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Eleanora – taken by her Mother, Louise Collins a professional photographer 
(See Page 8) 
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EDITORIAL 

We are still in lockdown and although things are easing, it does not appear that 

things will be ’back to normal’ for many months. 

Meanwhile this edition, and probably that of September, will be published 

online and emailed via the Parish Council email list as well as being published on 

The Squeaker website. For those of you who are not online, or for whom we do 

not have an email address (please do send us your email address if you are one 

of these), we will endeavour to print off a copy and deliver it to you. Thereafter 

we must decide, guided by you, whether we publish mainly online or go back to 

printed black and white copies. 

You will have received two short Squeaker Supplements online to keep you 

amused and to fill in time. We plan a further one in about six weeks’ time but 

need suggestions for things to do and good books to read. 

This edition, as the previous one does not contain some regular items which 

under the present circumstances are irrelevant, but we have tried to give a 

flavour of what is happening in our villages during this difficult time including on 

the centre pages, pictures that have been sent in by many people.  Being on-line 

and in colour, you will be able to appreciate them!                                                                    

We would be very grateful for any information about things that people have 

been or are doing so that we can share it with everybody.    

              

        Rosemary Hopewell – May 2020 

Our thanks to the following contributors:- 

Articles and Suggestions 

Jane Ball, Julie Blackwell, Evelyn Hickox, Andy Moffatt, Betty and Ian Wesley. 

Unsigned articles are by the Editor 

 Pictures 

Becky Ball, Annie Chapman, Louise Collins, Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby, Doris Rattray, 

Steve Tuff, Betty and Ian Wesley and the Editor  

Articles and letters to the Editor etc all very welcome.  Please send them in. 
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PARISH AND COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Parish Council has meet twice on Zoom to approve the annual accounts and 

to discuss ways of enhancing the Villages. 

Ramsdean Triangle Survey 

 

Background 

Langrish Parish Council wants to improve the look and usability of Ramsdean 

Village Green. In addition to its own funds, the Parish Council will seek funding 

for the project from HCC, EHDC and SDNP. In order to support any application 

for funding, we are seeking the views of Ramsdean residents about 

improvements to the appearance of The Green. 

Overleaf is a small survey which has been sent out to all Ramsdean residents. Its 

purpose is to help the PC to measure the level of support from local residents of 

the priorities for various works that the PC are proposing.  It is our intention to 

publish the results (anonymised) so that we can all get a feel for the residents’ 

priorities. 

On a final note, as a separate project, the Parish Council is looking to replace 

both Langrish and Ramsdean Notice boards and reposition the Ramsdean notice 

board closer to the centre of the triangle. 
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1. Address 

 

 

 

 

2. Do you agree that the appearance of Ramsdean Triangle should be improved    Y/N 

 

3. Extension of car parking area from 8 to 11 spaces and reinstatement of the fencing around area. 

Strongly 
Disapprove 

Disapprove Neither 
Approve nor 
Disapprove 

Approve Strongly 
Approve 

     

 

4. Level the grass area, reseed and keep grass short 

Strongly 
Disapprove 

Disapprove Neither 
Approve nor 
Disapprove 

Approve Strongly 
Approve 

     

 

5. Low level boundary around green to prevent tractors, delivery vehicles and cars from damaging the 

edges and grass 

Strongly 
Disapprove 

Disapprove Neither 
Approve nor 
Disapprove 

Approve Strongly 
Approve 

     

 

6. Foot paths across green 

Strongly 
Disapprove 

Disapprove Neither 
Approve nor 
Disapprove 

Approve Strongly 
Approve 

     

 

7. Any Further Comments 
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WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN LANGRISH AND RAMSDEAN 

The fantastic weather that we’ve had virtually since the beginning of lock-down 
has enabled everyone to get out in their gardens and enjoy the local countryside 
– some people walking up to 7 miles a day! According to Ian Wesley’s weather 
station, we have had only 0.08 inches of rain in the whole of May! We could do 
with some now for our gardens!                                                        

With the lack of traffic, wildlife has, it would appear, multiplied and people 
report seeing many more hares than usual as well as deer and even hedgehogs. 
Swallows have arrived, but do not appear to be nesting at the moment and a 
sea eagle (as mentioned in the Petersfield Post) has been seen recently over 
Langrish on two occasions.                                                                                                            

Although Langrish and Ramsdean are divided into five as it were, separate 
neighbourhoods, each one to a lesser extent, doing their ‘own thing’, 
community spirit throughout has been fantastic. The Church bell, which can be 
heard right down the valley because of the quiet, has been rung at 8pm each 
Thursday to thank the NHS, with every one coming out of their doors to clap or 
make a noise.  A birthday has been celebrated, again by neighbours coming 
outside, singing ‘Happy Birthday’, and drinking a toast!  VE day was celebrated 
up at Bordean with coffee, tea and cakes and Prosecco.                                                                           

As most people know, on instructions from the government and the 
Archbishops, the Langrish Church has been closed. However during this time, 
planned repainting of the inside of the church has taken place and the 
appearance transformed. Unfortunately we will not be able to clean and reopen 
the church just yet (see page 19) - but volunteers will be needed when we can. 
Meanwhile the churchyard, now that the cowslips have finished, is being 
regularly mowed.                                                                                                                

A very good list of people volunteering to do things for others is up on Facebook 
and the website Many people, as well as looking after their neighbours, are 
doing extra for the wider community.  

In Ramsdean, Alex Berkeley has been busily sewing ‘scrub bags’ and masks for 
the NHS and charity. Not only are these being supplied to Stroud House and 
Petersfield Hospital but some also to the London Hospital. In this she has been 
assisted by a band of helpers from Ramsdean, Langrish and East Meon.                                                                        
Sarah Raisbeck continues to bake and sell from her home her sourdough bread 
and cakes – orders between Monday and Wednesday, pick up Friday. 

In Langrish, Louise Collins has set up her own photographic business – one of 
hers is the frontispiece picture. www.louisecollinsphotography.com   

 

http://www.louisecollinsphotography.com/
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Imogen Hayden, a first-year Materials Science 
student at Corpus Christi College Oxford 
(currently studying at home until the autumn 
term), has been appointed ‘Subject 
Ambassador’ for Materials Science at her 
college where she will be working alongside 
the Admissions and Outreach Officers, to help 
develop relationships with schools and 
potential candidates by sharing details of her experiences at Oxford. She will 
regularly take part in school visits, run Q&A sessions, give tours at Open 
Days and help out with admissions.                                                                                               
Ria Hayden, as well as her community midwife duties, has signed up to be part 
of the Oxford COVID – 19 Vaccination Trial. She has been accepted, provided 
that she has no existing antibodies. She awaits the result for these.                               
Charlotte and Louise Denby (though technically living in Stroud) have, each 
week, produced a video of themselves playing duets on the piano which have 
entertained many of us. 

Finally, in early December, (Dr) James T-P moved to the second rotation in his 
Core Medical Training at Croydon University Hospital in London.  He moved 
from Geriatric Care to a Respiratory Ward, so was absolutely in the epicentre of 
the Pandemic, when ‘the shit hit the fan’.  He has been working flat out ever 
since, in full PPE!  A lot of the work he has done has been very distressing and 
not surprisingly this has made him extremely protective of his friends and family 
and absolutely furious when he has seen people out on the streets, flouting the 
Lockdown regulations. 

Many others are undoubtedly doing great things so please let us know so we 
can tell people what you are doing 

CONGRATULATIONS                                                                                                           

Another grandchild for Sue Ricketts!  

 On 8th April, Aneta and Steven Ricketts had a second daughter, Ivy May. She 

was delivered by planned C section and weighed 9lb 2oz.                                      

Congratulations to all. 
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THE RISE OF ZOOM  

It can’t have escaped your attention that 

suddenly everyone in coronavirus 

lockdown is using Zoom for video 

conferencing with their family and friends. 

And of course many home workers are 

using it for business calls. Our village book 

club is also using it for their monthly 

meetings as is Jane for Church services. 

The number of users of Zoom has gone 

from 10 million to over 200 million during 

the pandemic. So where did Zoom come 

from and why aren’t we using conference facilities from established vendors 

such as Microsoft and Google? 

The simple answer is that Zoom is cheap and cheerful and very easy to set up 

and use (and of course it’s free if you only want a 40 minute call.) Whereas 

Microsoft Teams and Google Meet are sold as part of suites of business 

programs. The Microsoft and Google products are much more sophisticated 

than Zoom (and much more secure!) but that doesn’t bother us just using it to 

have calls with family and friends. Although it ought to worry the UK 

government which seem to have standardised on Zoom for use by Parliament, 

the Cabinet and of course those daily Coronavirus press conferences.   

Those of us in the industry have much enjoyed the sight of Zoom doing to 

Google what Google has been doing to others for years; namely making a free 

product available to undercut the market for products from existing vendors. In 

a belated attempt to rescue the situation (which won’t work) Google has now 

made Meet available free of charge.  

Of course like all start-ups Zoom isn’t making any profits. The hope is always 

that if you can attract enough users then you will be able to find a way of 

making money out of them 

Ian Wesley 
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ASH DIEBACK 

  

It has been noticeable this Spring, 

when many of us have been walking 

more widely, that many more ash 

trees since last summer, appear to 

have been affected by ash dieback. 

Since its arrival in Britain in 2012, the 

disease has spread to all counties on 

the mainland, but has had so far, the 

greatest landscape impact in south-

east England. 

 

Experience from Europe where it has been prevalent for 25 years, suggest that 

the majority of ash trees will decline and die over the next 10 to 15 years. 

Currently there is no effective prevention or curative treatment, and the aim of 

management which is under constant review, has become that of trying to 

lessen its impact  

Genetic tolerance to the disease was identified in early research but the disease 

seems to be more complicated than initially thought, with site factors and levels 

of infection being just as important as genetic traits. Nevertheless several 

studies have reported that up to 5% of the ash population may possess partial 

but heritable tolerance. This appears to be more so in mature trees over 30 to 

40 years old rather than the younger trees under 25 years old which are most 

vulnerable. Recent studies have suggested that trees, particularly younger ones, 

in woodland thickets are more vulnerable than isolated trees in fields and 

hedges etc, suggesting that trees growing in ideal conditions with enough space, 

light and soil which is not too wet or too dry, appears to have more tolerance to 

ash dieback.  
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Why is this so devastating? Ash is the third 

most common broadleaf tree in woodland 

and the wider landscape in Britain – after 

Oak and Birch. In West Sussex, 21% of all 

broadleaf trees are Ash – I don’t have the 

percentage for Hampshire but it is likely to 

be similar. Over 1000 native wild life 

species use or rely on it in some way or 

other. Forty-five depend on it entirely for 

their survival. Other native species may be 

able to provide a suitable habitat for some 

of these but non-native species will not do 

this. As planting Ash is currently not 

allowed, because of import and movement 

controls, it is imperative that tolerant trees 

are identified and conditions created to enable them to regenerate and seed 

and therefore survive. 

Ash dieback – formerly known as Chalara, is a fungal disease caused by the 

fungus Hymenoscyphus fraxineus, which kills ash trees by blocking the water 

transport systems in the tree, leading to leaf loss, lesions in the wood and 

dieback of the crown of the tree. The fungus survives winter in the fallen leaf 

litter, before spores are released again in summer to re-infect the trees. Thus 

dense thickets of ash trees are highly susceptible to the disease. Visible 

symptoms vary, but include leaf wilt, leaf loss and crown (canopy) dieback. 

Canopy cover is a useful proxy for health. Infected trees are more vulnerable to 

secondary pests and diseases such as the Armillaria species (honey fungus) and 

may be weakened to the point where they succumb. Timescales of decline vary 

but mortality has been observed in as little as two growing seasons. 

Landowners under the Law have a responsibility for the health and safety of 

trees on or near their land and must maintain them in a reasonable, safe 

condition. Councils are only responsible for trees growing on Council property, 

including trees on Highways verges. The current advice to landowners is that 

they should be acting now in preparation for an increasing risk. They should 

identify their ash population, assess the tree conditions, then monitor and be 

prepared for loss of trees, now or later. Focus should be on trees growing in 

high-risk locations – adjacent to the highway, service network infrastructure, 
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buildings or in areas or routes frequently used by the public. Trees with less than 

50% crown dieback should be monitored regularly, but trees with more than 

this should be considered for felling. Proactive felling requires a licence from the 

Forestry Commission. However it is permissible to fell trees without a licence if 

they are growing in gardens, churchyards, orchards or public open spaces. 

Neither is a licence required for felling of any tree for the prevention of danger. 

As far as ash trees are concerned they should fulfil the following criteria; clearly 

affected by ash dieback; within falling distance (total height of the tree) of a 

highway, service network or a space with frequent public use; greater part(more 

than 50%) of the crown dead; show basal lesions with or without evidence of 

secondary infection. However not all dead or dying trees pose a threat and it is 

important that they be retained to support a bio diverse ecosystem. It is 

unnecessary and not required by law, to pre-emptively fell isolated trees even if 

they are severely affected if they are not in high-risk areas. What is more, it is 

expensive to do so and some are making a great deal of money from it! 

Diseased trees in vulnerable positions need to be felled. Some less affected 

trees, that may be showing tolerance, can be managed by the removal of dead 

wood, crown reduction or pollarding. Coppicing is not recommended as 

evidence suggests that 80% will be dead in four years. They should then be 

monitored regularly. Felled trees should be replaced by other species such as 

oak, rowan, beech, sycamore, hazel, birch, alder, aspen, hawthorn, field maple 

and lime depending upon the relevant soil type. Beach, sycamore and maple 

which are all suitable around here are susceptible to bark stripping by grey 

squirrels 

Ash wood both infected and uninfected, can be moved from sites and used for 

household burning. Brushing leaf and shoot material from the logs and firewood 

before moving helps prevent unintentional spread. 

There are various sites where these guidelines can be confirmed: DEFRA, the 

Forestry Commission and the Woodland Trust 

Rosemary Hopewell – Tree Warden 

SELECTING AND CARING FOR TREES 

Advice from East Hants Tree Wardens  

• First principle: choose the ‘Right Tree in the Right Place’.  This means 

taking time to assess the nature of the site that the tree is intended for, 
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including its microclimate, soil (whether acid or alkaline, wet or droughty), 

and size (whether there is room for the tree to grow to the size expected 

at maturity).  It also means taking time to consider just what the tree is 

intended to do: e.g. look beautiful, provide wildlife habitat, cast shade and  

provide cooling, provide edible fruits and/or nuts, capture carbon, or a 

combination of these).  Consider both native and non-native trees – each 

type has its own merits.  Don’t forget that our climate is changing and that 

trees (if planted well and looked after) can be expected to live for many 

decades, even centuries!  So also consider the suitability of preferred tree 

species for much hotter and drier conditions and take professional advice 

if necessary – you may need to reconsider! 

• Second principle: a ‘one dollar tree deserves a ten dollar hole’, meaning 

that it is important that the site for the tree is suitable, and the soil in such 

a state (not too shallow, stony or compact) that the roots will be able to 

grow into it as the tree matures.  In addition, the pit dug to plant the tree 

should be of sufficient size to accommodate all the roots on the transplant 

or standard.  The site should preferably receive some water as rain, but 

not too much such that it acts as a sump and is waterlogged for much of 

the year.  Consider improving the soil by digging and the application of 

compost before tree planting if necessary. 

• Third principle: the tree should be protected against its natural enemies 

for at least the first three years.  These can include voles, mice, rabbits, 

deer and squirrels.  They can also include humans, either acting maliciously 

(vandalism) or carelessly (e.g. damaging the lower bark during strimming 

or grass mowing around the tree).  Tree guards, or fencing, should be 

selected to protect against the most likely of these agents.  Similarly, 

young trees can be easily killed by weeds (especially grass) allowed to 

grow too close to the tree stem.  ALL weeds should be removed in a circle 

of at least one metre around the tree and regularly inspected to ensure 

that this circle remains weed-free.  Mulch of bark, wood chips or plastic 

can be used for this purpose.   Tree staking is often necessary to support 

tree ‘standards’ and can also help in protection. 

• Fourth principle: young trees should be regularly watered by hand during 

periods of hot and dry weather in spring and summer months.   

Andy Moffatt 
Acting Co-ordinator, East Hants Tree Wardens 
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LANGRISH AND RAMSDEAN FRIENDS 

Well, who knows what is going to happen over the next few months?                              

When we had our last Friends meeting I don’t think any of us would have 

predicted that our April meeting would be cancelled due to “lock down” and our 

village lunch and Autumn meetings would be at risk for the same reason. 

It seems highly likely that there will be a requirement for social distancing for 

some time, particularly for those of us who are over 70. The annual village lunch 

is scheduled for Sunday 30th August at The Old Hopkiln, courtesy of Marjorie 

Day. Clearly, whether this event can take place depends on the rules regarding 

social distancing that are in place at that time. Please look out for emails and 

messages on the Langrish and Ramsdean Facebook page for updates on this 

matter.                                                                                                                                          

Our evening meetings with a meal and talk at Langrish House will resume in 

mid-October if social distancing is no longer required. Dates and details of the 

programme of events will be published in the September issue of The Squeaker 

or as soon as the situation regarding what we may or may not do by that time 

becomes clearer. 

Meanwhile take care and stay safe. 

Betty Wesley 

 

BOOK REVIEW – LANGRISH BOOK CLUB 

February 2020 

This is going to Hurt by Adam Kay 
 
Basically the secret diaries of a Junior Doctor, Dr Adam Kay has since taken his 

observations on tour. At times hilarious, and others emotionally heartbreaking, 

but reality it is. A collection of diary entries written during his medical training 

from 2004 to 2010. He rises through the medical ranks and often questions why 

he is doing this; the hours are long, it gives him no social life, but it is compelling 

reading and all the more so for being real and identifiable. You will laugh and 

cry, and learn a lot through his medical explanations.  

As a group we mostly enjoyed the book, though it was questioned why he took 

this career path if it is was so hard... 
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March/April 2020  

Fool Me Once by Harlan Coben 
 
This story opens simply enough, a young woman, Maya, returns from the 
funeral of her husband as a single parent, she had been present when he was 
shot. The plot suddenly takes a sudden turn when a girlfriend of hers suggests 
she use a ‘nanny-cam’ in the home so she can keep an eye on her 2yr old 
daughter when she is being looked after. More twists and turns when we learn 
that Maya is an ex-soldier struggling with PTSD. Her former colleague Shane 
offers support, but is that really an excuse or something else? She also lost her 
sister in violent circumstances, and realizes her in-laws are not what they seem 
to be. You’ll hang on every word... 
 
We enjoyed the book and it was fast moving, full of twists and turns and the 
final twist gave us all a shock. 
 

May 2020  

Big Sky by Kate Atkinson 
 
The creator of the Jackson Brodie series, the story takes place in Yorkshire and 
the north east coast. He’s investigating a possible unfaithful husband for his 
suspicious wife, but a chance encounter leads him into a sinister network and 
back into the path of someone from his past. Old secrets, new lies and the seedy 
underbelly of a Yorkshire seaside town, lead to a tale of sordid crimes. There’s a 
golfing trio, each with seedy pasts which gradually unfold. It takes time to get 
into this by way of introducing characters and scenarios, but once you’re in – 
well you’ll be hooked. 
 
Another enjoyable book, and all the more so for being topical with identifiable 
characters, evildoers but with loyalty to family and friends. 
 

June –  The House on Carnaval Street  by Deborah Rodriguez 

 
 

Julie Blackwell 
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CHURCH NEWS – THE UPPER MEON BENEFICE 

In the Pew News email for 17th May I was talking about a number of events that 

should have been happening. One of them was the licensing of the Rev’d Mary 

Jepp. We should have been having a joint service at 10.30am in West Meon but 

this has had to be put on hold. Mary, along with her husband Mike and their 

two dogs are currently living in Kilmarnock and even though restrictions are 

beginning to be lifted slightly here we still can’t gather together and the Jepps 

can’t move from Scotland! Unfortunately, we can’t zoom this service and we will 

have to wait for a time when we can be together physically.  

We are one step closer to becoming the Upper Meon Benefice though. On the 

21st January Bishop Christopher signed a Pastoral Order that came into effect on 

1st February extending my licence to include West Meon and Warnford. This 

means that I now carry legal responsibility for all four parishes and am officially 

Rector of East Meon, Langrish, West Meon and Warnford. On the ground you 

will notice very little difference because this doesn’t mean becoming one big 

parish: all four churches will continue to have services; my main responsibility 

will continue to be East Meon and Langrish, Mary’s will be West Meon and 

Warnford and we will continue to celebrate the unique contribution that each 

church makes to its community.  

When Mary is licensed it will be as associate rector for East Meon, Langrish, 

West Meon and Warnford. We were meant to begin using our new name, ‘The 

Upper Meon Benefice’, at Mary’s licensing but you might see it start to slip in 

before then. As we look forward to this next stage of our lives together, please 

do continue to pray for our communities: 

God of endings and beginnings, 
we give you thanks for the life of our churches and 
the faithful worshippers and ministers 
who have served you and the people of our communities over many years. 
Guided by your spirit of wisdom and courage 
help us to take this work forward in new and exciting ways 
that we might all be encouraged to 
Live clearly as your disciples, 
Pray that many more people would come to know you and your love 
and Serve the world around us. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen 
 With best wishes,  Rev’d Jane Ball 
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ZOOMING FROM THE VICARAGE. 

Zoom, just one look and then my heart went boom 

Suddenly and we were on the moon 

Flyin' high in a neon sky, oh 

Bang, just one touch and all the church bells rang 

Heaven called and all the angels sang 

Sunrise shine in the midnight sky, oh 

Oh zoom, you chased the day away 

High noon, the moon and stars came out to play 

Then my whole wide world went zoom 

(High as a rainbow as we went flyin' by) 

If you’re of a certain age, you’ll recognise these lyrics from the hit song ‘Zoom’ 

by Fat Larry’s Band. In 1982 it peaked at number 2 in the UK singles chart and 

I’m afraid I am old enough to remember. I hated it and looking at the lyrics now I 

can’t quite believe it was a hit. The tune wasn’t much better. If you’d asked me 

about zoom pre 23rd March this is what I would have thought you were talking 

about. Suddenly, following the Prime Minister’s announcement of the lock down 

on the evening of the 23rd it took on a whole different meaning.  

I think there’s still some part of my mind that’s in shock at the speed at which 

everything happened. One week we couldn’t share the peace, the next week we 

couldn’t have wine at communion services, the following week we weren’t 

allowed to hold services in church, but I was still allowed to be there. Having got 

my head around taking a short service in each church in Warnford, West Meon, 

East Meon and Langrish, thinking that at least prayer would still be said in our 

places of worship, we got the letter from the Archbishop – along with a letter 

from our Bishop – to say that clergy were not allowed into church either. What 

was the next plan? 

Suddenly there was Zoom. I made the decision not to go down the route of live 

streaming or putting a video on YouTube. I know a lot of churches have gone 

down this route but I wanted something that would allow people to feel that 

they were gathering together in the same place at the same time, even if the 

space was a ‘virtual’ one. It’s been a very steep learning curve and a bit of a 

bumpy ride.  
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Over the last eight weeks I’ve: figured out how to add the link to the Pew News 

email, included an order of service for each week so that the readings could be 

added in, discovered the ‘mute all’ button therefore getting rid of a lot of 

background noise and the discord created when lots of people were speaking at 

the same time, decided to unmute a couple of people because watching a lot of 

faces with no sound gave me the giggles, figured out how to add in music (my 

first attempt was not good as the sound quality was pretty bad and I didn’t 

realise that muting myself so I could join with the singing would also mute the 

music!!) not only from a down-load but also from YouTube clips (thanks to a 

prod in the right direction from Jonathan Iremonger)…and we’re getting there! 

There’s no doubt that there’s a downside to all this. To me it doesn’t really feel 

like church. I have heard – and have said myself – that church is not just about 

building, it’s about people but the building matters. I’ve had a lot of time to 

think about this and I think for me it’s to do with being in places where people 

have prayed. There’s something about the history of the place but also about 

the intention, why people go. I know I don’t need to be in church to pray but it 

certainly helps to concentrate your mind when the distractions of daily life 

aren’t all around you (I took Compline last night with my grandson playing in the 

background – not a bad thing but not conducive to leading a service!). I’m 

conscious of the fact that quite a number of our regular worshippers are not 

there. Some are excluded by the technology, some by inadequate 

internet/broadband connections, some because it’s not in church; there are 

probably other reasons as well. Sometimes the technical difficulties can be 

incredibly frustrating. Having had reasonable success for a few weeks, this 

Sunday was a nightmare with people trying to access the service and not being 

able to get audio or video to work, logging out and logging in again – it was a bit 

of a disaster and I spent the service wondering what I’d got wrong only to learn 

that there was an issue with Zoom crashing that was nothing to do with me! 

The other big downside for me is no Eucharist. I decided that we would have 

Morning Prayer and included my ‘sermon’ in the email with Pew News so that 

those unable to join could still see what was happening. I didn’t want to share a 

Eucharist by zoom because the important thing about sharing communion 

together is exactly that – it’s about something that we share together as part of 

a gathered community and not something for you to watch me doing. I miss 

hearing the bells, I miss the sense of occasion, I miss the routine but most of all I 
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miss the contact with everyone, that sense of being in the same place at the 

same time with a common purpose, the interaction.   

Of course, there are a lot of positives. As the weeks have gone on, we have had 

around 50 people taking part and it generally works well. It’s not often I take 

services in church with that number of people! We are gathering together 

people from each church in the Benefice and beyond. Those who have been 

unable to get to church are there, my parents from Stafford are there; we’ve 

been joined by relatives in South Africa and Australia. It is wonderful to see 

people arriving on screen and being able to say hello to friends and neighbours 

that they haven’t seen for a while. 

What do we do going forward? We are not going to be back to normal for a long 

time, so zoom is going to be around for a while. Maybe it will be there 

permanently in some form or another? Last week I was given permission to go 

back into church but the choice between being on my own in church or zooming 

in my study with everyone else was an easy choice to make; you will be seeing 

the inside of my study for a while yet! We will probably reach the point when a 

limited number of people will be able to join services in church whilst others 

won’t so I imagine there will a mix of church and zoom in some form or another. 

Ultimately this isn’t just my decision to make. This is something that the PCC will 

be discussing but what do you think? I would be interested to know what church 

means to you, the building, the people? What would you like to see happening 

there? Please do let me know.  

Finally, if you’re not on the email list for the Pew News and would like to try out 

the zoom services, let me know and I can add you in (revjaneball@gmail.com). 

In the meantime, we’ll keep zooming! 

Rev’d Jane Ball 

 

mailto:revjaneball@gmail.com
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                           The Avenue       Bluebells in Floud Wood 

 

                             Easter Sunday wild flowers – 32 different kinds 

 

                View from Old Vicarage                         The Wool Pond 
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Cowslips on Butser 

 

                      Early Purple Orchid (Orchis mascula) – out at Easter 

 

                     A Ramsdean lane  Beeches coming down from Butser 
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VE DAY 1945 LANGRISH 

There do not appear to have been any celebrations of note in Langrish on VE 

Day itself but the parish council was invited in February 1946 to join in 

celebrations in Petersfield on 8th June 1946  which was designated Victory Day. 

As many of the children were at school in Stroud, which came under Petersfield 

UDC, it was decided that it was more appropriate for them to join the 

Petersfield celebrations. There was plenty to entertain them and their parents 

with a cricket match on the Heath; a children’s fancy dress parade in the 

Square:; a baby show; Punch and Judy shows etc and tea in the Town Hall. This 

was followed by community singing and dancing on the Heath from 8 PM.   

We have therefore decided to reprint Evelyn Hickox recollections of the day 

itself.  These were published in ‘The Squeaker’ on both the 45th and 50th 

anniversaries of VE Day. 

VE DAY LONDON – MAY 8TH 1945  

From my diary written the next day. I notice in this narrative I was obsessed by 

lights, no doubt as a result of the blackout. 

We started out from Chelsea about 8:30 PM after hearing the King’s speech on 

the radio, making our way through Knightsbridge to Hyde Park Corner. A 

drunken man fell at our feet, we propped him against a door, hoping he would 

sleep it off! A crowd of students from the Imperial College of Science marched 

past in paper hats and odd costumes, carrying banners and letting off 

firecrackers. 

As we passed Hyde Park Corner into Green Park, the crowds grew dense and as 

we neared Buckingham Palace, movement was difficult.  We all sported red 

white and blue favours, soldiers on their caps, girls on their heads or pinned to 

coats and dresses. Many were wielding gas rattles (these in a war were to be 

used to warn of a gas attack), blew whistles, beat on tin cans and played banjos, 

anything to make a noise! 

We eventually joined the crowds in front of the Palace about 10:15 PM and 

waited patiently for things to happen. The crowd was singing patriotic songs, 

cheering and shouting ’We want the King’, ‘Come on George’. Airmen were 

firing red and blue flares into the air and a bonfire was blazing merrily in St 

James’s Park. At 10:30 PM the floodlighting was switched on to the Palace and 

the King, Queen and two princesses emerged onto the balcony. The King was in 
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the uniform of Admiral of the Fleet, and the Queen wearing a diamond tiara and 

grey fox fur over a blue dress, Princess Elizabeth in ATS uniform and Princess 

Margaret in a powder blue dress. They came out several times and the crowd 

sang the National Anthem and for ‘He’s a Jolly good fellow’. 

After they withdrew we wandered into St James’s Park, the view from the 

bridge across the lake was wonderful to light starved Londoners. In one 

direction lay the floodlit Palace, its reflection gleaming gold in Lake, in the other 

the other glittered Horse Guards Parade; and the lake island which was floodlit 

in green and red. We wandered along Birdcage Walk towards Parliament 

Square, the Middlesex Guildhall was floodlit with a pinkish light, giving the lovely 

old building a baroque look. Big Ben standing sentinel fully lit but the Victoria 

tower stood darkly brooding except for a searchlight playing on the Union Jack 

at the top which seemed to be floating in the dark sky. On the Ministry of Health 

the flags of all the Allied nations were highlighted 

We turned down Whitehall, noting the balcony where Winston Churchill had 

appeared earlier.  Tired people sat in doorways, on kerbs and walls. The 

Cenotaph was dark and people paused and remembered the price we had paid 

for this victory. 

We continued to Trafalgar Square with a great deal of pushing and shoving. 

Admiralty Arch was floodlit; Nelson, lit by a searchlight, was may be cheering 

too, with the others who had done their duty. As we walked towards the 

Haymarket people just stood jammed together, moving with the crowds. 

Servicemen of all nations were climbing lampposts, poles and anything upright. 

Men and girls were dancing on the tops of bins, and the surfaces of air raid 

shelters.. Music came, I think from the clubs and cafes whose doors and 

windows were wide open. As we turned up Piccadilly towards the Ritz of London 

search lights began criss-crossing the sky – what a sight. After a very long time 

trying to move, we eventually joined a line of people doing the conga and going 

in our direction. We rested a while in Green Park what, watching the crowd 

singing around another crackling bonfire and eventually reached Hyde Park 

Corner. We arrived eventually in the quiet flag bedecked streets of Chelsea. 

Stumbling into bed I felt very relieved that it was over in Europe but how long 

would it take to defeat Japan? 

         Evelyn Hickox – then aged 24 
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ELDERFLOWER CORDIAL 

Ingredients   

2.5 Kg granulated sugar                                                                                                
1.5 litres water 

20 fresh elderflower heads, stems removed                                                                                                   
50g citric acid (for preserving)                                                                                                                          
2 Campden tablets (for better preserving) 

Method 

Put the sugar and water into a large pan and bring to a simmer on a medium 

heat. Avoid boiling the mixture. Stir every so often. 

Slice the lemons thinly. Wash the elderflowers carefully but thoroughly, 

ensuring that any bugs are removed. Discard any flowers that don’t look 

healthy. Shake the flowers carefully to remove excess water. 

Now bring the sugar syrup to the boil, turn off the heat and add the 

elderflowers, the sliced lemon, citric acid & the Campden tablets. Mix with a 

wooden spoon to combine all the ingredients. Cover and leave to infuse for 24 

hours. 

The next day, filter the cordial into a large clean jug through a fine sieve or 

muslin and then pour into sterilised bottles. (Bottles can be sterilised most easily 

using Milton or by using the highest temperature in the dishwasher.) 

If the cordial looks at all cloudy once bottled I am afraid it will have to be filtered 

again if you want to ensure a reasonable shelf life. Well filtered elderflower 

cordial stored in a cool cupboard will last for up to a year. 

Betty Wesley 
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QUIZ – FOOD AND DRINK 

 

1. What food is known as the ‘Staff of Life’? 

2. Peach Melba features peaches, vanilla ice cream and what fruit sauce? 

3. The name of which pudding translates roughly as ‘white food’? 

4. Where would you have found a couple of dozen ‘Tardus merula’ in strange 

culinary circumstances? 

5. Mozzarella cheese was traditionally made from the milk of which animal? 

6. ‘Black Velvet’ is made by mixing Stout with what? 

7. What type of fish is smoked to make a kipper? 

8. What would you expect to find in a dish ‘à la Florentine’? 

9. Chablis is a white wine from which French region? 

10. Which spice comes from the dried stigmas of ‘Crocus sativa’? 

11. Which sauce is used in ‘Eggs Benedict’? 

12. Porcini is a wild edible type of what? 

13. Which Queen of England had a nickname which is the same as a cocktail? 

14. What would you find inside a ‘Carpetbagger steak’? 

15. Neapolitan ice cream is made of which flavours?  

16. Which grape is mainly used in the making of Beaujolais? 

17. Mortadella sausage is the product of which Italian city? 

18. Which country has the largest number of 3* Michelin restaurants? 
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LOWER BORDEAN FARMHOUSEHOUSE  

Built in the early 19th century 

and with an early 20th century  

exterior, Lower Bordean 

Farmhouse is another of our 

Grade 2 listed buildings. It has 

brick walls in Flemish and 

English bond, a brick and flint 

plinth and also flint walls with 

brick dressings. There is a 1st  

floor band to the west wall with brick dentil eaves and fascia. It has a hipped tile 

roof and old fashioned windows with sashes and casements.                                                                                                          

In the early 20th century a Bath stone Doric porch was added. It has two plain 

columns and two pilasters, enclosing a brick arched opening, with fanlight and 

panelled door.          Ian Wesley 

HAVE YOU NOTICED?  

When driving along the A272  towards 

Petersfield, almost opposite Mustercombe 

Farm, have you noticed this in the hedge?                  

An untidy mess, looking like cobwebs.                        

Similar objects were present about 10 years ago 

They are the tough silken webs spun by the 

‘Brown-tailed’ moth (Euproctis chrysorrhoea) to 

protect their caterpillars during the winter. The 

caterpillars are brown and very hairy and they sting! - so are best not handled!  

They remain throughout the winter snug in their tents, incorporating some of it 

into their cocoons in which they pupate, finally emerging in July-August as a 

moth with pure white wings and brown tail that flies at night.  And so the cycle 

recommences.                                                                                                                            

The ’outbreaks’ of these moths are spasmodic and mainly in Southern England.    

The tents can appear on a wide range of trees, particularly fruit trees and a bad 

attack can rob gardeners of the fruit for that year.  Spraying is useless as a 

means of getting rid of them, as the tents protect the caterpillars. The only 

effectual treatment is careful cutting out, wearing protective clothing and 

burning them.   
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QUIZ ANSWERS 

 

 

PICTURE THIS - PHONE APP 

I strongly recommend this phone app for 

flower, plant and tree identification. It is 

available for both Apple and Android phones. 

It’s free for a 1 week trial period and after that 

is £20 per year. (If you don’t want to subscribe 

be careful to cancel the subscription 24 hours 

before the end of the trial so you don’t get 

charged.)  

All you do to use it is take a photo of the 

specimen and it immediately identifies what it 

is. I have used it on our walks around Langrish 

during the lockdown and on the plants in my 

flower and vegetable gardens and it has been 

100% accurate. It also provides lots of 

information about the specimen (Latin and 

common names, preferred soil type, diseases 

suffered from etc.) It then keeps all the timed and dated images in a library for 

you so you can remember what you have seen when you get back from your 

walk or garden tour.                                                                                                                      

Would you have identified the specimen in the photo as “Bugleweed”?  

Ian Wesley 

Highly recommended but probably American origin.  

In UK we just call  this ‘Bugle’    Editor  
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 

Police 101 (non 999 emergencies) or 01962 841534 (faster!)                                    

Community Support Officer—PCSO 11357 Tricia Gibbs                                                      

Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.ukMobile—07554 775 521 

East Meon Care Group 

Provides transport to surgeries and hospital outpatients for the elderly and 

disabled.       

Call 0705 017 7505  

 Citizens Advice Bureau                                                                                                                      
Tel - 03444 111306 / 0300 3300650) or www.adviceguide.org.uk 

 

 

  

mailto:Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/


30 

 

WHO’S WHO 

Parish Council  

Mrs Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman & Tree Warden) 261354
 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Mr Ian Blackwell       263972 

Mrs Debbie Luff       823550 

Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby     266941 

Mr Steve Tuff       823205           

Mr Ian Wesley (Vice Chairman, IT & Planning)  231081
 ian.c.wesley@gmail.com 

Mrs Helen Marsh (Clerk)     823352    
         langrishparishcouncil@gmail.com 

County & District Councillor  

Cllr Rob Mocatta       robert.mocatta@easthants.gov.uk 

Parochial Church Council  

Vicar  

Rev.d Jane Ball       823221    
         revjaneball@gmail.com 

Churchwarden 

Mrs Rosemary Hopewell  261354
 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Councillors 

Mr Jon Allen (Hon. Treasurer) 

Mrs Julie Blackwell  

 Mrs Charlotte Denby  

Cdre David Mowlam (Secretary &Electoral Roll Officer) 

Mrs Susan Ricketts (Deanery Synod Rep) 

Mrs Joy Sang (Deanery Synod Rep) 

Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby  
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Langrish and Ramsdean Friends 

Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman) 261354 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Sylvia Deadman (Treasurer)  265354 sdeadman@toucansurf.com 

Charlotte Hetherington (Secretary) 263458 charlottehetherington@hotmail.com 

Betty Wesley (Events)   231081 betty.wesley@gmail.com 

Joy Barden     301591 

Julie Blackwell    263972    

David Butcher    823053 

Jan Mallett     261201 

 

Squeaker Committee 

Rosemary Hopewell   261354 rch.langrish@gmail.com 

Doris Rattray    823419 

Ian Wesley     231081 

 

Langrish Primary School Governors       263883  

Mr James Greenwood - Chair of Governors  

Ms Julie Gray - Vice Chair  

Mr Phil Shaw  

Mrs Paula Oppenheimer 

Mr Ray Dudman  

Mr Mike Capon 

Mr Richard Pelling 

Mr Alan Burgess - Associate Member 

Mrs Sarah Wright - Head Teacher 

Mrs Catherine Madden -Clerk to Governing Body 

 

 

mailto:sdeadman@toucansurf.com
mailto:betty.wesley@gmail.com
mailto:rch.langrish@gmail.com
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BUS TIMETABLE 
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GAIN A CLEAR PERSPECTIVE ON 

YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE 
I provide a local and comprehensive financial planning 

service, offering specialist face-to-face advice tailored to you. 

My services include: 

 

 Investment Planning 

 Retirement Planning 

 Inheritance Tax Planning              

 Intergenerational Planning 

 

 

Joy Barden DipPFS 
Partner at the Joy Barden Practice 

Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management 

Tel: 01730 301591 Email: joy.barden@sjpp.co.uk 

The Joy Barden Practice, 4 Ridgeway Office Park,  

Bedford Road, Petersfield, GU32 3QF 

 

The Partner Practice is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc  

(which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s 

website www.sjp.co.uk.products. The titles ‘Partner’ and Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s 

Place representatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:joy.barden@sjpp.co.uk
http://www.sjp.co.uk.products/
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Bricklaying and Building 

Contractor 

  

Geoff D. Cook 

From Home Extensions to Garden Walls 

Free Estimates 

Horndean 02392 595054 

  

Quality Craftsmanship and Reliable Service 
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Rattray Tree Services 

  

Thomas Rattray 

  

Telephone 01730858943  

 or 07595401427 

 

rattraytom@yahoo.co.uk 
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Flexible Tutoring for 7-11 year olds 
 

Academic GCSE student offers engaging and confidence 

boosting regular or one-off Tutoring sessions for 7-11 year olds in 

English and Maths.  

Pre-entrance test revision or booster sessions are also available. 
 

Contact Sacha Fairweather on 07471477760 
or sachafairweather@icloud.com. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:sachafairweather@icloud.com
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