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EDITORIAL 

I am going away! Almost as far as I can go and out of easy contact with the 

world - Antarctica. 

Hoorah! I shall miss all the run up and immediate aftermath of the election.  I 

know that an editor is not supposed to talk about things even remotely political 

but I do wish for the good (bad?) old days when there was tolerance of other 

people’ views and one could express an opinion without watching one’s back.  

Fortunately in Langrish and around here, this does not apply.  It is very 

noticeable that if anyone is in trouble and it does not matter who they are, 

people rally round and help and give support.  Long may we stay like this. 

Next year is going to be an exciting year, one way and another, so there is a lot 

to look forward to.  So have a good New Year and a Happy Christmas too. 

Question – Do you like the new format of the Cover or did you prefer the old 

one – opinion is divided.   

Please, please give us some guidance                                    

                                                       Rosemary Hopewell – Editor November 2019 

 

Our thanks to the following contributors:- 

Articles and Suggestions 

Jane Ball, Julie Blackwell, Louisa Denby, Ria Haydon, Wendy Moss, Steve Tuffs, 

Betty and Ian Wesley. 

Unsigned articles are by the Editor 

 Pictures 

Ria Haydon, Steve Tuffs, Betty Wesley, the Editor and the Internet  

 

Articles and letters to the Editor etc all very welcome.  Please send them in. 
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PARISH AND COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Parish Council (PC) met for routine business on 9th September and 11th 

November.    

Ramsdean Green 

The parking on and around Ramsdean Green has improved, but will continue to 

be monitored. Hampshire Highways have agreed to replace the broken rail and 

provide an extra parking space. It will take time!! 

Footpaths                                                                                                                                                      

The PC is well aware of the bad state of some of the byways particularly in 

Ramsdean. The lower part of North Stroud Lane has been improved but Boat 17 

between Ramsdean Road and Harroway Lane seems an almost insoluble 

problem. Discussions continue with the Rights of Ways Officer. The PC is still 

hoping eventually to obtain a ban on 4-wheeled drives using BOATS, at least in 

winter.  However there is much bureaucracy!!  

Stiles                                                                                                                                                            

These are gradually being replaced, particularly in Ramsdean, as and when they 

and money becomes available. A fuller account will appear in the next edition  

Defibrillator                                                                                                                                                

A reminder  - The defibrillator is still in its original position on the wall of what 

was the Rosemary Foundation and is now part of Bardons, who are kindly 

servicing it for us.  The code to open it is as before 4321√.   

If you cannot remember the details, it is now registered with the Ambulance 

Service who will tell you where it is and the code to open it, when you dial 999 

for help. 

The next Parish Council meeting is on Tuesday 28th January at 7.30pm at 

Langrish House. All are welcome as all meetings are open to the public. 

 

Please note – Our Clerk, Helen Marsh now has a different email address for 

contacting her about PC matters.  It is; langrishparishcouncil@gmail.com 
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UPPER HOUSE FARM, RAMSDEAN 

 

 

 

Upper House Farm, Ramsdean is another of our Grade 2 listed buildings. It was 

originally built in the 1600s, apparently on the site of a house listed in the 

Domesday book. The house passed through many generations of farmers, the 

last farming family owning the farm for nearly 100 years. The original cottage 

was extended at the rear by the addition of two conjoined extensions in the late 

1700s and like most houses of the time uses some oak timbers from a ship. We 

believe that it was the practice at the time to return ship’s timbers to their place 

of origin when ships were decommissioned. Whether true or not the ships 

timbers are remarkable strong and hard and do not suffer from the wordworm. 

In the 1990s the house and barns were split up. The fields largely being sold 

separately, the barns converted to residential use (The Thatched Barns, 

Ramsdean) and the residual house (with its listed status including surrounding 

walls and granary) sold as a residential property. 

According to the listing description the house itself is built of ‘of roughly-coursed 

malmstone with brick dressings (quoins, some chamfered reveals, high plinth 

step)’. What this means in practice is that the walls are mostly made of local  
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clunch - a soft local stone, held together with brick. It seems to have held up 

pretty well for the last 400 years. Inside there was once a well, long since 

removed and covered over. Outside two enormous yew trees are planted 

adjacent to the house – we think possibly planted at the time of construction. It 

could be the site of the house was chosen to maximise morning and afternoon 

sunlight as the rooms are much brighter than is typical for a house of this age. 

All in all, even though it was 400 years ago, they knew what they were doing 

when the house was built. 

Steve Tuffs, November 2019 

 

 

 

 

QUIZ ANSWERS 
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LANGRISH AND RAMSDEAN FRIENDS 

There have been four Friends events since the last edition of “The Squeaker”. 

Village Lunch 

 

The annual Village Lunch was held in Ramsdean, 

courtesy of Giles & Alex Barclay. The weather was kind 

to us at last allowing everyone to relax, chat and enjoy 

an excellent lunch in a beautiful setting. 

 

A tasting of hand-crafted English liqueurs by Richard Dampney  

Having supplied everyone with their first “taster”, Richard 

explained how the family business had started, the sourcing of 

ingredients, their methods of production and the current 

product range. This was followed by further tastings by all those 

present. I think I am safe in saying that we strongly recommend 

all of the Dampney products and if you missed the tasting you will be able 

sample them at the Christmas Fair on 30th November. 

Coffee morning with activities for children at Barrow Hill Barns, 

Ramsdean 
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The theme for the morning was “Plastic Attack”. The adults enjoyed the 

opportunity to chat over coffee, biscuits and cakes while the children recycled 

small plastic bottles into bird feeders and produced two beautiful posters. We 

hope that they will be displayed in the Church to show the effect of plastic 

harming our oceans. 

Meal and talk at Langrish House by Peter Price on the Stroud Rom an 

Villa 

Following an excellent two course meal with free wine, 

Peter Price, an eminent local archaeologist, gave us a 

fascinating talk on the Stroud Roman Villa updating us 

on this summer’s excavations by Liss Archaeology and 

placing the villa in the context of other Roman sites in 

our area.  

Future Events 

Wednesday 11th December 7:30 pm 

Christmas meal at Langrish House 

New Year’s Day Wednesday 1 st January 10.00am onwards 

‘Blow the Cobwebs away’   

Annual walk (Langrish & East Meon)  

Starting from ‘The George’; long and short circuits. 

Thursday 30th January 7:30 pm 

Wine and cheese tasting at Langrish House. 

Thursday 13thMarch 7:30 pm 

Meal and talk at Langrish House 

Thursday 23rd April 7:30 pm 

Meal and AGM. 

Betty Wesley 
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BROADBAND AGAIN 

I am a BT customer with superfast broadband speed of 300 MBPS. My package 

has been renamed (this week!) to “Halo 1 with Fibre 250”. BT claim that this 

gives me “ultra-reliable broadband, service like you’ve never experienced 

and more from your mobile and home phone.” This means as well as a fibre 

connection you get local support from the UK and the provision of a BT 

mobile 4G hub if your broadband ever goes down. Unfortunately there is no 

BT mobile signal where I live so the mobile hub doesn’t work unless you 

drive somewhere else.  

Recently our fibre broadband was down for just over a week meaning I 

spent many hours on the phone to BT to get it fixed. Here are some notes 

that might help you if your broadband goes down: 

1. Once you are on fibre you are on a different BT internal computer 

system from other customers. Postings on the BT website about your 

problem status are irrelevant.  

2. As soon as BT won’t give you a date for fixing the problem, make a 

formal complaint. This gets you further up the BT hierarchy and if you 

insist, they will ring you daily to update you on their (usually lack of) 

progress.  

3. BT has no idea what Openreach is up to and therefore no idea when a 

fault will be fixed; and of course, you can’t talk to Openreach.  

4. If you make enough fuss, they can put you back on the copper network 

as a temporary fix. It was only 2 MBPS but much better than using my 

O2 mobile as a hotspot and paying the data charges myself. 

5. You are entitled to compensation if your broadband is down for more 

than 3 days (how much depends on your contract) and also £25 

compensation if an engineer fails to show up for an appointment. I got 

£49 in total off my next bill.  

 

I hope this helps when your broadband goes down (it will!) 

Ian Wesley  November 2019 
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BACKGROUND TO THE BUILDING OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, LANGRISH (1) 

From the early/middle 1880s, the Church of England was in severe decline. 

There were many factors contributing to this: detachment/absence of many 

vicars from their parishes: the continued monetary privilege obtained from the 

tithe system, antagonising parishioners by the rapacious collection of these, set 

against a background of agricultural poverty: lack of empathy with their 

congregation – they had not adapted to the working or emerging middle classes; 

they lived a life of ease on the profits of their benefices, while underpaid curates 

did their work. 

 In addition to the overall decline of the Church of England, there was a 

particular problem in the parish of All Saints, East Meon (of which Langrish was 

a part). By 1851 a significant number of the Anglican congregation had deserted 

to Nonconformist chapels in East Meon, Ramsdean and Stroud. (No tithes were 

paid to these establishments), an exodus at least in part driven by the behaviour 

of the then vicar, Rev’d Thomas Cooke Kemp. 

The Rev Thomas Cooke Kemp was 39 when he became the Vicar of East Meon in 

1826.  He came from a well connected family. East Meon appears to have been 

his first, and only incumbency, remaining there until his death in 1868.  

He was soon engulfed in scandal. In 1827, a living-in servant, Elizabeth Welch 

made an allegation of ‘molestation’ against him and he counter-accused her of 

defamation of character. Judgement was given against her at a consistory Court 

at Steep, but her sentence was very lenient.  Significantly Kemp was obliged to 

pay costs. None of this would have endeared him to his new parish! 

From early in his incumbency Kemp apparently decided that his income from 

tithes was insufficient for the upkeep of the church building, his family of two 

sons and two daughters and the salaries of two curates. He also planned to build 

a new vicarage, persuading the Diocese to defray the costs. These tithes 

included £680 per annum from East Meon (which would have included Langrish, 

Ramsdean and Stroud), and £230 per annum each from the chapels at Froxfield 

and Steep, giving him an income of about £1140 per annum – about £250,000 in 

today’s money! His only apparent outgoing was the £70 and £100 respectively 

that he paid his two curates. Neither does he appear to have maintained his 

church or chapels, as his successor Rev’d William Brodie on appointment in 

1868, commissioned Ewan Christian, who was already planning the new 
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Langrish Church, to extensively refurbish All Saints East Meon. 

On his arrival, having first tried unsuccessfully to increase the tithes by 20%, he 

noticed that the farmers did not pay tithes on the ‘Swedish turnips’ they grew to 

feed their livestock in winter. Kemp claimed that they should pay additional 

tithes on these but the farmers refused and in 1831 Kemp sued Captain Samuel 

Pechell RN, the then owner of Bereleigh. The case was heard in 1833 by the 

Chief Baron of the Court of the Exchequer and was found in favour of the Vicar. 

Pechell and his team felt this unjust, and so he decided to take the case to a 

higher court saying that he was fighting on the behalf of all East Meon farmers 

against not only the vicar but also the tithe system of the Established Church. 

His brother Richard who had been elected to Parliament in 1834 presented his 

petition there,’ complaining of the vexatious proceeding of his Vicar. . . praying 

for a speedy commutation of Tithes’.  He won his case and an Act entitled 

‘Tithing of Turnips Severed from the Ground’ was passed two months later. 

These proceedings are documented in Hansard 19 June 1833.  This case played 

an important part in the ‘Tithes Commutation Act’ a year later 

Against this background, various comments were being made about the lack of 

provision for the spiritual needs of the community. In the 1851 census the 

Enumerator for this district commented on ‘the want of church accommodation 

in this district is much to be lamented; the nearest church is more than a mile 

and the majority of houses more than two miles and many three miles… It is not 

one family in five that attends any church.’ In ‘Some aspects of Langrish life’, 

Evelyn Hickox reports that Langrish was rarely visited by clergy until 1865 when 

Rev’d Edwin Paine, a curate at East Meon was appointed specifically to look 

after Langrish. He was subsequently to become Langrish’s first vicar. He 

obviously recognised the lack of provision for Langrish at that time, as in his 

letter of resignation in 1898, he refers to it as ‘a long neglected district’. 

Meanwhile the ‘Squires’ of Langrish – the Waddington family, were making 

plans.  (See Part II - next edition) 

         Rosemary Hopewell 
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BOOK REVIEW - LANGRISH BOOK CLUB 

August 

The Peacemaker by Janet Dean Knight (also a schoolfriend of mine) - Janet’s first 

novel in which she researched her own family history in North Yorkshire at the 

time of the outbreak of WWII. The story follows Violet as she uncovers secrets 

about her family which surprise and shock her and give rise to the characters 

they have become and her subsequent understanding. This provoked much 

discussion in the group, as it is entirely believable but set in these dark days it 

shows how the same human tragedies occur over and over again. A sequel 

would be interesting to see how Violet’s life could be brought up to date. 

September 

The Pilot’s Wife by Anita Shreve – From the moment Kathryn Lyons answers the 

late night knock at the door, her life unravels into something she would never 

have thought possible. She and her daughter venture into the world of accident 

investigators, airline unions all looking for something she can reveal about her 

husband Jack’s life. What is finally revealed takes the reader on an amazing 

story which no-one could have envisaged. This certainly prompted lively 

discussion, was he coerced, was he complicit? See what you think...  

October 

Me Before You by JoJo Moyes – A romance but touching on a controversial 

subject. It’s impossible not to fall in love with the characters in this story and 

you fall into Louisa’s spell as she tries to convince a young quadriplegic that he 

has something to live for. A deeply emotional and insightful novel. It’s also the 

making of Louisa as she learns to care for him and realise just what life is all 

about. Her character evolves into a different person over a very short time. If 

you like a true romance that will leave you thinking about life then this is a great 

start. Sequels follow. 

November  – Finer Things by David Wharton . . . 

Julie Blackwell 
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Ham Lane  

 

Soft over the field at first, 

Feet plunging deep into cattle prints. 

Sidelong yet swift, 

Wary of the watching herd. 

 

Out on the track, 

Drab scolding wren cuts across, 

Soon out of sight, 

But chuntering still, gently percussive. 

 

A laden holly sparks 

A startled fanfare of fieldfares, 

As we pass, 

Leaving the fading day subdued. 

 

Homeward halted 

By a kestrel, pitching headlong 

Off the high hedge,  

In silent glissando. 

 

Wendy Moss  
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MY RECENT WOW AWARD. 

What is a WOW Award? It is an award which recognizes outstanding customer 

service based purely on customer nominations. Users include utilities, local 

government, police forces and NHS hospitals.  

On a very routine postnatal visit to a family in my care, their 3 day old baby 

unexpectedly stopped breathing. With no time to think about it, I got the Dad to 

call 999 and then directed him to the boot of my car, where I carry basic 

resuscitation equipment. Started resuscitation, gave Dad lots of jobs to do, look 

and listen for the ambulance. Tried to keep Mum as supported as I could and 

give a running commentary to Ambulance Control via the phone on 

loudspeaker. 

Within 10 minutes a paramedic ambulance and a paramedic first responder 

where in attendance, followed shortly afterwards by the Air Ambulance, and a 

police car.  

I had managed to stabilise the baby, and he was transported to hospital where, 

I'm very pleased to say, he made a full recovery. (He went in the ordinary 

ambulance so that Mum could go with him.)  

What I didn't realise at the time, 

was that an Air Ambulance 

Paramedic was listening in to the 

call at Ambulance Control. It was 

he who nominated me for the 

award, and I don't even know his 

name. 

Can I take this opportunity to 

recommend an app for your 

smartphone? What3words. It's a really useful tool in directing the emergency 

services to your location. Particularly useful if you are in a rural area or a new 

housing estate where postcodes may not be recognised by satnav.  

           Ria Haydon 
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THE FOUR MRS LUFF IN RAMSDEAN  

(answers) 

Debbie married to Graham 

Sarah married to Dan 

Antonia married to Matt 

Eleanor married to Robert 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To Antonia and Matt  Luff on the safe arrival of Clarissa Rose at 5am on 

Tuesday 5th November weighing 8lb 9oz.  Debbie, her grandmother, says that 

after several generations of boys (at least 4!), it is lovely to have a girl in the 

family! 

GOINGS AND COMINGS  

It is so often the case that you do not really learn about people until they have 

left.  This is very much the case with Pat and Judith Allen who have lived for the 

past 28 years at ‘The Coach House’ in Langrish until their recent move to The 

Hamble to be closer to their son.   

Pat had a distinguished career in the Navy where he was very involved with 

catering and was awarded an MBE for his services. After leaving the Navy, while 

living in Langrish, he worked for the Sultan of Oman.  After retirement he 

continued to be active locally, as was Judith who in her earlier days was an 

Inspector in the Metropolitan Police. In the early days Pat used to do the 

catering for the Village lunches etc.                 

We wish them well 

Meanwhile we welcome Luke Atkinson and Anna Ludi who have just moved                           

into The Coach House.  We hope they will be happy here in Langrish.                  
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‘BAH, HUMBUG!’ 

I well remember the day I was called into the Deputy Headmaster’s study to be 

told off – not as a teenager as you might imagine, but as a 40 something year 

old school chaplain during my time at Godolphin School. You might be asking 

yourself what I’d said or done that warranted an interview without coffee in the 

study? I soon found out. Complaints had been made about my Prayers (what we 

called assembly). One of the tutors had been to see Mr Dain to say that a couple 

of girls in his tutor group had been disturbed by some of my comments and he 

thought they were inappropriate; Mr Dain agreed. So what had I said that was 

so controversial?! 

‘I hate Christmas!’ had been my opening sentence for my last Prayers of the 

Autumn term before we broke up for Christmas. I went on to talk about how 

stressful I found the Christmas holidays; the pressure to buy the right presents, 

to have the perfect day with all the family getting on all the time, no-one falling 

out, having to cope with my parents staying… the list went on. I compounded 

this by beginning my first Prayers in January by saying that the best thing I could 

say about the holiday was that I’d survived. It was after this that I was called into 

the study. 

Well, I have to say that I was unrepentant, and I most certainly didn’t think this 

was inappropriate. As a priest I think we are sometimes called to put into words 

the thoughts, feelings and emotions that around that are often hidden under a 

layer of what is considered to be all right – and for a lot of people Christmas is 

not all right. I was aware of a number of girls and staff for whom three weeks 

away from school was going to be difficult, for whom Christmas was going to be 

difficult. They would come back to school and ask staff members if they’d had a 

good holiday and staff always said yes because it would have been wrong to say 

anything else. But I could step outside that and from my place at the front of the 

hall I could speak the truth that sometimes holidays – and Christmas in 

particular – can be pretty grim: sometimes it’s not all right.   

Now before you think my Prayers were all doom, gloom and Scrooge-like let me 

reassure you that this wasn’t the whole story! The point I wanted to make was  

 

 



19 

 

that this is exactly the reality of what we celebrate at Christmas. The birth of 

Jesus was not surrounded by peace and tranquillity; it was not easy or simple, in 

fact I imagine giving birth in a cave surrounded by animals was anything but a 

perfect beginning. And this is why Christmas is so important for me. God chose 

to become one of us in a situation that was far from ideal. It was messy and 

scary and real. Emmanuel, God-with-us, is a God who is with us in the reality of 

our lives, whatever they look like. 

So, I’m glad that some girls were challenged by what I said and that I had the 

opportunity to present a different reality to the one they were expecting. I’m 

glad that there were a number of girls who realised that they didn’t have to 

pretend that everything was ok and who found someone they could talk to and 

I’m glad that the God I believe in is one who can deal with the realities of life as 

they are and continues to be with us. 

Wishing you every blessing for Christmas and the New Year, 

Rev’d Jane Ball 

 

THE REV’D JANE’S COFFEE MORNING 

 

JANE INVITES ALL TO COME TO LANGRISH HOUSE  

AND JOIN HER 

FOR COFFEE AND CAKE IN THE DRAWING ROOM 

ON 

THURSDAY 12TH DECEMBER (ELECTION DAY!) 

10.30 – 12.00 NOON 
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CHURCH NOTICES 

                 

 

Sunday 15thDecember 

6.00pm    Traditional Lessons and Carols 

Followed by mulled wine and mince pies 

Christmas Eve – Tuesday 24th December 

4.00pm ‘Scratch Nativity’ service 

Who would you love to be?  Everyone is invited to come dressed as your 

favourite Nativity story character! 

The carols will be accompanied by a small ‘orchestra’. If you play an instrument 

and would like to join in, please speak with Jane Sprinks on 01730 264959. 

Practice for the carols starts at 3.15pm 

11.30pm   Midnight Mass at East Meon 

Christmas Day – 25th December 

9.00am Family Eucharist 

Sunday 31st December 

10.30am   Cluster service at Langrish 

Sunday 12th January 

(No 9.00am service) 

4.00pm   Plough Sunday Service 

 

NB  7.00pm   Candlelit Compline at East Meon   

on Sunday 1st and 8th December 
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CHRISTMAS TREES 

It is generally thought that the tradition of decorating trees at Christmas in this 

country dates back to the time of Victoria and Albert, but it is much older than 

that. 

The evergreen fir tree has traditionally been used to celebrate winter festivals, 

both pagan and Christian for thousands of years. They symbolised the promised 

return of life in the spring and the hope of eternal life for Christians. In the Dark 

Ages, Vikings hung their war trophies on fir and ash trees for good luck. In the 

Middle Ages, the Church would decorate trees with apples on Christmas Eve, 

which was known as ‘Adam and Eve Day’. There is a report in 1444 of a tree in 

Cornhill in London, ‘being set up in the midst of the pavement, fast in the 

ground, nailed full of holme (Evergreen Oak) and ivie’. These however were 

outdoor, growing trees. 

It is Martin Luther, the protestant reformer that is 

credited with the first indoor Christmas tree. Walking 

home one winter evening, he was awed by the brilliance 

of stars twinkling amidst evergreens. To recapture the 

scene for his family, he erected a tree in the main room 

and fixed to its branches lighted candles. 

 

Prince Albert was not the first Royal to bring the Christmas tree to Britain, 

although he did establish it. It was George III’s Queen Charlotte who introduced 

a German tradition which was taken up by the British aristocracy and the 

tradition was continued by William IV’s Queen Adelaide, herself a German. In 

1832 the future Queen Victoria then a 13-year-old princess described ‘trees 

hung with lights and sugar ornaments. All presents being placed around the tree’  

In 1848 the Illustrated London News showed a picture of Victoria and Albert’s 

family standing by a Christmas tree at Windsor. The article describes the tree in 

detail. The tree employed for this festive purpose is a young fir tree about 8 feet 

high and has six tiers of branches. On each tier, or branch, are arranged a dozen 

wax tapers. Pendant from the branches are elegant trays, baskets, 
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 bonbonnieres, and other receptacles for sweetmeats, of 

the most varied and expensive kind; and of all forms, 

colours and degrees of beauty. Fancy cakes, gilt 

gingerbread and eggs filled with sweetmeats, are also 

suspended by variously coloured ribbons from the 

branches. The tree, which stands upon a table covered 

with  white damask, is supported at the roots by piles of 

sweets of a larger kind, and by toys and dolls of all 

descriptions, suited to the youthful fancy, and to the 

several ages of the interesting scions of Royalty for 

whose gratification they are displayed. The name of each recipient is affixed to 

the doll, bonbon, or other present intended for it, so that no difference of opinion 

in the choice of dainties may arise to disturb the equanimity of the illustrious 

juveniles. On the summit of the tree stands the small figure of an angel, with 

outstretched wings, holding in each hand a wreath. Those trees are objects of 

much interest to all visitors at the castle, from Christmas Eve when they first set 

up, until 12th night, when they are finally removed.’ 

A patriotic Victorian edition for the British family Christmas tree was an 

ornament of flags and in pride of place, instead of the angel was the union Jack 

Today, as well as having her own Christmas trees at Christmas, the Queen 

donates trees to Westminster Abbey and St Paul’s Cathedral in London, to St 

Giles Cathedral and the Canongate Kirk in Edinburgh and to churches and 

schools close to Sandringham 

Since 1947 people of Norway have provided a Norwegian spruce Christmas tree 

for Trafalgar Square, in gratitude for the U.K.’s support in the Second World 

War.   

It is the Norway Spruce (Picea alba) that has been predominantly used for 

Christmas trees in the Western world, although they are now being ‘supplanted’ 

by artificial ones, which of course do not drop their needles.  

Norwegian Spruce was probably brought to this country from Europe before 

1500. It is mainly found in upland forestry plantations which were first planted 

about 1800. It is also grown specifically as Christmas tree crops as it grows  
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very rapidly when young.  For some unknown reason it does not do well when 

grown in suburban gardens! Mature trees will grow to 40 metres and live for 

about 200 years. 

As well as for Christmas trees, Norway Spruce is grown to produce timber for 

joists, rafters and flooring and to make paper.  The fences of the Grand National 

course at Aintree are/were made of spruce branches. 

Rosemary Hopewell 

 

 

THANKS 

 

Pam Trenchard would like to thank anyone who has donated, either produce  or 

money to the Charity Stall she sets up each summer outside her house, Fir Tree 

Cottage, Ramsdean  The stall raised £52.00 for the Rosemary Foundation from 

the donations left for the produce and plants left on the stall near the  road. 

(Pam has done this for many years, donating the proceeds to charity.  Well done 

to her and the honest people who give) 
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THE DRAGON (FOR MY FATHER) 

The dragon lies: brooding, dormant. His malevolent form is stark against the 
stirring blaze. A quiff of flame adorns his head; sap drips from his threatening 
jaws as he waits, quiescent. The surrounding crackle grows louder, beckoning to 
his quivering frame as he twitches, taut with suspense. Expectant – waiting, his 
tail is still. 
 
A fizz and the dragon’s nose is on fire, sparks tearing up from his nostrils and 
threatening the overhanging wood. He gnashes his teeth as his vindictive eye 
bursts into flame. Quiff subdued, it licks the wood above. The dragon gives a 
gentle hiss and another log bursts into flame, the heat throwing itself out into 
the room. He topples with a roar and crashes through the growing inferno, a 
glowing cushion mitigating his fall; a flaming Mohican atop his head. 
 
The fire is gaining ground now: a scorching forest engulfing the draconine beast 
as he fights for dominance over the rising heat. Burning logs surround his body, 
endangering his belly, growing ever all-consuming. A deft flick of the poker and 
the dragon has a new lease of life: crackling threateningly he spits his flame 
towards us, hot sap dripping from his beady eye as his nose burns anew. The 
matrix of logs collapses, the fire at full throttle now. Another manœuvre with 
the poker and the dragon sits atop the burning edifice, sovereign of his castle 
once more, as his kingdom slowly disintegrates around him. 
 
Earlier today I’d never been so wet, we’d never been so wet, everything in our 
lives was wet; the world was awash – one great big sodden wall of soggy 
humidity. Even the spare clothes bundled in plastic bags in the rucksacks were 
soaked as we battled the elements in our pursuit of adventure. And now, in the  
cosy hut, nestled high up in the mountains, a hearty meal lining our stomachs,  
and a number of books within easy reach (Tales of the Alhambra for dad; a thick 
romantic tome for me), we while the evening away. 
 
A sudden shift of fortune as the logs readjust themselves; flames rocket up to 
the roof of the stove. The dragon is ageing: a skin of white ash sneaks along his 
diminishing profile, the sap now leaking from the back his head. His eye is a pool 
of black despair, a malevolent liquid bubbling fiercely inside, the smoke curling 
forth in a helix of urgent misery. His teeth are disappearing, his once-brown 
head turning rapidly black as the fire becomes his master. Greedy to claim him, 
the fire licks his face; with a last anguished groan of agony the dragon’s head 
splits in two, toppling from the apex of the tower and tumbling into the radiant 
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abyss beneath. His eye is now smoking; the flames having died down, he cries a 
relentless stream of black tears. 
 
But all is not lost. Sparks fly, somehow always missing the garments strewn 
steaming across the immediate vicinity. I want this moment to last forever, 
sitting here by the fire, just me and my dad, staring into the flames, and 
marvelling at the dragon. 
 

Louisa Denby 
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QUIZ – SIGNIFICANT ANNIVERARIES THIS YEAR (YEARS PLEASE) 

1. Date (exact) of the laying of the foundation stone of Langrish Church? 

2. When was Concorde’s maiden flight? 

3. When did the Berlin wall come down?  (exact date please) 

4. When did the Channel Tunnel open to Eurostar passengers? 

5. How many tunnels were bored? 

6. How long is it? 

7. What year did the National lottery begin? 

8. Who was it operated by? 

9. How much of the money collected goes to Good Causes? 

10. When was George Orwell’s 1984 first published? 

11. When did drilling for North Sea oil first begin? 

12. When was colour first available on BBC television? 

13. When was the start of television broadcasts from House of Commons? 

14. When was Monty Python’s Flying Circus first broadcast? 

15. How old is Radio 4’s Food program? 

16. When was the Vicar of Dibley first broadcast? 

17. Who played the verger? 

18.  What is the background music based on? 

19. When were women first ordained as priests in England? 

20. How many were there? 

21. How was it decided who should be the first? 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Police 101 (non 999 emergencies) or 01962 841534 (faster!)                                    

Community Support Officer—PCSO 11357 Tricia Gibbs                                                      

Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.ukMobile—07554 775 521 

East Meon Care Group 

Provides transport to surgeries and hospital outpatients for the elderly and 

disabled.       

Call 0705 017 7505  

 Citizens Advice Bureau 

Tel - 03444 111306 / 0300 3300650) or www.adviceguide.org.uk 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Lights of Remembrance Service 

 

The Rosemary Foundation Annual Remembrance Service 

5.00pm at Langrish House 

on Sunday 1st December 

 

 
 

 
 

Please put in your next year’s diary 

Vox Cantab – directed by Louisa Denby.                                                                             

As part of their Easter tour they will be singing at St John the Evangelist Langrish 

on Sunday 18th April at 7.30pm 

mailto:Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/
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VILLAGE CALENDAR 

DECEMBER 

11th   Langrish & Ramsdean Friends (Please note Wednesday) 

   7.30pm - Langrish House  (Christmas Celebratory meal) 

12th   Rev’d Jane’s Coffee morning 

   10.30 onwards – Langrish House 

15th   Service of Lessons and Carols (with East Meon) 

   6.00pm - Langrish Church 

24th   Scratch Nativity Family Service (Christmas Eve) 

   4.00pm - Langrish Church 

  Midnight Mass 

   11.30pm - East Meon 

25th   Christmas Day Service 

   9.00am - Langrish Church 

29 th   Cluster Service 

   10.30am –Langrish  

JANUARY 2019 

1st   Walk – Blow away the cobwebs 

   10.00am onwards - from The George East Meon 

12th   Plough Sunday Service 

   4.00pm - Langrish Church 

28th   Parish Council Meeting 

   7.30pm –Langrish House 

30th   Langrish & Ramsdean Friends 

   7.30pm - Langrish House 
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WHO’S WHO 

Parish Council  

Mrs Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman & Tree Warden) 261354
 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Mr Ian Blackwell       263972 

Mrs Debbie Luff       823550 

Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby     266941 

Mr Steve Tuff       823205           

Mr Ian Wesley (Vice Chairman, IT & Planning)  231081
 ian.c.wesley@gmail.com 

Mrs Helen Marsh (Clerk)     823352    
         langrishparishcouncil@gmail.com 

County & District Councillor  

Cllr Rob Mocatta       robert.mocatta@easthants.gov.uk 

Parochial Church Council  

Vicar  

Rev.d Jane Ball       823221    
         revjaneball@gmail.com 

Churchwarden 

Mrs Rosemary Hopewell  261354
 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Councillors 

Mr Jon Allen (Hon. Treasurer) 

Mrs Julie Blackwell  

 Mrs Charlotte Denby  

Cdre David Mowlam (Secretary &Electoral Roll Officer) 

Mrs Susan Ricketts (Deanery Synod Rep) 

Mrs Joy Sang (Deanery Synod Rep) 

Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby  
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Langrish and Ramsdean Friends 

Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman) 261354 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Sylvia Deadman (Treasurer)  265354 sdeadman@toucansurf.com 

Charlotte Hetherington (Secretary) 263458 charlottehetherington@hotmail.com 

Betty Wesley (Events)   231081 betty.wesley@gmail.com 

Joy Barden     301591 

Julie Blackwell    263972    

David Butcher    823053 

Jan Mallett     261201 

Squeaker Committee 

Rosemary Hopewell   261354 rch.langrish@gmail.com 

Doris Rattray    823419 

Ian Wesley     231081 

 

Langrish Primary School Governors      263883  

Mr James Greenwood - Chair of Governors  

Ms Julie Gray - Vice Chair  

Mr Phil Shaw  

Mrs Paula Oppenheimer 

Mr Ray Dudman  

Mr Mike Capon 

Mr Richard Pelling 

Mr Alan Burgess - Associate Member 

Mrs Sarah Wright - Head Teacher 

Mrs Catherine Madden - Clerk to Governing Body 

 

mailto:sdeadman@toucansurf.com
mailto:betty.wesley@gmail.com
mailto:rch.langrish@gmail.com
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BUS TIMETABLE 
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Bricklaying and Building 

Contractor 

  

Geoff D. Cook 

From Home Extensions to Garden Walls 

Free Estimates 

Horndean 02392 595054 

  

Quality Craftsmanship and Reliable Service 



35 

 

 



36 

 

 



37 

 

 

 

 



38 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rattray Tree Services 

  

Thomas Rattray 

  

Telephone 01730858943  

 or 07595401427 

 

rattraytom@yahoo.co.uk 
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Flexible Tutoring for 7-11 year olds 
 

Academic GCSE student offers engaging and confidence 

boosting regular or one-off Tutoring sessions for 7-11 year olds in 

English and Maths.  

Pre-entrance test revision or booster sessions are also available. 
 

Contact Sacha Fairweather on 07471477760 
or sachafairweather@icloud.com. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:sachafairweather@icloud.com
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