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EDITORIAL 

I am sure that you all know that Rosemary Hopewell died in Guildford Hospital 

on Saturday 1st of August after a long struggle with illness. This edition of The 

Squeaker is dedicated to her memory and celebrates the tremendous service 

she gave to this village and society in general during her long and eventful life.  

We celebrated Rosemary’s life with a service in Langrish church on 26th August 
attended by family and local friends. Due to Covid restrictions, numbers were 
extremely limited, masks had to be worn and no singing was allowed. Louisa 
Denby played the organ before and after the service and we raised a toast to 
Rosemary in her garden with a glass of fizz. 
  
Rosemary fulfilled numerous roles in Langrish and Ramsdean; Chairman of the 

Parish Council, Tree Warden, Chairman of The Friends of Langrish and 

Ramsdean, Church Warden of Langrish Church and of course Editor of The 

Squeaker, to list but a few. 

I have only known Rosemary for the 13 years that we have spent in Langrish but 

got to know her really well through the Parish Council, my task as Assistant 

Editor (i.e. publisher) of The Squeaker and the many suppers she had with us 

after John died. I didn’t always agree with her on what should be done, but her 

determination to push through the things that she believed in was inspiring. I 

think you can see from many of the stories in this edition of The Squeaker that 

this was a thread that ran through her life. 

Most of us know Rosemary through her “good works” in Langrish. However as 

the following pages reveal that she was also a famous doctor; to achieve what 

she did as a woman of her time in medicine was almost unprecedented.  

Ian Wesley August 2020 

Our thanks to the following contributors:- 

Articles and Suggestions 

Jane Ball, Julie Blackwell,  Doris Rattray, Jan Mallet, Debbie Luff, Marjorie Day, 

Alex Berkley, Steve Tuff, Louise Denby, Kay and David Mowlam, Robina Talbot-

Ponsonby, Betty and Ian Wesley. 

 Pictures 

Doris Rattray, Jane Sprinks, Ian Wesley  



6 

 

COMMENTS ON ROSEMARY FROM THE VILLAGE 

It has always seemed to me that Rosemary put others before any 

consideration for herself.  Her dedication to the community and the Church 

cannot be quantified, and her support for numerous charities both here and 

around the world was considerable  

I will  always remember her as a person with a big heart who was also very 

good at mending hearts too.  A huge loss to so many  

Like all her neighbours who saw her giving so generously of her time in 

retirement to support the church, parish and  local causes,  I  admired h er 

diligence, commitment and determination to see things through to a good 

conclusion 

Rosemary will be sadly missed in Langrish as she touched all our lives  

Such sad news - extraordinary person. RIP Rosemary  

It is sad news - A life well lived. RIP Rosemary  

Very sorry to hear this news. We will miss her  

Very sad indeed, RIP a big loss to Langrish  

Rosemary enjoyed her life at Langrish, always the busy bee, such a sad loss  

So very sorry to hear the sad news. It brings back happy memories shared of 

our school days. 

 

 

ROSEMARY'S LAST TRIP TO ANTARTICA 
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PERSONAL MEMORIES OF ROSEMARY  

Rev’d Jane  

When I first met Rosemary, I didn’t really meet Rosemary. In fact I was slightly 

scared of her! When I came to the parish in 2014 Rosemary was more of a 

presence than a reality. She asked me to go and visit John so every other week, 

after Morning Prayer on a Wednesday, I would go and sit with him whilst 

Rosemary popped in and out, bringing coffee but never sitting down with us; I 

was there to see John, not her. After his death she asked me if I would still go 

and see her and so our friendship began. 

I know there were times when, as for a lot of us, Rosemary drove me potty. She 

was incredibly stubborn, at times a bit prickly and – rather annoyingly – seemed 

to know something about everything! The depth and breadth of her knowledge 

seemed to know no limits but this did make her an excellent member of our quiz 

team. I’m sure it was a brilliant team effort but there’s no doubt that the only 

time I’ve been on the winning team of a quiz was in the village hall in East Meon 

with Rosemary on our team. 

Over my time in ministry I’ve taken a lot of funerals and one comment I usually 

hear afterwards is, ‘well I never knew that!’ What surprised me listening to the 

eulogies at Rosemary’s service was the lack of surprise. The stories told made 

me think of anecdotes in my own experience of Rosemary but above all I can 

see the same Rosemary shining through every story; the essence of Rosemary 

was the same. The Rosemary that slightly scared me turned into a hugely 

supportive friend, who was always there to listen, to provide hot chocolate, a 

loo, an aga on which to bring some warmth back into my hands after a morning 

in the church – in fact whatever I needed. 

When I asked her to take on being church warden alongside Nigel, I did so by 

telling her that we were only naming what she was doing already. I was really 

glad when she said yes and since then she has been unstoppable. I think she 

loved going down to church to open and lock up, sorting out the rotas sorting 

out me and making sure everything was where it needed to be for services. She 

had endless patience when I left various bits and pieces behind as I shot off to 

East Meon for the next services, often appearing at the back of All Saints’ with 

my glasses or prayer book – I must have driven her potty at times! 
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As with the death of anyone significant, I am very conscious of the holes in the 

life of the church and the village that will in some way need to be filled. I am 

very conscious of the fact that the hole in my life and that of my family will 

always have a Rosemary-shaped hole in it. She was much loved and will be 

much missed. 

Doris Rattray 

When Rosemary stopped spending the week in London I got to know her well. I 
was a bit frightened of her in the beginning. She had a stern look about her, but 
very soon I found out that she was hiding a much softer side. 
 
She invited me to join her for walks and warned me that they were not brisk 
exercises, but ones which were greatly slowed down by the search of flowers 
and taking pictures. We all knew that after work her passion was wildflowers, 
especially orchids. She knew exactly the places where they were and when they 
flowered and we spent many hours walking up Butser, Winchester Hill and 
Hayling Island.  
 

We both liked taking pictures and started out 
with the same camera a “Kodak Retinette” 
when young. However she herself avoided 
being photographed wherever possible. Her 
determination to find the special flower she 
was looking for showed in her walking 
purposefully ahead and nothing could stop her, 
not even wading through water. I have only a 
few photos of her when she looks back at me, 
most of them are me hurrying behind her. 

 
She also knew everything about butterflies and fungi. So many times we started 
with a quick lunch of “Fish & Chips” at the” Seven Stars” before setting out on 
our walks. She took me to so many places and shared her amazing knowledge. 
 
When Rosemary took over the Squeaker and became Chairman of the Friends it 
could be sometimes quite frustrating to work with her. She did not like doing 
the Squeaker very much but tried hard to continue the Village News which John 
has taken over so many years ago from E. Hickox. “Volunteers are hard to find” 
she said and of course she was right. 
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Rosemary loved the village and did so many things which we never were aware 
of. Not so long ago as Tree Warden, she knew that our Lime Tree on Ramsdean 
Green is not a true English Lime. She succeeded in persuading a specialist to 
stop in Ramsdean and tell us more about it. 
 
In December 2018 Rosemary thought with Brexit looming I should apply for 
British Citizenship and now with Dual Nationality I finally sent off my application 
for a British Passport. Just a little too late to tell her but I know she would have 
been pleased. 
 
In the last 18 months I tried to persuade her to write her biography. She had 
such an interesting life, her work, the many people she met, her travels and also 
her many one week trips to 3rd world countries for her charity “Chain of Hope”. 
But there was always something more important: The Church, the Parish 
Council, The Squeaker, The Friends. Last September she told me that she had 
started sorting photos for her biography. 
 
The last time I saw Rosemary was 10 days before she went into hospital. We sat 
outside in her garden, she had a “good day” and enjoyed the sunshine. 
 
I miss her. 

Kay Mowlam 

She was incredibly generous with her time and expertise when I was diagnosed 
with atrial fibrillation a couple of years ago and looked at all my various ECGs, 
scan reports, etc and translated the doctors’/consultants’ letters into a language 
I could understand.  She drew wonderful diagrams explaining exactly what was 
happening to me or about to happen. She simply could not have been more 
helpful. Every time I saw her, in church or otherwise, she discreetly took hold of 
my wrist to check my pulse!  So reassuring. 
 
And what knowledge of trees and plants. Robina and I would send her a photo 
of something unfamiliar spotted in Italy and straight away, pinging back almost 
by return, the identification.  She will be much missed for that incredible ability 
to instantly let us know what we were looking at. 
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Betty Wesley 

I consider myself extremely fortunate to have known Rosemary; spending time 
with her chatting over pub lunches, enjoying afternoon teas and suppers and 
going for walks. 
 

I will be forever grateful to 
Rosemary for sharing her incredible 
knowledge of wildflowers, trees, 
butterflies and birds with me both 
on our walks and through the books 
she produced on the trees, flowers 
and butterflies to be found in the 
parish and the surrounding 
countryside. 
 

She was a friend, and a generous supporter in a variety of ways to many people 
in the Parish.  
 
To say she will be “sorely missed” is a colossal  understatement.  
 
Rest in peace, Rosemary 

Roger Hetherington 

My abiding recollection of Rosemary is of how much she reminded me of her 
own father.   
 
It may seem curious to think that I had even met her father – but I had.  When I 
was a young barrister in London appearing in civil court cases where plaintiffs 
were claiming damages for personal injuries, Rosemary’s father was often 
instructed as the expert witness for the defence (at the behest of the 
defendant’s insurance company).  I met him in that capacity.  Mr. Radley-Smith 
had been a distinguished neurosurgeon but, by this stage, had retired from 
practice, keeping on some medico-legal work.  He was beloved of insurers as he 
was typically sceptical of symptoms for which he could find no organic basis, 
those unsupported by findings, for example on x-ray or MRI scans.   
 
I remember once putting to him in conference the alternative thesis 
propounded by the plaintiff’s no less eminent expert, but he would have none 
of it and dismissed the plaintiff as a malingerer.  His trenchant views were, even 
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then, going out of fashion, but he always stuck to his guns in the witness box.  
So, he was a useful ally in a case that insurers wanted to fight. 
 
Rosemary was of course distinguished in her own right and, I am sure, 
susceptible to argument.  But she was a doughty fighter who, as necessary, 
would stick to her views through thick and thin.  In that, there were echoes of 
her father.  And, in part, that’s how I shall remember her. 

Alex Berkley 

We first met Rosemary when we arrived in Ramsdean 20 years ago.  She and 
John gave us such a warm welcome and we were made to feel at home and part 
of the village right from the start. She and John gave so much to Ramsdean and 
Langrish.   
 
Rosemary had such a wide range of knowledge and was very good company. 
She was also very kind and caring towards others.  She will be greatly missed. 

Jan Mallet 

I think of Rosemary most mornings when I open my bedroom curtains at The 

Close and take in the vista across the fields to the Vicarage and church, 

attractively nestled in the trees around and it is difficult and sad to be reminded 

she will not be there anymore.  I did mention to her once that it was a comfort 

to see her lighted bedroom window, sometimes late in the night when I too was 

late to bed ! 

It was not until she was retired from her work as a physician in London that I 

really appreciated her energy and professionalism in all the  leading roles she 

had in the village.  I'm sure some things would not have been completed as well 

without her leadership and expectations of everyone in getting things done. 

Personally ,she was a fount of inspiration on her interest in the local flora and 

was so helpful when turning up to the Vicarage and being confronted with an 

unknown flower to discuss. I have a good collection of her privately published, 

calendars, booklets and postcards. 

 Some years ago she asked me to illustrate an article that she was having printed 

in Meon Matters. It was to be of her mother milking Dora the family Dexter 

cow ,when the family were living in East Sussex just after the war.  I'm afraid I 

seem to need a prod and deadline to get my artistic skills going and Rosemary 
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provided me with a portrait photo of  mother and I had a deadline, so with some 

research I got it done and it was printed much to our satisfaction! 

We also made a ' great team' annually when she provided all the jam jars for me 

to put in all the flowers for the Friends annual lunch! 

 Cooperation was always around when Rosemary was in charge and she will 

certainly  be a hard act to follow.... 

Tony, Charlotte, and Louisa Denby 

Rosemary Hopewell was a true force of nature, although you’d never know it 

from her calm and unassuming demeanour. She and her husband John were 

thoroughly involved in almost every aspect of village life, both of them with a 

strong sense of duty, but humble with it. 

We came to know Rosemary primarily through St John’s, where she was an 

ever-present figure, always appearing to be the first to arrive and last to leave, 

having made sure all was as it should be, and the church neat and tidy. Even 

before becoming church warden she clearly felt a certain responsibility for the 

building, often materialising (in varying states of alarm) to check all was well 

during Louisa’s sometimes anti-social organ practice hours. 

She was hugely supportive of Louisa’s musical endeavours - slipping her the 

occasional cheque ‘to keep her going’ during her student days, and in person at 

various concerts and events, even travelling to Cambridge on several occasions 

to hear Louisa’s choir Vox Cantab. The choir gave a personal recital for John at 

home on more than one occasion when he was too unwell to attend their 

performance in church; they were thanked with copious amounts of tea and 

cake, and a glimpse at the ‘Great Bible’, which was a treasured family heirloom. 

While she would never have described herself as particularly musical, Charlotte 

remembers Rosemary throwing herself whole-heartedly into the ‘scratch’ 

performance of Jonah-Man Jazz when it was done in church as part of a charity 

evening. 

Others have written elsewhere of Rosemary’s involvement with charities on an 

international level, but it was a principle by which she lived in matters much 

closer to home too. She was enormously kind in offering the benefit of her 

medical expertise and clout, and would sometimes take Louisa out for lunch 

during her university holidays. Louisa remembers one eventful car journey back 

from ‘the pub with no name’, when while descending Stoner Hill at a vast rate of 
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knots Rosemary exclaimed, “There’s that pheasant crossing the road again; I do 

worry about him!” Louisa pointed out that one pheasant does look very much 

like another, but Rosemary was adamant it was ‘her pheasant’. 

Despite the effects of advancing age, Rosemary allowed herself no let-up in her 

medical and charity work; when asked about a particular matter or task, she 

would often say, “I’m just popping up to London this afternoon but I’ll look at it 

when I get back.” She continued to do the most extraordinary things, not least 

her epic trip to Antarctica towards the end of last year. She was typically 

downbeat when describing her adventures upon her return, leaving us in no 

doubt regarding how “dreadfully the penguins stank,” but there was a certain 

sparkle in her eyes when she showed us the fabulous photographs she had 

taken, and proudly pointed out the picture which would be her Christmas card 

this year. 

Rosemary was deeply and profoundly Christian. Quietly going about her 

business and shouldering her manifold responsibilities without fuss or 

complaint, she was a font of village knowledge and wisdom, and never hesitated 

to put others before herself. There will no doubt be many holes left gaping in 

the wake of her death, many of which we are as yet unaware. 

They say no one is indispensable, but some come pretty close. God bless her. 

Robina Talbot-Ponsonby 

What to say about Rosemary that will not have been said many times? …. She 

was the Oracle!  If we wanted to know something - anything - we would ask 

Rosemary!  Why, what, where, when, who?  The great questions of life!  She had 

her ear to the ground and she usually knew the answer!   

Wherever I have been, be it this village, Great Britain or the world, I have sent 

her photographs of plants, leaves or trees that have interested me …. Within 

minutes (usually) I would be sent an ‘identification’.  She was a passionate 

Botanist but she also knew all about birds, fungi, butterflies, history, geography 

and just about everything else.   

As Doctor to the community, she was invaluable for explaining diagnoses and 

medication.  We are going to miss her enormously.  
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 ROSEMARY AND LANGRISH CHURCH 

Whatever Rosemary took on she did wholeheartedly and this church was no 
exception. For much of her time in Langrish the church was very ably run by 
Charles and Jane Sprinks but, when they retired, Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby found 
himself as the sole warden for a year until he prevailed upon Rosemary to join 
him. She was slightly reluctant at first because she was so involved in all other 
aspects of village life but, once persuaded, she set about becoming the 
consummate church warden and it quickly became difficult to see how we ever 
managed without her: even more so when Nigel retired and she herself became 
the sole warden.  
  
That she became pivotal in the management of church business was far from 
her only contribution, however.  It was largely due to her generosity that we 
were able to make the changes to the church’s interior layout that you can now 
see has benefitted us so much.  The removal of two rows of pews at the back to 
create social mingling space, the formation of a chapel in the north nave aisle 
and the recent redecoration of the interior was made possible by her donations 
not to mention our ability to fund 5 years’ worth of an expensive maintenance 
programme.  That the church fabric is in very good shape is largely thanks to 
her.   
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She also applied her enquiring mind and scholarship to enrich our knowledge of 
those whose names appear on the First World War Memorial Roll of Honour.  
Unusually the Langrish war memorial is inside the church rather than on a 
village green somewhere. To mark the remembrance of the First World War and 
celebrations for the 100th anniversary of its ending, Rosemary produced a 
booklet having researched each man on the Roll, telling their stories and setting 
them in their proper context with descriptions of the campaign or battle with 
which each was associated. This was a true labour of love. 
 
There was yet more to it though; by which I mean more to her commitment to 
Langrish church.  After John died she looked to this church to contain some 
lasting memorial to the husband she had so revered and loved and she provided 
us with a handsome pascal candle stand and the aumbry with its sanctuary lamp 
– the eternal flame becoming a lasting memorial – and she tended to these with 
love and care. 
 
So, by the time she died, Rosemary had become fully committed to the 
continuing existence of Langrish Church and one can’t help but feel that to keep 
this delightful church going, to keep the flame alive, would be the best possible 
memorial to her.  
 
It won’t be easy.  Evelyn Hickox the Langrish chronicler and historian wrote in 
1986, “We know that despite our efforts, we may probably lose the church 
building within the next ten years”.  Well, 34 years on we are still going, but we 
have now lost our church warden and there are a very small and dwindling 
number of us involved in church management.   Without more people in the 
Langrish and Ramsdean community becoming involved I fear Evelyn Hickox’s 
prediction will come to pass, but let’s hope more do volunteer to help, so this 
building can continue to thrive, to the glory of God of course, but also, as Evelyn 
put it; ‘ to help maintain our happy, self-sufficient and friendly village spirit’. 
 
For Rosemary, who did so much to foster that village spirit, there could be no 
more fitting memorial but that this church is still open in another 34 years’ time! 
 
David Mowlam 
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   THE TIMES OBITUARY 

 

 

 

NOTICE IN THE TELEGRAPH 
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PRIDE OF BRITAIN AWARDS APRIL 2001 

Special Award: Dr Rosemary Radley-Smith 

 

In many Third World countries children die simply because doctors lack the skills 
to perform major operations we take for granted. 
 
But Dr Rosemary Radley-Smith has gone to amazing lengths to change all that -- 
and save hundreds of children's lives. It started when Rosemary, a paediatric 
cardiologist at the Royal Brompton and Harefield NHS Trust, heard about a 
French charity, organising operation for underprivileged children. 
 
With the help of pioneering heart surgeon Prof Sir Magdi Yacoub she set up 
Chain Of Hope, an organisation that brings desperately ill, desperately poor 
children to Britain for vital treatment. Many of them are so destitute they have 
never seen a bed before let alone been in a hospital. But, most tragically of all, 
their conditions such as hole in the heart, are routinely curable in Britain but 
fatal in their own country. 
 
Taking unpaid holiday, Dr Radley-Smith also leads her 12-man team on specialist 
missions abroad to countries such as Ethiopia and Mauritius. As well as 
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organising operations, Dr Radley-Smith works from 8am to 2am the following 
day running out-patient clinics. 
 
"We have patients queuing outside our hotel room," she says. "We often see 
100 a day, all of them desperate for help. I know before I go I'm simply not going 
to sleep. That's just the way it is." 
 
Although now in her early 60s, Dr Radley-Smith has no intention of easing her 
punishing schedule. She says: "Our most recent patient was an eight year old 
boy from Ethiopia. He was so weak he couldn't walk any more. But, a few days 
after his operation, he was racing around. Watching his joy and knowing he was 
going to return home totally cured is what drives me on." 
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PARISH AND COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Parish Council held a remote meeting using Zoom on 11th May 2020.  

Planning 

Two pre-app proposals were discussed: 

• Langrish House: change of use of storage building to habitable 

accommodation. The Parish Council agreed that we would support any 

subsequent planning application. 

• Manor Farm Dovecote: demolish or partially demolish buildings adjoining 

the Dovecote at Manor Farm (a Grade 2 Listed Building.) The councillors 

took note. 

Bus set down point on Langrish Hill  

Following discussions with the Parish 

Council and local residents, 

Hampshire County Council have 

completed the work on Langrish Hill 

on a set down point for the bus stop.  

 

 Ramsdean Green 

The Ramsdean Green survey had been completed and two clear priorities have 

emerged  (i) Not enough parking spaces on Ramsdean Green (ii) Large support 

for fencing off part of the Green.  A quote had already been received to carry 

out this work for £1254 but the Clerk will contact Highways to see if they will 

fund the work as previously expected.   

Footpaths and Rights of Way  

The kissing gate project is on hold due to Covid-19 with no stiles being installed 

so far. The lengthsman will be asked to carry out the ‘priority cutting’ works on 

Cellar Lane that had been a coronavirus casualty.   

Notice Boards 

A quote of £1200 from Giles Stanesby to repair the Notice Boards on Langrish 

and Ramsdean Greens was accepted. The work has now been completed and 

the notice boards will be replaced shortly.  
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Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting is Monday 14th September 2020. This will be our 

delayed AGM and we will be electing a new Chairman and Vice Chairman for the 

Parish Council.  

Rosemary 

Rosemary was of course Chairman of the Parish Council and will be sadly 

missed. She was appointed Tree Warden in 1993 and was parish clerk for four 

months in 2007 before becoming a councillor in the same year. She was elected 

vice chairman in 2012 and became chairman on the retirement of Roger 

Deadman in 2015. She was a tremendous supporter of the parish council and 

the village.  

RAMSDEAN TRIANGLE SURVEY 

For some time Langrish Parish council has been trying to take a more proactive 

approach to providing improvements to the area.  Early on it became clear that 

improving Ramsdean Triangle was an important priority.  As I’m sure you can 

imagine, the current pandemic is making access to funds extremely challenging. 

It was decided that a small survey should be run amongst all the residents of 

Ramsdean to try and establish the priorities for action.   

The survey resulted in 24 submissions from a total population of 46 houses and 

all respondents indicated an enthusiasm to do something to improve the 

triangle. The results from the various survey questions are below: 

Extend Car Parking from 8 to 11 spaces and reinstate fencing around area 

Strongly 

Disapprove 

Disapprove  Approve Strongly 

Approve 

Comments 

1 1 1 6 13+2 2 prefer no 

boundary 

Level grass area, reseed and keep grass short 

Strongly 

Disapprove 

Disapprove  Approve Strongly 

Approve 

Comments 

2 3 3 7 9 6 would like 

wildflowers 
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Low level boundary around green to prevent tractors, delivery vehicle and 

cars from damaging the edges and grass 

Strongly 

Disapprove 

Disapprove  Approve Strongly 

Approve 

Comments 

3 4 2 2 13 Most worried 

about  road 

width 

Footpaths across green 

Strongly 

Disapprove 

Disapprove  Approve Strongly 

Approve 
Comments 

5 9 6 2 2  

 

In addition, a new creative design for the triangle was submitted (the thought 

and effort put into the design was much appreciated) but after careful 

consideration it was not considered viable at the current time – particularly in 

the current economic environment. 

The clear priority is to increase the number of parking spaces and reinstate the 

fencing around the parking area and this is the area on which the Parish Council 

is now working to achieve.  We’ll keep you informed of progress. 

Steve Tuff 

VJ DAY 

In line with Churches, our British Armed Forces, the Government and Media we 

commemorated the 75th Anniversary of VJ Day in Langrish, by coming together 

at 10.45am in the churchyard. 

Charlotte Hetherington led us in prayers in 

remembrance of those who served in this war, 

many of whom lost their lives for our liberty 

and freedom. 

The church bell was then rung 75 times at 

11am and afterwards we shared a toast in 

memory of those who had served.  
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LANGRISH AND RAMSDEAN FRIENDS 

We are saddened by the death of Rosemary who was chairman of The Friends of 

Langrish and Ramsdean. This was a role she took on in 2015 upon the death of 

her husband John Hopewell who had founded the Friends in 1992. 

John’s idea was to provide social activities for the community and some financial 

support for the village church, St John’s. Initially called “The Friends of St. 

Johns”, the name was changed to “The Friends of Langrish and Ramsdean” 

when it was realised that the group’s charitable interests should be extended to 

other worthy causes within the parish. 

Under Rosemary’s guidance The Friends has continued to thrive with suppers 

and talks during the spring, autumn and winter months, and an annual village 

lunch.  

As well as providing popular social 

events in the village it has raised a 

significant amount of money that has 

been used for enhancement of the 

village and to provide bursaries for 

young people who live in the village. A 

significant proportion of the money 

raised from the annual village lunch is 

donated to the Parochial Church Council 

to assist with the cost of maintaining our beautiful church.   

2020 is certainly a year we will all remember. We had planned to hold the usual 

Friends events in 2020/21 starting with the Village Lunch on Sunday August 

30th. Clearly, like the annual village walk, the litter pick and the May meeting 

the lunch could not take place. The first Thursday evening meal and talk was 

scheduled for 29th October but unless the situation changes that will not take 

place either. Realistically we don’t expect to be able to hold any Friends events 

until 2021. 

Sadly, we will never get to hear the talk that Rosemary had planned to give us 

on her trip to Antarctica. 

Betty Wesley 

  

                              DAFFODIL PLANTING 2018 
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BOOK REVIEW – LANGRISH BOOK CLUB 

June 2020 

The House on Carnaval Street by Deborah Rodriquez 

From Kabul to a home by the Mexican Sea, a life-affirming, sea change memoir 

from the author of the Little Coffee Shop of Kabul. After 2 years of unsettled life 

in California after fleeing from Afghanistan, Deborah goes with her friend on a 

cruise which includes Mexico. Suddenly she feels this is where she wants to be 

and makes this happen. With enthusiastic support from her friends she takes a 

leap of faith, her son joins her for a while, and despite the dangers of this city 

and not speaking the language, she forges a life of contentment. Follow her 

adventures as she makes the house on Carnaval Street her home. As a 

humanitarian and a hairdresser she continues to create safe spaces providing 

women with a way out of domestic violence and chaotic circumstances. 

This is a heart-warming story of a strong minded woman who, with the support 

of friends succeeds in creating a new life.  

July 2020  

The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri 

This is very much a story of our times, refugees from war torn Syria make their 

way to the UK. It centres on Nuri the beekeeper and his wife Afra, an artist. 

Their story is told from them enjoying their simple life, rich in family and friends, 

until the unthinkable happens. When all they love and care for is destroyed by 

war, they are forced to escape. They leave just in time. 

Nuri is the narrator and is the carer for his blind wife. They seem to be 

reasonably young but the experiences and suffering they go through take a toll 

on their health and expectations. Their route to the UK is a troubling one, 

several countries, risking border controls and hazardous transport. This 

unforgettable novel puts human faces on the Syrian war and all too recognizable 

in the events of our current climate. 

Although fiction, the author worked as a volunteer at a UNICEF refugee centre in 

Athens. It is however a triumph of the human spirit and self-survival. 

August 2020  

The book for August is American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins 

Julie Blackwell 
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VE AND VJ DAYS 1945  

An extract from The Squeaker celebrating 50 t h anniversary 

Will you be celebrating or commemorating on VE Day? There are still a lot of us, 

thankfully, who remember the first VE day. I was 20 years old and about a 

month before that day I was sent into action at a place called Toungoo in 

Burma.  

VE Day there was celebrated with a tot of rum and an artillery barrage; a lot of 

Japanese died that day. We killed a few more in the next 3 months and as we all 

know two cities were laid waste and thousands killed and many more maimed 

for life. 

VJ Day was celebrated; my unit celebrated a few days later when duties 

permitted. The Quartermaster release ALL the rum from the stores and we all 

got very merry but were ALL back ON PARADE the following morning.  

We were told that while officially the war was over, the Japanese Army in 

Burma, or at least some elements of it, might not know for some time that it 

was, and for a considerable time we had to remain vigilant. (You may recall the 

case of the lone Japanese survivor on a Pacific Island who refused to surrender 

until 20 years later.) 

I remember, vividly. VJ Day 1945. I remember feeling thankful for coming 

through unscathed, feeling a long way from home, and the expression “ROLL OB 

BLIGHTY” was one’s ONLY ambition. 

The 14th Army in Burma was known as “THE FORGOTTEN ARMY”.  I note in my 

dictionary, in the list of abbreviations, “VE” is recorded but “VJ” is not! 

I would bet that there are not many among us who do not know the names of 

the two cities in Japan on which thew Atom bombs were dropped; but I know of 

only a few now who would know where Toungoo is, and the Salween River near 

the border of Siam.  

I think I will both COMMEMORATE and CELBBRATE in MY way both VE and VJ 

Days. 

Peter McDonald, Burma Star 
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CHOCOLATE COURGETTE CAKE 

If you have a glut of courgettes and you are running out of ways of 

disguising them in family meals this is the recipe you need!  

120g butter 

125ml sunflower or vegetable oil 

100g caster sugar 

200g soft brown sugar 

3 lightly beaten eggs 

130ml milk 

350g plain flour 

2 teaspoons baking powder 

4 tablespoons cocoa powder 

450g courgettes, peeled and finely grated 

1 teaspoon Vanilla essence 

Grease and line a 20 x 35cm baking tin. 

Put the butter, oil & both sugars in a bowl and beat them together until light 

and fluffy. Gradually beat in the eggs and then the milk. 

Sift the dry ingredients together & fold them into the mixture. Stir in the 

courgettes and vanilla. 

Spoon the mixture into the prepared baking tin. 

Place in an oven preheated to 190C/Gas mark 5 and bake for 35 – 45 minutes, 

until a skewer inserted in the centre comes out clean. Cut into squares whilst 

still warm 

(This recipe is from The Riverford Farm Cookbook) 

Betty Wesley 
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A QUIZ WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Below is a photo taken of Fauconberg House at Cheltenham Ladies College in 

1956. 

First question: Which one of the ladies is Rosemary?  

 

CHELTENHAM COLLEGE 1956 

Second question: Jane Springs (who supplied the photo) is also in it; which 

one is Jane? 

 

COMINGS AND GOINGS 

We welcome Huw Evans and Jane Smith to Orchard Barn in Ramsdean. They 

split their time between the Channel Islands and the UK. Elaine Ford and her 

two girls who previously lived there have moved to Lower House Farm, 

Frogmore. 

We also welcome Lucinda (Cindy) Attew to The Close in Langrish; Dave, Louise, 

Iris and Monty Brookes have moved away from the area. 

We wish them all well in their new homes. 
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NEW RADIO STATION WILL SHINE ON PETERSFIELD  

 
Petersfield has its own 24-hour 
dedicated digital radio service with the 
launch of Shine Radio on August 15. 
 
Shine Radio is a leap into internet 
radio by the team at Petersfield 
Community Radio, which has been 

producing podcasts and online audio content for the town for more than 18 
months. 
 
It is available on any connected device - including mobile phones, laptops and 
smart speakers – and promises ‘a brighter mix of great music’ along with local 
information, interviews and a ‘friendly voice’. The station is available 24/7 as an 
online stream at shineradio.uk. It is aimed primarily at residents of the 
Hampshire market town and its surrounding villages, such as Buriton, East 
Meon, Hawkley, Liss, Rogate and “everything in-between”. 
 
During the COVID-19 lockdown, the community radio team turned its talents to 
producing a weekday news podcast for the area, with regular updates on 
available support, closures and how people could help others in the community. 
More than 100 editions of the Morning Report were scripted, presented, 
recorded and edited remotely from volunteers’ homes, while listening figures 
topped 19,000 during its run. 
 
Almost 100 people were interviewed, with lockdown features as diverse as a 
hospital wedding - planned and performed in a week - and an 11-year-old 
fundraiser who walked to the top of Ben Nevis … on her home staircase. 
 
Co-founder and resident Richard Gaisford, a familiar face to TV viewers as chief 
correspondent on ITV’s Good Morning Britain programme, explained: “A few of 
us felt that Petersfield deserved its own radio station. The area has a lot going 
on and is bursting with talented, interesting people – but we’re right on the cusp 
of the broadcast areas for existing “local” radio stations. 
 
“The launch of Petersfield’s Shine Radio, as a 24/7 online stream, is the third 
major step along the road to our ultimate aim of a DAB licence. Step one was 
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creating a volunteer, not-for-profit organisation; step two was the launch of our 
popular podcast, the P pod, which has become a popular favourite among local 
listeners.  
 
“This is true local radio: produced locally, discussing local topics and presented 
by local people - there’s a good chance you’ll know at least one of the 
presenters.” 
 
Fellow co-founder Stephen Martin, a radio professional with more than 30 
years’ experience, added: “It is an amazing achievement in a town of our size to 
find sufficient volunteers to launch a radio station, but the support and effort 
put in by our team has been phenomenal, particularly throughout lockdown 
when the team stepped up to produce daily updates for more than four months. 
 
“I am hugely proud of what the volunteers have achieved so far and for what we 
believe we can achieve in the future. We’d like to thank all our volunteers and 
the businesses in the town that have welcomed us with open arms, and we 
hope, in return, our support has helped them survive and hopefully prosper in 
what have been difficult commercial times.” 
 
Petersfield's Shine Radio begins broadcasting at midday on Saturday, August 15, 
with a bright mix of music and local information. Its programmes include the 
Brighter Minds Quiz, with local teacher Ian Crossland, every Saturday and 
Sunday night, and a book show with local author Suzie Wilde. 
 
The project is still welcoming volunteers, particularly those looking to be trained 
for either on or off-air roles, such as production, editing, marketing, etc. 
 
To find out more about the new station visit shineradio.uk or call 01730 5 55 

500. 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 

Police 101 (non 999 emergencies) or 01962 841534 (faster!)                                    

Community Support Officer—PCSO 11357 Tricia Gibbs                                                      

Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.ukMobile—07554 775 521 

East Meon Care Group 

Provides transport to surgeries and hospital outpatients for the elderly and 

disabled.       

Call 0705 017 7505  

 Citizens Advice Bureau                                                                                                                      
Tel - 03444 111306 / 0300 3300650) or www.adviceguide.org.uk 

 

 

QUIZ ANSWERS 

Rosemary is third from the right in the back row  

 

Jane is on the far left of the front row  

mailto:Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/
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WHO’S WHO 

Parish Council  

Mrs Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman & Tree Warden) 261354
 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Mr Ian Blackwell       263972 

Mrs Debbie Luff       823550 

Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby     266941 

Mr Steve Tuff       823205           

Mr Ian Wesley (Vice Chairman, IT & Planning)  231081
 ian.c.wesley@gmail.com 

Mrs Helen Marsh (Clerk)     823352    
         langrishparishcouncil@gmail.com 

County & District Councillor  

Cllr Rob Mocatta       robert.mocatta@easthants.gov.uk 

Parochial Church Council  

Vicar  

Rev.d Jane Ball       823221    
         revjaneball@gmail.com 

Churchwarden 

Mrs Rosemary Hopewell  261354
 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Councillors 

Mr Jon Allen (Hon. Treasurer) 

Mrs Julie Blackwell  

Mrs Charlotte Denby  

Cdre David Mowlam (Secretary &Electoral Roll Officer) 

Mrs Susan Ricketts (Deanery Synod Rep) 

Mrs Joy Sang (Deanery Synod Rep) 

Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby  
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Langrish and Ramsdean Friends 

Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman) 261354 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Sylvia Deadman (Treasurer)  265354 sdeadman@toucansurf.com 

Charlotte Hetherington (Secretary) 263458 charlottehetherington@hotmail.com 

Betty Wesley (Events)   231081 betty.wesley@gmail.com 

Joy Barden     301591 

Julie Blackwell    263972    

David Butcher    823053 

Jan Mallett     261201 

 

Squeaker Committee 

Rosemary Hopewell   261354 rch.langrish@gmail.com 

Doris Rattray    823419 

Ian Wesley     231081 

 

Langrish Primary School Governors       263883  

Mr James Greenwood - Chair of Governors  

Ms Julie Gray - Vice Chair  

Mr Phil Shaw  

Mrs Paula Oppenheimer 

Mr Ray Dudman  

Mr Mike Capon 

Mr Richard Pelling 

Mr Alan Burgess - Associate Member 

Mrs Sarah Wright - Head Teacher 

Mrs Catherine Madden -Clerk to Governing Body 

 

 

mailto:sdeadman@toucansurf.com
mailto:betty.wesley@gmail.com
mailto:rch.langrish@gmail.com
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BUS TIMETABLE 
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GAIN A CLEAR PERSPECTIVE ON 

YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE 
I provide a local and comprehensive financial planning 

service, offering specialist face-to-face advice tailored to you. 

My services include: 

 

 Investment Planning 

 Retirement Planning 

 Inheritance Tax Planning              

 Intergenerational Planning 

 

 

Joy Barden DipPFS 
Partner at the Joy Barden Practice 

Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management 

Tel: 01730 301591 Email: joy.barden@sjpp.co.uk 

The Joy Barden Practice, 4 Ridgeway Office Park,  

Bedford Road, Petersfield, GU32 3QF 

 

The Partner Practice is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc  

(which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s 

website www.sjp.co.uk.products. The titles ‘Partner’ and Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s 

Place representatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:joy.barden@sjpp.co.uk
http://www.sjp.co.uk.products/
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Bricklaying and Building 

Contractor 

  

Geoff D. Cook 

From Home Extensions to Garden Walls 

Free Estimates 

Horndean 02392 595054 

  

Quality Craftsmanship and Reliable Service 
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Rattray Tree Services 

  

Thomas Rattray 

  

Telephone 01730858943  

 or 07595401427 

 

rattraytom@yahoo.co.uk 
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Flexible Tutoring for 7-11 year olds 
 

Academic GCSE student offers engaging and confidence 

boosting regular or one-off Tutoring sessions for 7-11 year olds in 

English and Maths.  

Pre-entrance test revision or booster sessions are also available. 
 

Contact Sacha Fairweather on 07471477760 
or sachafairweather@icloud.com. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:sachafairweather@icloud.com
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