder that the litter pickers are available for to use from Pitts Farm in 

Langrish and The Old Chapel in Ramsdean. 

Betty Wesley 

 

URGENT! OPPORTUNITY TO END OFF ROADING ON BOATS  

Dear supporters of BEAM, we have an opportunity to make our voice heard.  

The Government (DEFRA) has issued a public consultation, via a survey, on its 

response to the Glover Landscape Review 2019, especially on “Protected Areas” 

including the South Downs National Park. The survey has questions that allow 

the respondent to call for the ban of recreational motor vehicles on BOATs 

We have until April 9th to complete the online survey (see link below), so we are 

urging you to take this opportunity, which may not come again and may result in 

a much needed change in legislation. 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/future-landscapes-strategy/government-response-to-the-landscapes-review/ 

The Glover Report and the Government’s response are both available online, 

although it is not necessary to read them to complete relevant sections of the 

survey. The online survey form itself is straightforward to complete.   

It is not necessary to complete all the sections, they can be left blank. The 

crucial section is some way through, under the heading “Managing visitor 

pressures”; questions 13-16. Please tick the appropriate boxes in this section, 

even if you leave the other sections blank. In these questions it is also important 

to give your reasons in the expanded boxes. We’ve given an example of 

responses to questions 13 and 16 below.  

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/future-landscapes-strategy/government-response-to-the-landscapes-review/
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Question 13 “Do you support any of the following… Traffic Regulation Orders to 

control the type and amount of traffic on roads….Please give reasons for your 

reply” 

Yes. I am a regular walker in the South Downs National Park. The BOATs are 

being severely damaged by motorbikes. There are deep, unsightly ruts, in some 

places 1 metre deep, made by motorbike tyres. Remedial works by Hampshire 

County Council and temporary restriction orders have not solved the problem.  

It gets worse as more bikes come (in greater numbers since Covid), often in 

groups.  Bikes come at speed, which is dangerous and destroys tranquillity. The 

anticipation of bikes coming down a track causes stress and wrecks the 

enjoyment of walkers, cyclists and riders. I know of people who have fallen in 

the ruts, one of whom had to be hospitalised. Some walkers do not use the 

BOATs anymore. Taxpayers’ money is wasted on temporary repairs; motorbikes 

cause the deep ruts to reopen. I strongly support TROs to prohibit motorbikes as 

motorcyclists are a small minority spoiling the beauty of the area, causing 

environmental damage and damaging the peace for the majority of users. There 

is a conflict of use: the concept of a byway open to ALL traffic is not working. 

16 “Should we legislate to restrict the use of motor vehicles…. 

Yes. Motor vehicles destroy unsealed unclassified roads, damage the natural 

environment and spoil the peace of the countryside for other users.  In some 

places they are a danger to other users. Voluntary restraints do not work.  Even 

during lockdown with temporary barriers in place, motorcyclists tore down the 

barriers and continued to use the BOATs around Butser in the SDNP. For the 

reasons given above: tranquillity, danger, severe erosion, damage to the 

amenity and nature, we should legislate to prevent recreational motor vehicles 

using BOATs. 

Please join us in making our voice heard to government. 

Thank you, BEAM team 
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CHURCH MATTERS 

Last year was a mixed bag. On the down side we had Covid restrictions that 

curtailed worship, stopped us singing for much of the time and then our vicar, 

Revd Jane Ball left to take up her appointment at Christ’s Hospital School.  On 

the up side however we were able to work outdoors to improve the look of the 

churchyard and return it to its parkland setting in time to celebrate the 150th 

anniversary of the consecration of the building in 1871.  That was a marvellous 

weekend in September with Vox Cantab’s concert on the Saturday and the 

anniversary service followed by the village lunch on Sunday. 

We do not know how long we will be without an incumbent vicar; indeed the 

vacancy could last for two years or more as the diocese gets its financial house 

in order, works out what groupings of parishes would be best and how many 

clergy posts can be afforded to minister to these groups.  We are lucky in the 

interim to have Revd. Philippa Good appointed to us as an Associate Vicar until 

July to tide us over, part at least, of the vacancy.  She has been appointed to the 

whole Upper Meon Benefice (Warnford, West Meon, East Meon and Langrish) 

so, since Phili has four churches to cover, we only have a service in St John’s on 

the first and third Sunday in the month at 9.00am but there are always services 

in the other churches we can go to when there is not one here. 

Despite all this your Parochial Church Council (PCC) is making plans for this year.  

We have engaged the very popular FB Pocket Orchestra again to put on a 

concert in the church on 22 April and we want to put on an exhibition in the 

church over HM the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee bank holiday 2 – 5 June. There will 

be many parts to this exhibition showing of old photographs of Langrish and 

Ramsdean, memorabilia with a royal connection, children’s artwork celebrating 

the jubilee and possibly a local artist’s work. More information on this will be 

advertised on social media in the coming  weeks with details of who to send 

stuff to.  Everything sent in will be copied and the originals returned. There will 

be a ‘special’ viewing at 6.00pm on Saturday 4 June with fizz and nibbles to 

which everyone is invited. The church service on Jubilee Sunday, 5 June, will be 

at 10.30am and taken by Revd. Canon Terry Louden, the previous incumbent 

before Revd. Jane who many of you will know, and I believe the Friends are 

planning a ‘street party’ that lunch time on the church field where the village 

lunch was held last year.  In the autumn we are hoping to get Louisa Denby’s 

group, Vox Cantab, back again for a concert in late August or September. This 
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will be a money-raiser for the Church Organ Fund as we need to build up a 

reserve for impending restoration work in a few years’ time. 

On church finances generally, our income was hit by Covid lockdowns, the fewer 

services after Revd. Jane left and we lost a very generous benefactor when 

Rosemary Hopewell died. Nonetheless we have a sufficient cushion in the bank 

to keep us going and we have reluctantly taken the decision to reduce the 

amount we pay to the diocese – our ‘parish share’ as it is called. We assessed 

our likely income over 2022 and set our parish share payments at what we 

reckoned would remain of our income after essential operating costs had been 

paid. This comes to £4,800 for this year as opposed to the £10,700 we are 

invited to pay. The PCC felt this was a necessary step if we are to keep the 

church going for current and future residents of Langrish and Ramsdean to 

worship in, get married in, christen their children and eventually be buried 

there! In this context the PCC are very grateful to the secular Parish Council for 

their £400 contribution to the upkeep of the churchyard. We are budgeting 

£1,500 for churchyard maintenance this year and £5,000 for fabric repairs to the 

church building and this money will come from our reserves, not income, and 

these reserves will run out in 4 to 5 years’ time. If anyone feels they can 

contribute in any way, however little, to the preservation of this iconic building 

that belongs to all of us, please let me know. 

David Mowlam 

LENT STUDY GROUP IN THE UPPER MEON BENEFICE 

Anyone wishing to join in with our Lent Study Group will be most welcome. We shall meet 

every Wednesday afternoon from 1-2.30pm in All Saints, East Meon Church Hall and for 

those who prefer evenings there shall be a Zoom evening session from 7.30-9pm again on a 

Wednesday. 

Our subject matter will be the Book of Ruth which we shall use as a springboard to explore 

different themes within the book. “Trust, loyalty, kindness and faith-these are the central 

themes contained in the book of Ruth. This is a moving story that also deals with 

fundamental issues of poverty, bereavement, childlessness, racial tension and human 

rights.” 

Our first session will be on March 9th and they will run for five weeks. Tea and Coffee will be 

available. If you wish to make it a working lunch do bring your own along! 

Philippa Good (Phili) 
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR UPPER MEON BENEFICE 

 

ASH 
WEDNESDAY 

2nd March 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 6TH 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 13TH 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 20TH 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 27TH 

 8am HC BCP 
All Saints, East 
Meon 
A quiet and 
reflective said 
service from the 
Book of Common 
Prayer 

8am HC BCP 
All Saints, East 
Meon 
A quiet and 
reflective said 
service from the 
Book of Common 
Prayer 

8am HC BCP 
All Saints, East 
Meon 
A quiet and 
reflective said 
service from the 
Book of Common 
Prayer 

8am HC BCP 
All Saints, East 
Meon 
A quiet and 
reflective said 
service from the 
Book of Common 
Prayer 

9am St John’s, 
Langrish 
Holy Communion 
with Ashing. A 
quiet, said service 
for this solemn day. 

9am St John’s 
Langrish 
Benefice Service 
of the Word with 
hymns and music. 
Guest preacher: 
The Revd. John 
Owen, Rector of 
Steep, with 
Froxfield and 
Privett 

9am Church of Our 
Lady, Warnford. 
Benefice Service of 
the Word. BCP 
Sung Mattins with 
hymns. 
Bishop Ian will lead 
and preach. 

9am St John’s 
Langrish 
Benefice Holy 
Communion with 
choir, sung anthem 
and hymns for the 
third Sunday in 
Lent. 
Refreshments after. 
 

9am Church of Our 
Lady, Warnford. 
Benefice Holy 
Communion with 
hymns. Book of 
Common Prayer. 
Come and enjoy 
the service and 
collect a posy for 
Mothering Sunday. 

 10.30am St 
John’s, West 
Meon.  
Benefice Holy 
Communion with 
hymns. Common 
Worship. 
 Guest preacher: 
The Revd. John 
Owen, Rector of 
Steep, with 
Froxfield and 
Privett 

10.30am All 
Saint’s, East Meon. 
Benefice Eucharist 
with organ and 
bells. Join us for 
this 2nd Sunday in 
Lent. Bishop Ian to 
preside and 
preach. 
Refreshments 
after. 

10.30am St John’s, 
West Meon. 
Benefice Service of 
the Word for the 
third Sunday in 
Lent, with hymns, 
talk, possibly a 
discussion and 
more.  
Refreshments 
after. 

10.30am All 
Saint’s, East Meon. 
Parish Eucharist 
with choir and 
bells. Common 
Worship setting.  
Come and collect 
your Mothering 
Sunday posies! 
Refreshments 
after. 

 10.30am All 
Saint’s, East 
Meon. 
All-Age Parish 
Service 

   

7.30pm All Saints, 
East Meon 
A Common Worship 
Eucharist with 
choir, hymns, 
Anthem and Ashing 
to mark the start of 
Lent 

   4.00pm St John’s, 
West Meon 
Family-Fun@Church 
for Mothering 
Sunday. 
Duplo-lego, posy 
making, craft, songs 
and cake. Dads why 
not bring your 
children? 
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LANGRISH FACTORY UPDATE 

The General Manager of a major Langrish employer updates us on recent 

changes at ARRK Europe (UK) Limited.  

The business, started in 1937 by the gifted Engineer, Edward Talbot-Ponsonby, 

quickly flourished.  In WW2, large aluminium gas turbine engine sections, 

propellers, cockpits and armaments were machined, inter alia, for the 

eponymous Spitfire aeroplane for the war effort.  Latterly a towering 

achievement was the complex development and manufacture of the 

magnesium, elliptical radome nose cone mould for Concorde and supersonic 

flight. 

ARRK becomes  

The factory in Langrish has been serving the injection moulding Industry for 

many decades! 

This year in January 2022 we became Shapers Technology UK Ltd, having been 

divested by ARRK Japan and sold to a UK based Private Equity firm, GIL 

Investments Ltd.   

The name has changed but the philosophy of developing young engineers and 

apprentices and their skills for which Talbot-Ponsonby and Co (TP) and later 

Tooling Products (TP) were so famous in our industry can continue for years to 

come. 

As one of the biggest injection mould tool making companies in the UK and 

Europe, under TP’s, we were manufacturing some of the largest and most 

complex injection moulds in the industry. ARRK then moved from Tooling to 

more production based with the addition of large injection machines. 

 

 

LARGE TOOLING above is where we started with TP’s.    
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LARGE MOULDING below had become our focus under ARRK and is a similar 

plan for Shapers for the future. 

 

 

 

We have been exporting to mainland Europe and 
Ireland for many years, including the refrigeration 
units below which are fitted on large transport lorries. 
We supported our customers through the Pandemic 
due to the unfortunate increase in need to use 
refrigerated lorries. 
 

 

Next Steps 

1. Continue to restrict lorry activity to between the hours of 7am to 7pm to 

minimise the impact to neighbourhood disturbance 

2. Review our carbon footprint and address ways to grow ever more 

environmentally friendly. 

Gary Mugford ( General Manager) 

Shapers Technology Ltd 

Langrish 
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LANGRISH WEATHER 2021 

Rainfall  

2021 was an average year for rainfall: the total rainfall was 38.9 inches 

compared to our average of 40 inches. Looking at the last 4 years, there does 

seem to be a new weather pattern emerging of very wet winters with summer 

rainfall remaining largely the same.  

 

Year 
200

9 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
 

2016 
 

2017 
     

2018 
 

2019            
 

2020 
 
2021 

Rainfall 41 32 30 51 48 47 38 
 

33 
 

32 35 
         

40 
 

57 
 

39 

Average 
rainfall 40 40 40 40 40 40 

 
40 

 
40 

 
40 40 

 
40 

 
40 

 
40 

 

Temperature 

The lowest temperature in 2021 was -6.4C on 25 January; the highest 

temperature was 32.9°C on 16th July. So not a year of extreme temperatures.  
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Which is our wettest month? 

I have looked back over my records for the last 13 years to see which is our 

wettest month; the results are in the attached table. Overall the results aren’t 

too surprising with most rainfall in winter months and the worst time for a 

summer holiday is August.  

Ranking Month Average rainfall 

    inches 

1 January 5.0 

2 December 4.7 

3 October  4.6 

4 November 4.5 

5 February 3.7 

6 August 3.3 

7 July 2.6 

8 April 2.5 

9 March 2.5 

10 June 2.5 

11 May 2.5 

12 September 2.4 

 

Reminder  

You can access “Langrish Weather” in real time using the following link which 

you can bookmark in your browser for easy access.  

https://www.weatherlink.com/embeddablePage/show/e7fb481459124d7d9f1f

6f6ec6627fef/fullscreen 

Alternatively, you can follow the link on the Squeaker website.  

 

Ian Wesley 

https://www.weatherlink.com/embeddablePage/show/e7fb481459124d7d9f1f6f6ec6627fef/fullscreen
https://www.weatherlink.com/embeddablePage/show/e7fb481459124d7d9f1f6f6ec6627fef/fullscreen
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BOOK REVIEW – LANGRISH BOOKENDS   

November 2021 – Just haven’t met you yet by Sophie Cousens  

This was a really good light hearted girlie read and had us all smiling and 

guessing the romantic outcomes. Sophie’s first novel, she has worked in TV for 

12 years, hence the reference to the work story in the book. 

Her heroine Laura’s business trip to the Channel Islands isn’t exactly off to a 

great start. Picking up the wrong suitcase from the airport after her bag empties 

everything in front of the most attractive man she’s ever seen in real life, she’s 

on a mission to find the owner. Her consolation is that the contents of the 

wrong suitcase point to Laura’s dream man – her favourite book, piano music, a 

rugged fisherman sweater. Now all she has to do is find him. 

As a TV journalist she’s in this location following a personal story of where her 

mum and dad fell in love and sets out to write about their romance. But the mix 

up seems written in the stars, what are the odds that she’d find The One on this 

trip. Commissioning surly cab driver Ted to ferry her around proves unsettling 

and entertaining as he proves to have a wit which makes their cab rides electric. 

It looks like the love story she’s held on a pedestal all her life may be less than 

perfect. She’ll have to rethink her whole outlook on love to discover what she 

really wants. 

December 2021 –  no book 

January 2022 –  The Bookshop on the Corner by Jenny Colgan  

A similar formula to the previous read! Again, it gave us all a smile at how fate 

often takes a hand in life if you take the opportunities. Nina is a literary 

matchmaker who is passionate about pairing a reader with a perfect book, and 

also her job. Her job no longer exists... 

She takes a leap of faith and moves to a sleepy town miles away, buys a van, has 

many adventures including experiencing a train crash, meets a lonely train 

driver who is also far from home and rents a beautiful barn from a grumpy 

landlord. 

Determined to make a new life for herself, she transforms the van into a mobile 

bookshop, servicing small towns which have lost their libraries. In doing so she 

changes one life after another with the power of storytelling. She discovers 
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there’s plenty of adventure, magic and soul in a place that’s beginning to feel 

like home...a place where she might be able to write her own happy ending. 

Jenny Colgan is the author of numerous bestselling novels, including 'The Little 

Shop of Happy Ever After' and 'Summer at the Little Beach Street Bakery'. ' Meet 

Me at the Cupcake Café' won the 2012 Melissa Nathan Award for Comedy 

Romance and was a Sunday Times Top Ten bestseller, as was 'Welcome to Rosie 

Hopkins' Sweetshop of Dreams', which won the RNA Romantic Novel of the Year 

Award 2013. 

Julie Blackwell 

SNIPPETS OF 1870 AND 1871 … 150 YEARS AGO. 

Last summer we celebrated the 150th birthday of our Parish Church and I did a 

little research into what was going on in the world at various times when it was 

being built and consecrated. 

The USA was still recovering from the Civil War which had ended with much 

bitterness and segregation in 1865 but in Europe and Asia new Empires and 

Imperialism were rising.  

In England, the Victorian Age was full of optimism and hope. There was more 

prosperity. 

Transport would have been horse driven. One of Nigel’s cousins remembers 

staying with her grandparents at Langrish House and travelling to Church in the 

horse and carriage. The children were always turned out of the carriage at the 

bottom of Slate Hill and made to run up it ‘to spare the horses!’ 

Light Bulbs, the Telephone, Microphones, Carpet Sweepers, Cash Registers were 

still in the future although developed very soon after the building of the Church. 

1870 

In January 1870 the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge was begun and on the 

20th January, the Steam Ship City of Boston vanished on a transatlantic passage 

with all 177 aboard.  

In April, the Metropolitan Museum of Art was established and Vladimir Lenin 

was born, whilst closer to home, English author, Charles Dickens died in June.  

In July, Pope Pius IX declared papal infallibility in matters of faith and morals and 

the Franco Prussian War began when France declared war on Prussia. 
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In October Rome became the capital of a newly unified Italy and the First 

Vatican Council adjourned. 

In November the United States’ newly created Weather Bureau made its first 

official meteorological forecast: ‘High winds at Chicago and Milwaukee and 

along the Lakes’. 

In December Juan Prim, Prime Minister of Spain, was shot by unknown assassins 

on leaving the Cortes.  He died two days later. 

1871 

In January 1871, the German Empire was proclaimed and the south German 

states, united into a single nation state, known as the German Empire. The King 

of Prussia was declared the first German Emperor (or Kaiser) as Wilhelm I of 

Germany in the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles. Ten days later the 

Franco Prussian War ended with the Treaty of Frankfurt and a German Victory.  

Otto von Bismarck became the first Chancellor of the German Empire that 

March. In the same month, John Campbell, Marquess of Lorne, (later Duke of 

Argyll) married Princess Louise, Queen Victoria’s 6th child and 4th daughter, and 

the Royal Albert Hall was opened by Queen Victoria. The Royal Albert Hall 

incorporates a grand organ by Henry Willis and Sons and was the world’s largest 

at that time. Henry Willis still maintains the organ in the church. 

In April, Mr P T Barnum opened his three ring Circus, in America, hailing it as 

‘The Greatest Show on Earth. 

In May, the first trial in the Tichborne case opened in the London Court of 

Common Pleas. A man sometimes referred to as Thomas Castro or as Arthur 

Orton claimed to be Roger Tichborne, the lost heir to the Tichborne fortune, 

previously believed to be lost at sea. He eventually lost his case. 

Trade Unions were legalized in the UK by the Trade Union Act of 1871 in June. 

In November, Henry Stanley, correspondent for the New York Herald located the 

missing Scottish explorer and missionary, Dr David Livingstone in Ujiji, near Lake 

Tanganyika and greeted him by saying the immortal words, ‘Dr Livingstone, I 

presume?’ 

Robina Talbot-Ponsonby 
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TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

When all through the house, 

The Denbys were searching 

For a little grey mouse. 

 

They looked upstairs and downstairs, 

Behind sofa and chair, 

But the poor missing treasure 

Was to be found...nowhere. 

 

Woolly Cat was distraught: 

It’s her favourite toy, 

Stripey Cat appeared smug – 

Was she hatching some ploy? 

 

The humans had bought – 

A few days before – 

A ‘Shark’ vacuum cleaner 

For hoov’ring the floor. 

 

It came in a box, 

In a box, in a box – 

A mad style of packaging 

Not at all orthodox. 

 

The Shark did its work; 

The cats were nonplussed: 

They regarded the creature 

With growing distrust. 

 

The lights on the front 

Gave Stripey a fright; 

Convinced of its malice 

She spoiled for a fight. 

 

A comical dance 

Began to ensue: 

With much leaping about 

And knocking askew 

Of papers, plants, shoes, 



23 

 

And ornaments too, 

She bulldozed the lot – 

What a hullabaloo! 

 

There was yowling and growling 

And gnashing of teeth; 

And hissing and spitting 

 - a whole lot of grief. 

 

When the ruckus had passed 

And all had grown quiet, 

The feline retired 

To plan the next riot. 

 

For this tale to continue 

Explanation is due. 

The grey mouse is special: 

Ever since it was new, 

 

It has always been left 

In strategic positions 

All over the house, 

Ever since they were kittens. 

 

If the humans are late, 

It appears on the mat; 

If tea is delayed, 

They’re reminded of that; 

 

And later at night, 

When all are asleep, 

Upstairs to the bedrooms 

The moggy will creep. 

 

And then in the morning, 

When all are awake – 

“What’s that on the carpet?” 

(The cry at daybreak.) 

“She’s done it again! 

How can this be true? 
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But we’ve never seen it move 

At all, hitherto! 

 

“She’s craving attention! 

She’s furious again! 

It’s her way of expressing 

She has cause to complain!” 

 

Dear Reader: you see, 

Although never spotted, 

We know Woolly Cat 

With the mouse is besotted. 

 

So when it went missing, 

A crisis befell 

The Family Denby, 

As here we do tell: 

 

The rooms were all scoured, 

The floors they were combed; 

The Denbys were frantic –  

Where had the mouse homed? 

 

Four days had gone by, 

All attempts had been thwarted; 

In desperation the humans 

Through garbage had sorted. 

 

No sign of grey mouse. 

As catastrophe loomed, 

Almost all hope was lost; 

They thought they were doomed. 

 

But, then – they remembered – 

What was Shark versus Cat;  

And inside the boxes 

Poor Stripey had sat. 

In need of relief, 

Could it possibly be 

That the grey mouse was ‘borrowed’ 
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By a startled Stripey? 

 

The boxes were emptied, 

And, lo and behold, 

Grey Mouse made a comeback 

To the Denby household. 

 

Much rejoicing then followed! 

With disaster averted, 

The felines their dominance 

Over Shark re-asserted; 

 

And so peace is restored 

(For the time being, at least), 

And we look to the morrow, 

And a quiet Christmas feast... 

 

Louisa Denby 24 December 2021 

COMINGS AND GOINGS 

We understand that a family has bought the Old Vicarage but that completion is 

being held up by uncertainties about the boundaries of the property. We look 

forward to welcoming them to Langrish in the next edition of The Squeaker. 

Sadly John Bailey has passed away. As many of you will know he was a champion 

tractor driver until his tragic accident. I am hoping to have a full report on his life 

and funeral in the next Squeaker.  

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Police  

101 (non 999 emergencies) or 01962 841534 (faster!)                                     

Community Support Officer—PCSO 11357 Tricia Gibbs                                                       

Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

Mobile—07554 775 521 

East Meon Care Group 

Provides transport to surgeries and hospital outpatients for the elderly and 

disabled.  Call 0705 017 7505  

mailto:Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
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VILLAGE CALENDAR 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 2 March 9:00 am 

Holy Communion with Ashing 

St Johns Langrish 

Sunday 6 March 9:00 am 

Benefice Service; preacher Rev John Owen 

St John's Langrish 

Thursday 17th March 7:30 pm 

Friends AGM followed by a two course meal 

The Cowshed, Barrow Hill Barns 

Sunday 20 March 9:00 am 

Benefice Holy Communion 

St John's Langrish 

Thursday 21 April  

Friends meeting with a talk and a meal 

The Cowshed, Barrow Hill Barns 

April (date to be arranged) 

Village walk followed by afternoon tea 

Sunday 5 June 12:00 pm 

Village Jubilee Lunch 

Church Field 
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WHO’S WHO 

Parish Council  

Mr Ian Wesley (Chairman & IT)  231081
 ian.c.wesley@gmail.com 

Mrs Debbie Luff (Vice Chairman)    823550 

Mr Ian Blackwell (Roads)      263972 

Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby (Tree Warden)   266941 

Mr Steve Tuff (Footpaths)     823205 

Mr Roger Hetherington (Planning)          263458 

Mrs Helen Marsh (Clerk)     823352    
         langrishparishcouncil@gmail.com 

County & District Councillor  

Cllr Rob Mocatta       robert.mocatta@easthants.gov.uk 

Parochial Church Council  

Interim Minister 

Rev’d Philippa Good      07538 595537 

philippalgood@gmail.com 

Councillors 

Mr Jon Allen (Hon. Treasurer) 

Mrs Julie Blackwell  

Mrs Charlotte Denby (organist rota) 

Cdre David Mowlam (Secretary &Electoral Roll Officer, Open/Close Rota, Mowing Rota) 

Mrs Susan Ricketts (Deanery Synod Rep) 

Mrs Joy Sang (Deanery Synod Rep, Verger and Sidesman/Reader Rota,) 

Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby  

Helpers 

Alison Meggeson  Flower Rota and ‘Holy Washing’ 

Cheryl Walder  Altar Frontal Care and Changing 

Sue Ricketts   Refreshments 

Betty Wesley   Cleaning Rota   

mailto:philippalgood@gmail.com
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Langrish and Ramsdean Friends 

Betty Wesley (Chairman, Events)          231081 betty.wesley@gmail.com 

Charlotte Hetherington (Secretary) 263458 charlottehetherington@hotmail.com 

David Butcher (Treasurer)  823053 davidbutcher560@btinternet.com 

Sylvia Deadman    07765 326619    

Julie Blackwell    263972    

Jan Mallett     261201 

Doris Rattray    823419 

Luke Hodgkinson    601875 

Langrish Primary School Governors   263883  

Mr James Greenwood - Chair of Governors  

Ms Julie Gray - Vice Chair  

Mr Phil Shaw  

Mrs Paula Oppenheimer 

Mr Ray Dudman  

Mr Mike Capon 

Mr Richard Pelling 

Mr Hitesh Mistry 

Miss Heather Jones 

Mrs Sarah Wright - Head Teacher 

Mrs Catherine Madden -Clerk to Governing Body 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:betty.wesley@gmail.com
file:///D:/DATA/home/squeaker/June%202021/charlottehetherington@hotmail.com
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