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Email:rch.langrish@gmail.com or r.radleysmith@gmail.com 
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Deadline for major copy, one month before issue! 
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Squeaker website: - Please contact:ian.c.wesley@gmail.com 

Parish Council news: Please contact: helenmarsh141@btinternet.com 

Church news: Please contact i.blackwell@talktalk.net 

Information concerning advertisements/distribution: 

Please contact Doris Rattray on: doris.rattray@gmail.com 

 

Editor Rosemary Hopewell 

Assistant Editor Ian Wesley 

Distributors Sylvia Deadman, Jan Mallett, Jenny Morris, Doris Rattray, Joy Sang, 

Bryony Southwell 

 

Printed at East Meon Vicarage - Our thanks to the Vicar  
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EDITORIAL 

 

If there was anything more likely to enrage my husband – and he was not easily roused 
– was to see a plethora of huge road signs (particularly reflecting chevrons) being put 
up along the road side. He considered them to be unnecessary and to deface the 
countryside. More have been put up recently along the A272 adding to the old ones 
which have not been taken down. Improvement? 
 
Which leads me to the Squeaker. We apologise for the size of the print in the last 
edition which as you all know, was our first attempt at the new format. We have made 
it larger in this one – but at the expense of space, so there are not as many articles as 
previously. Let us know what you think. We will revert to our normal yellow cover; this 
again was a glitch with printing the new format. 
 
This year, we will be continuing to have articles on subjects that were asked for in the 
survey - what people are up to, their lives, book reviews, exciting holidays, nature notes 
etc. This year the theme will be old Langrish history. We are depending on you to send 
us articles! 
 
Have a good year. 
 

Rosemary Hopewell - Editor February 2019 
 

Our thanks to the following contributors:- 

Articles and Suggestions 
 

 Ian and Julie Blackwell, Valentina Dufau-Joel (nee Hopewell), Debbie Luff, Nigel Talbot-

Ponsonby, Sue & Steve Ricketts, Betty and Ian Wesley. Unsigned articles by the Editor 

 Pictures 

Ian Blackwell, the Ricketts family, Ian Wesley, the Editor and the Internet  

 Articles and letters to the Editor etc all very welcome 
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PARISH AND COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Parish Council (PC) met on 21st January. The budget for the forthcoming year was 

set and other routine matters dealt with.  

As mentioned previously, the four year term of this PC ends in May 2019.Two 

members will be standing down - Gary Hodgson and Alison Meggeson – both after 

lengthy spells of office, as both members and Vice-Chairmen. We thank them for all 

their hard work and contributions to improving Village life. All the remaining members 

have to re-apply and there will also be two vacancies. Application forms to become a 

Councillor are obtainable from the Clerk, Helen Marsh and have to be submitted by the 

end of March. 

Ramsdean Green 

There has been a problem recently with the number of cars parked on and around 

Ramsdean Green (parking places for residents being inadequate) and cars driving over 

it. Hampshire Highways Authority- the ‘owners’ of the Green, have been consulted and 

have visited. Letters have been sent to residents and the situation seems to have 

improved but it will be monitored  

Bus shelters / Kissing gates 

The work on the second bus shelter, opposite Langrish House has just been finished 

and it looks splendid(thank you Giles.) The kissing gate behind the Close is also up and 

working.  
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Daffodils 

More daffodils have been planted recently by ‘The Friends’ to fill in gaps on the Green.  

Crime 

There has been a spate of unpleasant events in the past few weeks. You may have read 

in ‘The Petersfield Post’ of three cats being ‘dumped in the field opposite Reads 

Meadow. Thanks to the Grinter family they were rescued and given to the RSPCA. Two 

of the local famers have had quad bikes stolen on successive nights during the past 

week. Please lock your sheds etc as well as possible and report any incidents to the 

Police (see Page 28.)For those that have CCTV, it would be good if you too could report 

anything suspicious 

The next Parish Council meeting is at 7.30pm on Monday 11th March at Langrish 

House. All are welcome as all meetings are open to the public.     

A Note for your diary – The Annual Parish Assembly will take place at 7.30pm at 

Langrish House on Monday 20th May 

LANGRISH HOUSE 

The Talbot-Ponsonby family have taken a step back this month to simplify their 

management of Langrish House. The House will no longer be open for walk-in lunches 

and dinners. However, other activities remain unchanged. As noted below: 

“Award winning Langrish House is changing after 21 years as a leading English Country House Hotel! 

(Voted “Best small Boutique Country House Hotel 2018 in the South of England - Bronze - by Tourism 

southeast.) 

A seventeenth century Country House in a fabulous setting in the heart of the South Downs National 

Park offering dog friendly, luxury B&B, Wedding Ceremonies and a hub for Events, memorable 

Anniversary lunch and dinner celebrations and family re-unions. Exclusive Use weekends are a 

speciality for short or longer stays. There are stunning gardens, lake and grounds and amazing 

walks in the National Park right from the door. Welcome! “. 

We wish them good luck and may they remain busy (in the nicest sense) as ever! 
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SUPERFAST FIBRE BROADBAND HAS REACHED “THE CLOSE” 

Pete Ball is getting 80Mbps download, 17 Mbps upload and Paul Clarke is getting 145 

Mbps and 32 Mbps upload, both with Zen. I am getting 320 Mbps download and 32 

Mbps upload with BT. 

So, what are you waiting for Langrish?  

Go to the Openreach website and run the test to see if you can get fibre broadband on 

your premises. If you get something like the following, you can order superfast 

broadband. 

 

So, who can your order it from?  

At the moment it seems to be just BT or Zen. The following table gives the prices that I 

got today; they vary all the time, so you need to check them for yourselves. 

Provider 36Mbps 50Mbps 67Mbps 150Mbps 300Mbps Contract 

  £ £ £ £ £ Months 

BT             

Monthly 30 (38) 36 (44) 40 (46) 54 (59) 60 (65) 18 

Installation 10 10 10 60 60   
              

Zen             

-Monthly 37 (44)   44 (47) 52 77 12 

Activation 55   55 55 55   
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The first price is what you pay today and the second what it will be after the initial offer 

period. 

Finally, the usual reminder; unless you pay for an update to fibre you won’t get faster 

broadband. You might get a very marginal improvement as those of us who pay for 

fibre broadband move off the contention-based copper network and leave a little bit 

more room for you. 

So, what about Ramsdean?  

The only commitment that I can get from Hampshire Superfast Broadband at the 

moment is that Ramsden will get fibre broadband sometime this year. 

Ian Wesley 8th February 2019 

NATURE NOTES 

Those of us who love seeing Brown Hares when we are walking or riding around fields 

particularly above the Hangers will be concerned to hear of reports from East Anglia in 

October 2018 that a mutated form of myxomatosis may have jumped from rabbits to 

hares. This is extremely worrying because its effect could be devastating. Hares are 

much rarer than rabbits (even now) and there are currently fewer than 800,000 left in 

the UK – 80% fewer than hundred years ago. The decline in the West of the UK being 

most marked. Myxomatosis, caused by the Myxoma virus, was introduced into this 

country in 1953 from Australia as an effective rabbit control measure. It is thought that 

more than 99% of the rabbits in UK were killed by the initial outbreak although 

populations soon recovered as resistance developed to the disease. But it is still 

prevalent. The disease is spread by direct contact with an infected animal or from 

biting insects. Infected rabbits usually die within 14 days after contracting the disease, 

developing skin tumours (myxoma), blindness, fatigue and fever – most of us will have 

seen rabbits with these symptoms. For those with pet rabbits there is an effective 

vaccination against the disease. Until now it has been considered that myxomatosis 

occurred only in rabbits. There is another disease, similar to this, known as Viral 

Haemorrhagic Disease of Rabbits which is currently causing significant mortalities in 

the UK rabbit population and it is thought that this too could affect Brown Hares. 
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As yet it has not been confirmed that the deaths in East Anglia were due to 

myxomatosis. At present according to local Vets, there have been no reports of 

unexplained deaths in the hare population around here. However, if you do come 

across a dead hare that does not appear to have been run over or attacked by 

predators, you should note the location and if possible, photograph it and reported it 

to DEFRA. 

 

LANGRISH WEATHER 2018 

Another unexceptional year for rainfall (annual rainfall was 35 inches compared to our 

average of 40 inches.)The main surprise was no rainfall at all in June.  
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Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
 

2016 
 

2017 2018 

Rainfall 41 32 30 51 48 47 38 
 

33 
 

32 35 

Average 
rainfall 40 40 40 40 40 40 

 
40 

 
40 

 
40 40 

 

It was another temperate year with no extremes: the lowest temperature in 2017 was-

6.3°C on 28th February; the highest temperature was 29.9°C on 26th July. 

Which is our wettest month? 

I have looked back over my records for the last 11 years to see which is our wettest 

month. Overall the results aren’t too surprising with most rainfall in winter months and 

the best time to holiday in June and September.  

Ian Wesley 2 January 2019 

Quiz answers 
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LANGRISH HOUSE – ITS HISTORY 

Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby answers some questions about Langrish House 

Q What is the history of the house and its link to your family? 

A It is reported that there was a house on the site at the time of the Doomsday Book, 

however the current house dates from the early 1600’s, although its real heyday was 

under the tenure of Charles William and Constance Louisa Talbot-Ponsonby. They 

married in 1868 and brought up 7 children here. Family archives paint a wonderful 

picture of a jolly, bustling life, centred on horses, dogs and country pursuits. There 

were music recitals, plays, croquet, sad partings and joyful homecomings from visits to 

Empire, huge house parties – Goodwood – hunting and great celebrations such as 

Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897 when canons were fired from the lawn! 

However, turning back 200 years to the beginning at the start of the English Civil War in 

1642. The house, much smaller then, was one of the few Parliamentary strongholds 

‘for’ Cromwell, within an area otherwise predominantly ’for the King’. It was after the 

bloody Battle of Cheriton in 1644, nine miles away and supposedly one of the turning 

points of the war, where Royalist prisoners, captured in battle were taken back to 

Langrish House. Here they were set to digging the vaults – or dungeons - for their own 

occupation and a deep 100 foot well for water. 

Relatively little is known about the occupiers of Langrish House until in 1839, my Great, 

Great, Great, Great Uncle, John Waddington bought ‘the house and Langrish Farm’ 

which comprised the majority of the village. The cost was the heady figure of £16,807! 

He set about enlarging the original Cromwellian farmhouse by adding two Victorian 

malmstone wings with high chimneys creating the long rambling house we see today. 

He built model farm buildings and stables at Langrish Farm – now Home Farm – in a 

sheltered meadow near Wool Pond (the lake) and an icehouse. Twenty-five years late r 

his sons started to build the exquisite small flint church, St John the Evangelist, for the 

benefit of villagers who otherwise trudged twice on Sundays’ the two miles to East 

Meon. They usually arrived early to have a good ‘jaw’ in the churchyard before the 
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service! George who had provided much of the money died in 1870 without seeing the 

completion of his plans and John finished the project. 

In 1939 the War Office, at a week’s notice, requisitioned the house and New Zealand 

troops made their home here! In the stables the small precision steel die and mould 

making business, Talbot-Ponsonby and Co Ltd, translated into a munitions factory for 

the War effort with up to 160 men and women producing munitions and Spitfire parts 

24 hours a day. It went on to make, in the 1960’s, the precision moulds for the 

Concorde Aircraft’s iconic nose cone. My father, Edward, who was something of an 

engineering prodigy, had established the original factory in 1937. For him, the Estate 

and its farms held little interest. 

Q When and how did the house turn into a hotel? 

A The house passed out of the family in 1972, to other owners under whose tenure in 

1976 there was a terrible fire. The house stood forlorn and partly open to the skies 

before being rescued by London hoteliers Monique Von Kospoth (who died very 

recently) and Peter ffytche, who converted it partly into their Country home and partly 

as a Hotel. After some 10 years, Peter ffytche died and 10 years later Monique invited 

us to buy it back on her retirement. 

Heart ruled head and Robina and I returned to an empty house, retaining Langrish 

Lodge for a few years in case we didn’t like it, and rather bothered about what to do 

with the place! The rest you know! 
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BOOK REVIEW - LANGRISH BOOK CLUB 

The Book Club went to the theatre in November: The Watsons at the Minerva Theatre, 

Chichester. 

This was an unfinished novel by Jane Austen, but it is unclear why she never finished it. 

It was begun around 1803-1805. We were prepared for a conclusion to the story in her 

style, but mildly surprised when the adaptation by Laura Wade impersonated a modern 

author and talked to the characters already created. It was a modern twist and the 

characters actually conversed with the new writer and then decided they would write 

their own story, with disastrous consequences for both them and the writer.  

Louise Ford as Laura captured both the desperation and delight of a dramatist who 

finds her supposed omniscience challenged. Grace Molony as Emma showed how the 

lively wit of Austen’s character translated into mutinous fury when she found she was 

apparently entrapped in a fiction. 

The January book was The Muse by Jessie Burton, author of The Miniaturist. 

A captivating and brilliantly realized story of two young women—a Caribbean 

immigrant in 1960s London, and a Bohemian woman in 1930s Spain—and the powerful 

mystery that ties them together. The story goes between the turbulent times of the 

Spanish Civil War in the 30s – and in London the attitude towards Caribbean 

Commonwealth emigres making their way in contemporary society and work. 

When Odelle of Caribbean descent starts working at the prestigious Skelton Institute of 

Art, she discovers a painting rumoured to be the work of Isaac Robles, a young artist of 

immense talent and vision whose mysterious death has confounded the art world for 

decades. The connection is established. It’s up to the reader to work out who the Muse 

really is. 

Julie Blackwell 
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GOINGS 

George Alphonsus Cooper 

7th March 1925 to 16th November 2018 

George and his wife Shirley moved to Flint Farmhouse, Ramsdean, from Surrey in the 

early 1980s.Around this time George had started working for the BBC as the Caretaker, 

Eric Griffiths, in Grange Hill, a role that continued for 103 episodes and well into 

1990s.As a BBC Producer noted after his first Series of Grange Hill, he was ‘becoming a 

bit of a star’, so Ramsdean offered him refuge from celebrity and some privacy which 

he and Shirley cherished. 

They quickly set about creating a Monet-Style Garden, including a huge pond with a 

boat. Shirley used this as a creative haven for her art and George was able to show off 

his encyclopaedic knowledge and great love of plants and trees. In fact, George tended 

to rather show off about his great knowledge of plants, which back fired after a 

recommendation of a rose called The Rambling Rector to a colleague on Grange Hill. 

The rose was so rampant it quickly got out of control and covered not only an old shed, 

but half a house too. Not what the recipient of this advice had in mind. 

George was always very modest about his acting career. His career started in World 

War II where as a member of the Royal Artillery, he joined an ENSA Concert Party. After 

demob he joined Joan Littlewood’s Theatre Workshop where he worked for 6 years 

learning the trade and adding, rather mischievously, his middle name to his stage name 

to avoid confusion with another George Cooper on Equity Books. From then he prided 

himself on never being out of work, a wonderful achievement for an actor, appearing 

in many films and TV Programmes which have already been detailed in obituaries and 

newspaper articles since his death. 

I will always remember George for his wonderful sense of humour and booming voice, 

both of which kept many a party entertained. During his last year in Ramsdean his 

health began to fail and I remember on a visit to hospital I could hear him entertaining 

his ward long before I reached his bed. George then regaled me with graphic details of 

all the various procedures he had undergone, much to my amusement and that of 

Doctors, Nurses and everyone else in earshot. 
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George is survived by his much-loved son, Adam, who has been cared for by The Home 

Farm Trust for many years. He will be fondly remembered by all who knew him as a 

very kind, gentle man, who earned the admiration of critics, theatre goers, fellow 

actors and his many fans in a career spanning more than 50 years.  

He is much missed. 

Debbie Luff 

Arthur John (Rick) Ricketts 

14th December 1937 – 24th December 2018 

Rick (as he was known to all of us – we didn’t know his real names!) and Sue came to 

Langrish in 1979, making them one of the longest ‘incomers’! 

Rick was born in Portsmouth and entered the Army as a boy soldier when he was 16. 

During 25 years in the Army, he served initially in REME and latterly 29 Commando – so 

he was the proud possessor of the commando’s green beret! He met Sue while he was 

serving in Germany and they married in 1972 

After leaving the Army, he worked for a short period for the then Shah of Iran, training 

his Army. He then returned to England and Langrish where he set up his own painting 

business. Many of us (including the Hopewells) will have had their houses painted by 

him. 

Sadly, some years ago he developed Parkinson’s Disease which was slowly progressive 

and he had to spend his last 3 ½ years in Stroud House. 

Our love and support go to Sue and his children, Steve and Rachel 
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CHURCH NOTICES 

Services for Lent 

Ash Wednesday – 6th March 

7.50pm - East Meon – Eucharist with Ashing 

In addition to the 9.00am services in Langrish, there will be a service of Compline 

at 7.30pm in East Meon each Sunday during Lent with the exception of10th 

March when it is at West Meon. 

Holy Week and Easter Services - Langrish 

Palm Sunday - 14th April  

9.00am Procession and Blessing of Palms starting on the Village Green 

7.30pm Compline - Warnford 

Compline with reflection during Holy Week at 7.30pm 

Monday 15th – Langrish, Tuesday 16th – West Meon, Wednesday 17th – East 

Meon 

Maundy Thursday – 18thApril (East Meon) 

7.30pm Eucharist to celebrate the Last Supper, Foot washing and Watch 

10pm - Compline 

Good Friday – 19th April 

Walk from Warnford to Langrish  

9am Prayers – Warnford Church; West Meon Church (Coffee & Hot Cross Buns); 

East Meon Church (Soup & rolls); Langrish Church (Tea & Cakes) and a final act of 

worship at 2.30 - 3.00pm 

7.30pm – East Meon – Good Friday Liturgy 
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Easter Day - 21st April 

5.30am - East Meon 

Blessing of the Easter fire, Dawn liturgy - followed by breakfast 

9.00am – Langrish 

Blessing of Pascal Candle, renewal of baptismal promises and Eucharist to 

celebrate the Resurrection 

Other events 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) - Thursday 4th April 

 7.00pm – Langrish House 

Rogation Service - Tuesday 28th May  

 7.00pm on Butser  

New Electoral Roll 2019 

As you may know, every six years churches must create a new electoral roll from 

scratch, and 2019 is one of those years. Being on the electoral roll places no obligation 

on you, but it allows the Church to know the congregation better and to contact you on 

church-related matters. It also enables you to vote at the Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting. Currently there are 40 people on the Roll. It would be good to have more! 

In order to do this you will need to complete an electoral roll application form which 

can be obtained either on line from David Mowlam at davidmowlam01@gmail.comor 

as a hard-copy from the back of the Church. In order to be included on the new 

electoral roll, forms must be returned by 19 March 2019. 

Each individual should complete a form – not whole families on one form. Please note 

that, although the form asks you for quite a few personal details, the published roll will 

contain names only.  

Forms should be returned to David Mowlam at Flints or, if you prefer, just drop it into 

the envelope at the back of the church.  

mailto:davidmowlam01@gmail.com
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LANGRISH 1878 

From: W. White Sheffield, 1878History, gazetteer and directory of the county of 
Hampshire, including the Isle of Wight,  

 

EAST MEON, a parish and large village, in a pleasant valley, near the source of the Meon 

or Eden rivulet, 5 miles W. by S. of Petersfield, in the union, county-court district, petty 

sessional division and polling district of Petersfield, East Meon hundred and Petersfield 

Deanery: it had 546 inhabitants in 1871, and comprises 11,377 acres of land divided into 

nine tithings of East Meon, Bordean, Combe, Peak, Riplington, Westbury, Langrish, 

Oxenbourne, and Ramsdean. These tithings or hamlets extend more than two miles 

north, south and east of the village, and comprise many scattered houses in the valleys 

and on the hills of the South Downs, where there are many barrows or tumuli, and where 

there have recently been extensive enclosures in Stroud Common. The soil is various; 

very productive in the valleys and wooded on the hills. All the tithings keep their poor 

conjointly. The Ecclesiastical commissioners are lords of the Manor of East Meon, 

formerly held by the Bishops of Winchester, but the parish belongs to many free and 

copyholders among whom are JD Lewis, Esq and the Jolliffe, Carter, Wyndham, Clough, 

Barnard, Waddington, Payne and other families. 

LANGRISH, an ecclesiastical district in Petersfield deanery, formed in 1870 out of the 

mother parishes of East Meon and Froxfield, includes the hamlets of Langrish, Bordean, 

Ramsdean and the Stroud, and has about 500 inhabitants. Camden calls the place 

‘Langrdige’. Langrish Tithing from 2 to 3 miles W of Petersfield, contains 685 acres of 

land, forming a manor, of which Lord Hylton is lord. LANGRISH HOUSE, the seat of JH 

Waddington Esq is a handsome mansion with extensive and beautiful grounds, and a fine 

sheet of water well-stocked with fish and aquatic birds. Sir William’s Hill, in Langrish 

Tithing, is a picturesque wood which had its name from Sir William Lewis, a former 

owner, and contains a great variety of scarce wild flowers. The adjacent chalk quarries 

abound in ammonites, scallop, oyster and other shells, and the lime burnt here is in great 

repute. The Church was opened on January 14, 1871 and is built in the style of the 13th 

century, freely treated, of local flint with Bath stone dressings. It consists of nave, 

http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/009009769
http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/009009769
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chancel, lean-to north aisle, vestry, south porch of open ok timber-work, and octagonal 

stone spirelet, containing one bell at west gable. The passages of the nave are paved 

with Poole’s tiles, and the chancel with carved Caen stone, and has marble inlays. Ewan 

Christian, Esq was the architect, and Messrs Lewis of West Meon, builders. The church 

has room for 240 persons. The cost of the building was £2,100, nearly all defrayed by 

John Waddington Esq and his late brother. The living is a vicarage, valued at £131, in the 

patronage of the Bishop of Winchester, and incumbency of Rev E Paine, who has a good 

vicarage house, erected on a site given by John Waddington, Esq, at an expense of £1725, 

defrayed chiefly by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. The National School, with 

Teacher’s residence, was built in 1871, at the expense of John Waddington Esq, by whom 

it is supported; it has accommodation for 90 children. The whole are erected on the 

estate of the late John Waddington Esq and owe their origin and present state of 

completeness principally to the munificence of that gentleman. 

BORDEAN Tithing, 1 ½ mile north of East Meon, comprises 1194 acres, including the 

farms of Upper and Lower Bordean, a corn mill and BORDEAN HOUSE, the seat of Robert 

Henley Payne Esq. This fine old Mansion stands on a commanding eminence, in a well –

wooded park of about 30 acres and passed to its present owner from the late Henry 

Chawner Esq, who purchased it about 1810. Mr Payne is the second son of the late Sir 

Peter Payne, Bart, of Bedfordshire. The house contains many decorations of the 

Elizabethan age, some good pictures, and a splendid piece of Gobelin tapestry, 

representing the Enchanted Garden from Tasso’s Orlando and Armedi.  

RAMSDEAN tithing, from 2 to 3 miles W by S of Petersfield, contains 1420 acres, and the 

village of Ramsdean. 

Ordnance Survey 

Map of Langrish 

circa 1880 
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THE 60-YEAR-OLD RECREATIONAL AVIATOR (PART 2) 

Unfortunately, over the coming weeks, poor weather and man flu conspired against an 

early return to the skies and Captain Blackers was left contemplating the possible 

alternatives for spending the level of wonga that was being asked for completion of the 

course. Again, with a somewhat foolish “devil may care” Battle of Britain spirit “What” 

and you can’t take it with you attitude I waited until a suitable week was identified by 

the training school. Deposit paid there was no turning back. The allotted week came 

and somewhat pensively I drove down to Goodwood Aerodrome and met up with the 

team in whose care I had placed my trust. They all seemed a fairly well adjusted bunch 

so I sat in the briefing room, alone, and we went through the aims of the course and 

what I wanted out of it. It was too late to be honest and say I just wanted to go home 

and forget the whole show so over the top we went. The first day’s two sorties were 

with “Jos”, Ultimate High’s 60 year old Chief Flying Instructor and former RAF fast jet, 

and Red Arrows pilot who scoffed at danger and anyone who said that you’re past it 

being over 60 years of age. The first day’s training generally consisted of basic aircraft 

handling, slow flight and stalls, followed by recovery from unusual un-commanded 

attitudes which will happen at some point during aerobatic flying. Indeed, this element 

of the training is singled out as a specific course in itself for commercial pilots as it is 

little covered in the airline courses they undertake as part of their professional training. 

It may also be of interest to note that apparently the vast majority of commercial 

airline pilots have little experience of aerobatics also! Jos didn’t mince about, you were 

either “up for it” thereby capable of completing the course or “unsuitable”. Despite 

feeling totally unsuitable, Jos reasoned I was capable of successfully completing the 

course, there was no way back. 

Days two and three, I was allocated to Jim, another former RAF fast jet pilot now 

working on A320s for Thomas Cook. The order of service was spinning and recovery 

actions together with some loops and barrel rolls. I once heard someone say they 

didn’t understand why pilots went spinning and this comment weighed on my mind 

most of the previous evening. All I can say is “I agree”, however as the week 

progressed, I gradually got used to it and the fear of the manoeuvre gradually 

decreased. 
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Day four, and I was with the Demi-god Sam to go through all the exercises undertaken 

to-date together with a new manoeuvre, the stall turn. To anyone unfamiliar with 

aerobatic terminology, a stall turn entails a slight dive to build up speed followed by a 

3G pull up to the vertical pointing directly heavenwards until the aircraft slows to 

around 40 MPH. This is followed by a 180 degree turn at the top until are once again in 

the vertical but this time pointing directly downwards. I’d been looking forward to this 

manoeuvre all week.....After a perfect demonstration by the super stallion it was my 

turn. Up we went, over and down we came. A reasonable attempt for someone who’d 

never done it before and it even mildly impressed Sir at the side. However, as in most 

things in life, you either start out badly and improve, or reasonably and get worse. I 

didn’t disappoint in this respect. The stall turn although not a daunting as at first, I 

envisaged was the one exercise I struggled with and as is borne out in most of my 

school reports – more effort is required. 

Day five and it’s test day. A Saturday to boot so I couldn’t even partake of the Friday 

evening ritual of quaffing a reasonable level of Malbec the previous night. An initial 

quick revision flight with Jim turned out to be anything but. During the pre-flight 

inspection Jim noticed a small amount of oil on the oil dip stick top. As the dip stick is 

screwed into place to seal the supply during flight this was somewhat unusual. 

However, we decided to continue and dutifully strapped ourselves in and prepared for 

engine start-up. Around the propeller went via the starter motor but that was it. We 

sat there a few minutes discussing the meaning of life and other things then tried 

again. Again zippo Jim’s words “I don’t like coincidences” appertaining to the oil issue 

and engine not starting, began to concern me a little. What happens if it does start 

then it stops at some point other than when we’re safely on the ground! Fortunately, 

this issue didn’t arise as the said engine just didn’t start at all, so we had to use the 

back-up aircraft for the revision trip. Not a good omen for the coming test. However, 

despite this set back the trip went reasonably well and Jim had no reservations in 

putting me forward for the test. I did but kept my piece wondering about the training 

the RAF gives to its pilots if they cannot see a duffer even when he’s sitting at the side 

of them. 
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The allotted hour for the test has arrived and I’m with Mags, Ultimate High’s only lady 

pilot. A very glamorous lady, again with an RAF fast jet background and now with 

British Airways, it still felt like being summoned before “Madam” at school to be given 

the once over in the French Aural exam. We set off, Blackers a bag of nerves. The sky 

had clouded over, great; it’ll be called off or so I thought. Wrong. There’s a hole in the 

cloud up there so go for it and we’ll get above the murk came the instruction from 

Mags. So up we went.50 minutes later it was all over. Once again by the kindness of 

God I’d survived and even managed to obtain a pass as adjudged by Mags. All I had to 

do now was send off the appropriate documentation to the CAA and AOPA and I’d be 

legally entitled to fly aerobatics in a suitably registered aircraft. AOPA responded 

virtually immediately. The CAA, any pilots out there will be surprised! I’m still waiting 

on. The good news is I’m all set now for the coming Spitfire trip but that’s for another 

day. 

 

 
Ian Blackwell 
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EQUITHERAPY / EQUICIE 

I had booked a session with my daughter, Natacha, who is newly qualified to practice 
Equitherapy – or “Equicie” as it is now mentioned on her official French diploma. She 

opened her own business last year as an “Equicienne”, with 5 ponies in a village south of 
Grenoble, France, and aims to use contact with horses to help a varied spectrum of 

people with difficulties. Mostly her clients are children with autistic or other 

communication problems, but as a weekend rider, I wanted to use the session in order 
to understand the partnership with man from the horse’s point of view.  

Natacha therefore divided the session into five parts, corresponding to the five senses. I 
knew that horses are very sensitive to our emotions and to our physical contact, but she 

made me observe just how discreet their reaction might be to a movement or a touch. 

Horses do not necessarily like being stroked (when they approach their head, they want 
to discover us by smell, and are not asking to be stroked). However, when I found the 

right place on his body to rub Vulcain, his head slowly lowered, the eyelids closed 
slightly - and the tip of his nose quivered! When Crack decided that he had had enough 

of me trying to find a good place to scratch, a quick swing of his head towards me said 
so, without his having to move away.  

When I had finally managed to fix Vulcain’s halter on (I’m not good with halters), she 

commented: “Mum, it’s lucky that he’s a patient pony, because he didn’t move, even 
though you took a long time, blocking most of his view with your body whilst getting 

the halter on. They don’t like not seeing what’s going on…”  

Leading the ponies down the lane, Natacha explained to me that the best and most 

secure position for me was to be alongside the horse’s head or shoulder – not just in 
front. Firstly, I could look ahead and at the same time see the horse’s reaction to things. 

“And from Vulcain’s point of view, if you are right in front, then all he can see is your 

back, and not the road ahead. ”She explained that their eyesight is different to ours: they 
visualise in 3-D just in front, where the two eyes can both see. On the sides, they can see 

very far round towards the back, but only in 2-D, as only one eye can see each side. 

When leading a horse in a particular direction, Natacha said that it was important for 

me to show my intention clearly, to face in the direction I want to go, looking also in 
that direction, as they were very observant to body language. As a good communication 

between us built up, Vulcain then followed me round the arena without me using a 

halter… 
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A very rewarding experience all round! 

Valentina Dufau-Joel ,nee Hopewell 

Note: Equitherapy is the original term, and is the method used by medical practitioners 

(psychologists etc) to help their patients. Equicie is a relatively new term, for those who 

are officially trained, (at the specific centre in north-east France – where Natacha 

went).A professional diploma has been recognized by the (French) state since 2015, to 

act as a link between the medical and horse world.  
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LANGRISH AND RAMSDEAN FRIENDS 
The February meeting of the Friends on Thursday 7th February held a considerable 

significance of which none of us was aware at our very enjoyable and successful 

Christmas meeting on 13th December.  

Robert Mocatta gave us an absolutely fascinating talk on Victorian Langrish and 

Ramsdean based on his extensive and detailed analysis of the census returns, tithe maps, 

church records and trade directories of the area. Rob’s talk was preceded by another 

excellent but alas, final meal prepared and served by the outstanding Langrish House 

kitchen brigade and waiting staff.  

After 21 years of running Langrish House as a hotel offering accommodation and a 

restaurant open for breakfast, lunch and dinner, Nigel and Robina have decided to 

change to a business model that does not demand a large permanent staff and a very 

high percentage of their own time and energy. The restaurant that provided us with 

outstanding food with full table service for our meetings has closed. In future, only 

breakfast will be served for those staying at the hotel. 

Nigel and Robina have very kindly offered us continued use of the room where we have 

been meeting. We have arranged for a meal to be available for our March and April 

meetings using a combination of the skills of the breakfast chef at Langrish House and 

the culinary expertise of “Cook” who have a shop in Petersfield which some of you have 

used and recommended. 

Programme of Events 

Thursday 14th February AGM and meal at Langrish House 

If you are on the village email list, you will have received details about this meeting. It 

is at Langrish House starting at 7.30pm. The first part of the meeting is our AGM. This is 

an opportunity for you to come and tell us your ideas for Friends meetings and 

activities in the future. Please do think about what you want from the group and, even 

more importantly, what you can offer. The AGM will be followed by the meal.  

If you have not already done so, please email me asap to tell me whether you will be at 

the meeting and what you would like to eat, if you are having the meal. 
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Thursday 11th April meal and talk at Langrish House 

I am delighted to tell you that our speaker is George Atkinson who will be talking about 
the “Cumbrian Migration”. This started in the late 19th century and continued until 
after the First World War when farmers from Cumbria moved down to this area to help 
revive local farms which had been become unproductive due to intensive arable 
cultivation. This really is not to be missed. 

Provisional future events 

Saturday 13th April 

The annual bluebell walk, followed by tea at 5 The Close. 

Saturday 8th June 

Village litter pick followed by tea. 

 

Betty Wesley February 2019 
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QUIZ – EUROPEAN UNION (ANSWERS PAGE 11) 

1.     When was the Treaty of Rome signed? 

2.     Who were the original members of what is now the European Union? 

3.     When did the United Kingdom join? 

4.     What other countries joined at the same time? 

5.     Where are the European Courts of Justice? 

6.     What does EFTA stand for? 

7.     Who are its members? 

8.     What is the largest city in the EU? 

9.     When did the Euro make its debut as a currency? 

10. How many countries use it? 

11. What nationality is Jean-Claude Juncker? 

12. Who was the first British ex Politian to become a European Commissioner? 

13. What was his title? 

14. When was ‘set-aside’ introduced? 

15. What countries in the EU have opted-out of the Schengen agreement? 

 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Police 101 (non 999 emergencies) or 01962 841534 

Community Support Officer—PCSO 11357 Tricia Gibbs Email—

patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.ukMobile—07554 775 521 

East Meon Care Group 

 To request transport—call 0705 017 7505 To offer to be a driver—contact Libby 

Swayne 823560 

 Citizens Advice Bureau 

Tel - 03444 111306 / 0300 3300650) orwww.adviceguide.org.uk 

  

mailto:Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/
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VILLAGE CALENDAR 

 MARCH 

11th  Parish Council Meeting 

  7.30pm - Langrish House 

14th NB Langrish & Ramsdean Friends - AGM 

  7.30pm - Langrish House 

APRIL 

 4th  Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

  7.30pm – Langrish House 

11th  Langrish & Ramsdean Friends  

  7.30pm - Langrish House  

13th   Village Bluebell Walk – 2.00pm 

14th  Palm Sunday - Procession of Palms 

  9.00am - from Langrish Village Green  

19th  Good Friday - Walk of Witness 

  9.00am - Warnford to Langrish (See page 17) 

MAY     

20th Parish Council AGM 6.00pm – Langrish House  

Annual Parish Assembly7.30pm – Langrish House 

28th  Rogation Service 

7.00pm – Butser 

Please see the website / fliers for more details walks etc 

 



31 

 

Bus Timetable 
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WHO’S WHO 

Parish Council  

Mrs Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman & Tree Warden) 261354 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Mr Gary Hodgson (Vice Chairman, Roads & Footpaths) 267146 

Mrs Alison Meggeson      264470 

Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby     266941 

Mr Ian Wesley (IT & Planning)  231081 ian.c.wesley@gmail.com 

Mrs Debbie Luff       823550 

Mrs Helen Marsh  (Clerk)     823352
 helenmarsh141@btinternet.com 

County & District Councillor  

Cllr Rob Mocatta       robert.mocatta@easthants.gov.uk 

Parochial Church Council  

Vicar  

Rev.d Jane Ball       823221 revjaneball@gmail.com 

Curate 

Rev’d Katy Garner       829995 revdrkatygarner@gmail.com 

Churchwardens 

Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby 263374 ntp@avisonyoung.com 

Mrs Rosemary Hopewell  261354 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

 Mrs Charlotte Denby  

Mr Jon Allen (Hon. Treasurer) 

Cdre David Mowlam (Electoral Roll Officer) 

Mrs Susan Ricketts (Deanery Synod Rep) 

Mrs Joy Sang (Deanery Synod Rep) 

Mrs Julie Blackwell  
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Langrish and Ramsdean Friends 

Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman) 261354 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Sylvia Deadman (Treasurer)  265354 sdeadman@toucansurf.com 

Charlotte Hetherington (Secretary) 263458 charlottehetherington@hotmail.com 

Betty Wesley (Events)   231081 betty.wesley@gmail.com 

Joy Barden     301591 

Julie Blackwell    263972    

Jan Mallett     261201 

Squeaker Committee 

Rosemary Hopewell   261354 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Doris Rattray    823419 

Ian Wesley     231081 

Langrish Primary School Governors  
Mr James Greenwood - Co-opted Governor & Chair  

Ms Julie Gray - Parent Governor & Vice Chair  

Mrs Lade Barker - Co-opted Governor 

Miss Jenny Flack - Staff Governor 

Mr Ray Dudman - Parent Governor  

Mr Paul Savage - Co-opted Governor 

Mr Phil Shaw - Co-opted Governor 

Vacancy - Co-opted Governor 

Vacancy - Parent Governor 

Vacancy - LEA Governor 

Mrs Sarah Wright - Head Teacher 

Mrs Mary Downes- -Clerk to Governing Body 

Mr Gareth Baynham Hughes - Associate Member Mr Alan Burgess - Associate Member 

  

mailto:sdeadman@toucansurf.com
mailto:betty.wesley@gmail.com
mailto:r.radleysmith@gmail.com
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Bricklaying and Building 

Contractor 

  

Geoff D. Cook 

From Home Extensions to Garden Walls 

Free Estimates 

Horndean 02392 595054 

  

Quality Craftsmanship and Reliable Service 
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Rattray Tree Services 

  

Thomas Rattray 

  

Telephone 01730858943  

 or 07595401427 

 

rattraytom@yahoo.co.uk 
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Flexible Tutoring for 7-11 year olds 
 

Academic GCSE student offers engaging and confidence boosting 

regular or one-off Tutoring sessions for 7-11 year olds in English and 

Maths.  

Pre-entrance test revision or booster sessions are also available. 
  

Contact Sacha Fairweather on 07471477760 
or sachafairweather@icloud.com. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:sachafairweather@icloud.com
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