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The Purple Emperor 

(Apatura iris)  

 

As taken from a cell phone from the roof of The Old Vicarage on 27th June                                                                     

(See page 13) 
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 Office at Old Vicarage, Langrish, GU32 1QY  

Telephone: 01730 261354 

Email: rch.langrish@gmail.com r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Website:  www.squeaker.org.uk 

Issues on first day of September, December, March and June.  

Deadline for major copy, one month before issue! 

Information for the Websites:  

Squeaker website: - Please contact: ian.c.wesley@gmail.com 

Parish Council news: Please contact: helenmarsh141@btinternet.com 

Church news: Please contact i.blackwell@talktalk.net 

Information concerning advertisements/distribution: 

Please contact Doris Rattray on: doris.rattray@gmail.com 

Editor     Rosemary Hopewell 

Assistant Editor  Ian Wesley 

Distributors    Sylvia Deadman, Jan Mallett, Jenny Morris, Doris Rattray, Joy Sang, Bryony Southwell 

Printed at East Meon Vicarage - Our thanks to the Vicar  
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EDITORIAL 

Another factual/business editorial rather than philosophising! 

This will be the last edition of the Squeaker published in this format. We are in the process of ‘modernising’ the 

layout and printing. So this one will be in the ‘old’ style but you may see immediate changes to the on-line version. 

Unfortunately the changes that are in the pipeline still will not enable us to publish the paper edition in colour - it’s 

far too expensive.            

In the survey, you asked to see more articles about Langrish and Ramsdean, the people who have lived and worked 

here and other things of interest. This edition is therefore very much villages orientated - both present and past. I 

am very much indebted to Evelyn Hickox’s ‘Some aspects of Langrish Life’ and the ‘Millennium’ edition of the 

Squeaker, which she edited, for some of the historical facts. I hope you will find them interesting.               

It is, of course the 100th anniversary of the Armistice and we are trying to publish a Memorial book by November, 

about those who died in WW1 and whose names appear on the War Memorial in Langrish Church. If anyone has any 

information about them or even on those who survived and whose names are on the illuminated panels at the back 

of the Church, we would be very grateful to have it. Time is getting very short!                  

There is a wonderful spirit of co-operation, neighbourliness etc in Langrish and Ramsdean, and this is mentioned in 

one or two places in the articles but you will also see that we need even more volunteers to keep things running, so 

please think about it. 

Rosemary Hopewell - Editor September 2018 

 

Our thanks to the following contributors:- 

Articles and Suggestions 

Jane Ball, Julie Blackwell, Jeremy Mitchell, Robina Talbot-Ponsonby, Betty and Ian Wesley. Unsigned articles by the 

Editor 

Pictures 

Melvin Elliott (frontispiece), Julie Blackwell, Ian Wesley, the Editor, the Internet 

Articles, letters to the Editor etc all very welcome 
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PARISH AND COMMUNITY NEWS   

The Parish Council (PC) met on 9th July. The Council was very pleased to welcome Debbie Luff to represent 

Ramsdean. She has already begun to highlight some of Ramsdean’s concerns. She will serve as a co-opted member 

until next year’s Council election. Otherwise business was routine. 

Traffic on the East Meon Road        

Claire Vennis of Laundry Cottage has managed to negotiate with Stagecoach that the afternoon 67 bus from 

Petersfield will ‘unofficially’ stop outside her house. This will help matters considerably. Well done! 

Road works   

Ramsdean Road from the Seven Stars to Ramsdean Green has recently re-opened after several weeks of 

inconvenient closure and heavy traffic on roads not geared-up to take it.                    

For the past two weeks, there have been traffic lights on the A272 outside Reeds Meadow. These are to enable a pipe 

draining the clear water from the new sewage treatment unit, to be taken across the road. Only nothing much seems to 

be happening! 

Bus shelters 

It is hoped that the work on the shelter on Langrish Green will be start shortly.  

Telephone Box 

You may have noticed that the Telephone Box on Langrish Village Green has a pink undercoat on it. Jenny and Vick 

Morris are very kindly re-painting it for us. It will end up the requisite Post-office red! 

Bench on Ramsdean Green 

Early in July, the bench on Ramsdean Green erected to mark the Queen’ silver Jubilee, disintegrated. A very suitable 

replacement has been found and it is now installed on the Green thanks to Debbie and all the Luff family. 
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CHAPEL COTTAGE 

 

    

Chapel Cottage is a two storey thatched roof property which is Grade II listed. 

It was constructed in the 16th century as a framed small open hall house and has an early 17th century fireplace and 

upper floor. It has late 17th century cladding, an early 19th century and 20th century extensions and renovations. It 

has red brickwork in Flemish bond with blue headers. The front elevation has high plinth 1st floor band. It is thatched 

with low eaves and has a catslide roof at the rear (meaning that the roof continues down below the main eaves 

height allowing a greater depth of building without increasing the ridge height.) It has a plain doorway, with a simple 

canopy on carved brackets.  

The interior has an exposed frame, beams, and a one sided massive fireplace which indicate the phases of 

construction. The thick walls are of malmstone with brick facing. 

There is a planning application in progress for the construction of a single storey rear extension with associated 

landscaping works which has the support of the Parish Council. 

Ian Wesley September 2018  
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LANGRISH AND RAMSDEAN FRIENDS FACEBOOK GROUP 

We have set up a “Friends” Facebook group so that we can share with each other what is happening in the parish. It 

is a closed group with content only visible to group members.  

To become a member you have to have a Facebook account: 

 If you have an account just use “search” to find the “Langrish and Ramsdean Friends” group and send a 

membership request; if you’re using the Facebook App then select “Groups” before you search 

 If you haven’t got an account it is very easy to set one up, just bring up Facebook in your browser and follow the 

instructions. If you are nervous about Facebook after all the recent publicity, don’t be. You don’t have to reveal 

any detailed personal information; you can set up an account with just your name and email address and 

nothing else.  

Any member can post text and/or photos about what is happening in Langrish and Ramsdean. You will receive 

notifications when other members post content to the group. You can control where you receive them (e.g. phone, 

email etc.) 

There are some simple rules about conduct of the group: 

Be kind and courteous 

We're all in this together to create a welcoming environment. Let's treat everyone with respect. Healthy debates are 

natural, but kindness is required. 

No hate speech or bullying 

Make sure everyone feels safe. Bullying of any kind isn't allowed, and degrading comments about things such as 

race, religion, culture, sexual orientation, gender or identity will not be tolerated. 

No promotions or spam 

Give more to this group than you take. Self-promotion, spam and business adverts aren't allowed. 

Respect everyone's privacy 

Being part of this group requires mutual trust. Authentic, expressive discussions make groups great, but may also be 

sensitive and private.  

If you don’t follow the rules, you may be asked to leave the group. 

If you need help with any of this, do not hesitate to call or email me. 

Ian Wesley September 2018  
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SOME THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT LANGRISH 

 According to the Oxford Dictionary of Place Names:  

o Langrish is derived from Lang (O. E.) – long or high: Risc or Rysc (O. E.) - Rushes : Therefore -Tall 

Rushes or Long bed of Tall Rushes. First documented use – Langerisse in 1273                      

o Ramsdean derives from Hramsu (OE) - wild garlic: and Denu (OE.) – valley: Therefore - Valley of the 

Wild Garlic.                                     

 The architect of St John’s, Langrish was Ewan Christian who was also the architect of The National Portrait 

Gallery in London 

 In 1894 Langrish became a Civil Parish; this included the part of Stroud west of the Seven Stars, which in 

1932,after many objections, was absorbed into Petersfield UDC 

 In the 1920s, there were seven (7) dairy farms in Ramsdean 

 The Copper Beech on Langrish Village Green was planted to commemorate the Coronation of George VI in 

May 1937, by Ethel Carter (long-time postmistress), who was the oldest inhabitant of Langrish 

 Electricity was first brought in to Langrish in 1946 by Mr EF Talbot-Ponsonby to his factory (now ARRK) from 

Twentyways Farm. (Ramsdean must therefore have had it before Langrish!)                                 

 It was not until 1949 that Southern Electricity brought it to Manor Farm and then gradually connected up the 

Village. Even today not all houses are connected to the Grid. 

 COMINGS & GOINGS  

All the changes this summer have been in Ramsdean.                

 We are sorry to say goodbye to Jo Hudek, who lived for a few years at 3 Pond Cottages. She has gone to be 

nearer her family. 

 Tim and Phillipa Metherill have moved into 3 Pond Cottages. Libbla and James Kelly have recently arrived at 

6 Pond Cottages. We hope that they will be happy here and that we see them around.  

 David Butcher and Karen Hill arrived a little earlier into The Old Chapel, and have already had major works 

done to their roof. We were very pleased to see them at the recent, very wet Village Annual Lunch. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Several people have done very well in various ways this summer and we congratulate them. Well done too, to those 

who have obtained the necessary grades in GCSE and A Level, so that they can go on to College/University.                                                 

Jack Lilleywhite has gained a 2:1 in English Literature from the University of East Anglia in Norwich                                          

His sister, Abbie has passed her driving test.                              

Charles Haydon who was doing a BTEC, level 3, extended diploma in Engineering, has attained D*,D*,D* (D for 

Distinction) in it. He has now got a place at Portsmouth University to read Mechanical Engineering.             

Julie Blackwell was invited to a Buckingham Palace Garden Party (See below) 

ROYAL GARDEN PARTY 

A day for hats and hellos at the Royal Garden Party on 5 June 2018. 

On this particular day we saw Princess Anne, Prince Charles and Camilla. As there weren’t many royals in attendance 

they were kept very busy. We were sorry the Queen was not there on that day.  

I invited my sister Mandy and we made the most of the day by starting off at The Ritz with cocktails. It was just a 

short walk to Hyde Park and the garden entrance to Buckingham Palace. We enjoyed the walk through the rose 

garden and by the lake, areas not usually seen. The buffet was subsequently served and was well distributed 

considering the numbers. On arrival of course we were served with lemon squash. 

It was interesting to meet so many people from different organisations, charitable institutions, hospices, education, 

sports – the list was endless. The PM Theresa May and her entourage passed us at one point on her way to the Royal 

tent.  

My invitation came from Soroptimist International of Great Britain and Ireland (SIGBI). I have been a member for 25 

years and am currently a member of SI Winchester & district. We are a global organisation and as a charitable 

institution we help women and girls in our local areas and also in developing countries.                                               

Equally of course it was a privilege to attend in my capacity as resident of Langrish village.                                          
Julie Blackwell 
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BOOK REVIEW - LANGRISH BOOK CLUB 

July book choice: In the Woods by Tana French 

This was a debut novel and winner of the Anthony, Macavity and Barry Awards for Best First Novel and the Edgar 

Award for Best First Novel by an American author. It’s classed as a psychological thriller and does have all the 

ingredients of a creepy murder mystery. 

Dublin is the base for her story. It tells the story of a mystery of three 11yr old missing children back in 1984, one of 

whom was found petrified and bloody with no recollection of what happened. The story then jumps 20 years 

forward to this boy’s career as a detective in the Dublin murder squad. 

It has an ingenious plot and tackles the feelings of loneliness, being different, mental issues and controlling family 

behaviour. It isn’t the easiest of reads but as the plot unfolds you begin to see the emotions wrestling within the boy 

Ryan, now the detective, and how it affects his work, those around him and his relationships. Without giving too 

much away it is richly atmospheric and does have a surprising end. 

How it leaves the reader is a different matter… 

Julie Blackwell 

WEATHER UPDATE 

It’s been the hottest and driest summer so far in the 11 years we have lived in Langrish. 

The hottest day so far this year was on 26 July when the temperature reached 30°C. That’s not spectacularly high; 

the temperature reached 32°C on 24th May 2010, 27th June 2011 and 26 July 2012. What’s been so difficult to take 

this year is the prolonged nature of the hot spell with day after day the temperature above 25°C and how hot it has 

been at night time; one day last week it was still 23°C when we went to bed at 10:30 pm. 

And of course it’s been spectacularly dry after a very wet start to the year (we had 4.3 inches of rain in March.) We 

had no rain at all in June (the normal average June rainfall is 2.2 inches.) We did have 1.6 inches of rain in July but 

1.3 inches of that was on the single day of 29 July so most of that disappeared into the drains. We had no rain in the 

first 8 days of August; ironically it’s raining now as I write this! 

Ian Wesley 9 August 2018 
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NATURE NOTES  

Rare Sightings in Langrish  

On 27th June at about midday, while up on scaffolding on the Old Vicarage needed to repair the chimney, a very large 

butterfly was noticed resting on the roof for 10 minutes or so before it flew off, soaring and gliding over the garden 

before disappearing. From the pictures taken on an iPhone (see frontispiece), it was identified as a male Purple 

Emperor butterfly (Apatura iris). Two days later at much the same time, a similar butterfly was seen to fly down and 

drink from a puddle at Home Farm Cottage. Whether it was the same one or whether there were at least two in 

Langrish that time is difficult to say. 

The Purple Emperors is Britain’s second largest butterfly. The rare, in Britain, Swallowtail is the largest. Its wingspan 

can be up to 90 mm and may be confused with a small bird when flying. Females lack the male’s violet metallic 

sheen on their wings. Normally they are found in well wooded areas, spending most of its life out of sight among the 

tree-tops, particularly oaks or willows. In the morning, males may occasionally descend to drink from puddles or 

dung, from which they obtain necessary salts. Females very rarely come down from the tree-tops. There is only one 

generation a year, flying between late June and early August. Most males are dead by mid July. Although scarce, it is 

often overlooked because of its habitat and therefore may not be as rare as supposed. It is now confined to very 

scattered localities mainly on clay in the central southern English counties.                  

      

BULB PLANTING 

 We plan to plant more bulbs in the village this autumn: 

 On the verge opposite the junction of the A272 and the C28 

 On the banks either side of the junction of the A272 and Reeds Meadow 

 On the corner of The Close and the C28 

Suggestions please for Ramsdean.                                 

If there are other public places in Langrish or Ramsdean that you feel would be enhanced by the planting of bulbs 

please email Betty Wesley (betty.wesley@gmail.com) with your suggestions A.S.A.P.                                             

Planting bulbs is hard work but if lots of people help the task is much less tiring and completed more quickly. We do 

all benefit from the results in the spring.  

Please watch for notices and emails regarding dates and times when planting is to take place.                                

Betty Wesley  

  

 

mailto:betty.wesley@gmail.com
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IN MEMORIAM 

 The first name on the Langrish War Memorial in St John’s Church is that of L. Bagg. 

Leonard Bagg died 100 years ago on 9 August 1918. Official records of him are scanty. All they say is: – Bagg Leonard 

Pte 14242 12th Bn East Surrey Regiment. Died on 9.8.1918 Age unknown. Commemorated at Tyne Cot Memorial, 

Zonnebeke, Belgium Panel 79/80 and 163A. Other records say: – born in Langrise (note the spelling!), Hants. It also 

appears that Leonard enlisted in 1916. 

So who was he? 

On the illuminated panels at the back of Langrish Church, the surname Bagg is mentioned five times; one of whom is 

Leonard. Of the others, the only name that can be definitely linked with Leonard is that of his older brother George, 

whom some of the older inhabitants of Langrish remember. He had a small dairy farm and lived at Church Farm 

(now owned by the Jordans). In the 1911 census, Leonard was recorded as being 12 years old, so he must have been 

17 when he enlisted, and 19 when he died. (George was 18 in that census and recorded as a Cowman/labourer) 

How did Leonard come to die and be commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing? A memorial that 

lists all those who died with no known grave in the Ypres Salient in Belgian Flanders, after 17 August 1917, Earlier 

deaths are recorded on the Menim Gate. 

The 8 August, the day before his death, marked the beginning of the 100 Day Offensive leading up to the Armistice. 

The Battle of Amiens (8-12 August) opened the campaign, but it was on the Somme, many miles away from where 

Leonard was killed. Records show that the 12th East Surrey Regiment was based in the vicinity of Ypres in Flanders at 

that time. The strategy being to attack the German lines over is wider front as possible. Troops around Ypres were to 

form the northern pincher of this offensive. There is however no record of the regiment being ‘formally’ engaged in 

a battle on 9 August. So how was Leonard killed and have no known grave? History does not say. He cannot have 

been shot by a sniper otherwise his body would have been recovered. There are reports that the troops in the area 

were coming under heavy shelling and gas attacks. We just don’t know. 
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THE ELEVENTH HOUR OF THE ELEVENTH DAY OF THE ELEVENTH MONTH 

  
An armistice is defined as ‘a formal agreement by warring parties to stop fighting’. What was signed on 11 

November 1918 was an agreed halt in fighting and not a German surrender. It certainly was not peace. The final 

peace treaty – the Treaty of Versailles was only ratified, after three extensions of the Armistice, on 10 January 1920. 

What were the circumstances that led the Germans to seek a cessation of hostilities? 

The Americans had entered the war on the Allied side in 1917. By Spring 1918 there were large numbers of 

American troops in the war zone, invigorating the Allied armies. The offensive, beginning on 8 August 1918 at 

Amiens, had led to significant Allied advances. By October 1918 the Germans were suffering shortages of rations and 

munitions and there was increasing disorder in Germany and disillusionment within the Armed Forces – the Navy 

had mutinied at Kiel. Germany’s allies, Turkey (Ottoman Empire), Bulgaria and Austria – Hungary had all signed 

separate armistices with the Allies. Kaiser Wilhelm II had been informed that the forces no longer wish to fight for 

him, and had abdicated on 8 November in Belgium. 

These events forced the German High Command to accept that the war had to be ended, but as Allied troops had 

not yet reached German soil, they hoped to do so on favourable terms. On 8 November negotiations were opened 

between the Allies and a German delegation at a secret destination in northern France. This was a carriage in 

Marshall Foch‘s private railway train, parked in a siding in the Forest of Compiègne, north of Paris. The Germans 

were handed a list of Allied demands and given 72 hours to agree. There was no question of negotiation. These were 

reluctantly agreed upon and the Armistice was signed at 5am on 11th November by Marshall Foch of France, the 

Allied Supreme Commander and the First Sea Lord, Admiral Wemyss for the Allies and four German representatives. 

It was to become effective six hours later at 11am, French time (noon German time). Fighting took place right up to 

11am and several soldiers were killed on both sides. The last British casualty, George Ellison killed by sniper fire, was 

at 09:30 hours. 

Terms were harsh and included immediate cessation of hostilities, the withdrawal of German forces to behind the 

Rhine, Allied occupation of the Rhineland and the repatriation of Allied prisoners of war but not of German 

prisoners; and many others. These punitive sanctions were to lay the seeds for the 2nd World War.                                                     

Rosemary Hopewell 
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Yet more Anniversaries 

 400th 

 29th October 1618 - Sir Walter Raleigh beheaded for treason on the Old Palace Yard in the Palace of 

Westminster 

 100th 

 August 1918 - School leaving age raised to 14 

 25th August 1918 - Birth of Leonard (Louis) Bernstein (conductor, composer, wrote music for ’West 

Side Story’ etc)  

 16th September 1918 - GPO launched 2 tier postal service 

 26th October 1918 - Stonehenge gifted to the Nation by local landowners, Cecil and Mary Chubb 

 75th 

 3rd September1943 - Allied invasion of Italy began. 

THE CHURCH ROOM 

 Space for various church functions appears to have been a problem for much of the church’s life. 

While there was still a school in Langrish situated in what is now ‘The Flints’, the schoolroom was used for various 

meetings and gatherings. However when in 1914, the school closed and moved to Stroud, it was no longer possible 

to use it and it became necessary to find an alternative parish room. 

In either 1914 or 1918 (a hundred years ago) – the date varies in different accounts, the then vicar of Langrish, the 

Rev HL Bashford saw the following advertisement in the Manchester Guardian:- 

FOR SALE: 

Iron Church, 1881, in excellent condition, cost £200 

Suitable for Mission Room or Institute, seats 140 

Apply Rector, Walesby, Market Rasen, Lincs 

On enquiry, he learnt that the asking price the building was actually £40. A Lincoln builder examined it and gave it a 

satisfactory report. His estimate for removal to Langrish was £38.15.0d. The total cost, inclusive of painting came to 

£87.12.0d. The vicar approached Mr WG Nicholson of Basing Park, the then landowner, regarding a site and a 

disused lime pit just up Bordean Hill behind ‘Lime Kiln Cottage’ was levelled and rented for one shilling (5p) per 

annum. 

The building was duly erected and remained in use until 1933, when it was felt there was no further need for it, as 

Mr CG Talbot- Ponsonby had granted to the vicar, the Rev PJ Miller, and churchwardens a lease of 21 years for the 
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old schoolroom as a church hall, at an annual rent of 10 shillings (50p), provided the premises were kept in good 

repair. They were also given an option to purchase the premises at a price to be agreed with his brother and agent 

Major Arthur Talbot-Ponsonby. This was fixed at £100 and taken up in 1952, when another £100 was donated 

anonymously to help with the purchase and repairs. 

Initially the room was used very infrequently and the facilities were fairly basic but in 1954, the church room began 

to be used more regularly by the Langrish and District social club (see page 23). However its condition deteriorated 

and by 1958 there was a hole in the ceiling and dangerous electrical faults so much so that the following year the 

condition was so poor that Mr Talbot-Ponsonby leased it back at £50 per annum and took over the repairs for five 

years. By 1965, its use by the social club was dwindling, so its use by them was terminated. Meanwhile the church 

authorities felt that the room was a liability as it was now so rarely used. It therefore decided to seek planning 

permission for its conversion to a dwelling house. The church proceeded with its sale which took place in October 

1968 and the building was purchased for £2500 and converted into ‘The Flints’. 

So Langrish Church has had no meeting space from 1968 until now, with the creation of extra space at the back of 

the church so that there is more room for functions etc. 
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WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON IN CHURCH? 

 It was several years ago, under the guidance of Canon Terry Louden and churchwardens Jane and Charles Sprinks, 

that discussions were first raised about the use of the church building and how it might be improved. In a slightly 

changed form we are now in the position of completing some of that original vision.  

The changes that have been undertaken in church have come out of a time of consultation and discussion about the 

way in which the life of our church has been developing over the last few years and there have been two main 

thoughts that have guided us. The primary focus of a church is worship. We have our regular Sunday services and a 

growing service of Morning Prayer. This has now been supplemented by a said Eucharist at the beginning of the 

month. These smaller services have taken place in the choir stalls but this has not really been satisfactory. Removing 

three pews from the front of the North aisle has enabled us to create a side chapel where these smaller services can 

take place.  

An addition to this space has been the installation of an aumbry and sanctuary lamp. After the death of John 

Hopewell in 2015, several people asked if we were able to have a memorial in church. The Diocese does not give 

permission for plaques, but Rosemary Hopewell very generously donated the aumbry and sanctuary lamp in John’s 

memory. The aumbry is like a small cupboard and keeps bread that has been blessed in the communion service. The 

lamp is lit continuously as a sign that it is in there! This means that Holy Communion can be taken to anyone who is 

unable to get to church. It also serves as a visible reminder of God’s presence with us. 

The other important aspect of our life together is that of hospitality. Over the time that I have been vicar we have 

had a number of social events in church, probably the most notable being our ‘Songs for Summer’ (appearing under 

the guise of ‘Songs for Harvest’ this year). We have struggled with the lack of space at the back of church and the 

removal of two pews on either side, along with the lowering of the floor, has increased that area significantly 

without changing the fundamental look and feel of the church.  

So far, these have proved to be a great success. We are looking forward to a visit from the Bishop to formally 

consecrate our new altar and we are also beginning to anticipate celebrating our 150 th anniversary in 2020 with 

thoughts of painting but for now we are very pleased with the work so far. 

Thank you very much too all those people who worked so hard to get plans through the faculty process and for all 

the hard work put into cleaning the church so that we could open for worship again. If you haven’t yet had the 

opportunity, do drop by and see what you think. 

Rev’d Jane 
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NEW BEGINNINGS 

 I have discovered the truth in the adage that the best thing about travelling is coming home. During my sabbatical I 

had the opportunity to think about life in the parish and what might be improved. One item high on my list has been 

help with administration. Administration sometimes feels like cutting the head off Hydra – you cut one off and two 

more appear in its place! The same could be said for rota’s, which is one of the places we’re going to start. There are 

a variety of jobs that happen in church, many of which are rota’d, and a number of them happen without my 

interference – which is great – but there are a couple of areas in which I’d like to ask for your help.  

Sidesmen– set the church up before the service starts, welcome everyone and hand out service books, take the 

collection. 

Reading – each service has one reading either from the Old or New Testament read by a member of the 

congregation 

Chalice – this involves handing the wine to people when we take communion. At the moment we don’t have anyone 

to help with this. 

If you might be interested in helping with any of these or finding out more, please get in touch with me. I will make 

sure that you receive any training/instruction necessary! 

We are also revamping the church locking rota – again if you would be willing to lend a hand, I’m hoping that we will 

have enough people to mean that the commitment shouldn’t be too onerous. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Rev’d Jane 
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CHURCH NOTICES 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturday 8th September 

Annual HIHCT Ride and Stride  

Visit unique historic buildings, see beautiful countryside, get some exercise and have fun with the family Ride+Stride 

is a sponsored bike ride or walk in which people all over England take part in. The money raised helps to save 

historic churches, chapels and meeting houses for future generations. If anyone is interested in taking part could 

they please contact Jean Cooke for further information on 01730 823363 

Sunday 9th September 4pm: Education Sunday 

Service of commissioning for new headteacher 

Amy O’Toole will be starting at the beginning of term as the new Head Teacher for our school. We will be 

commissioning her at a special service to mark this important stage in the life of the school. Please do support this 

important event. 

Friday 28th September: All Saints Quiz 2018 

East Meon village hall doors open at 7pm, the quiz begins at 8pm. Teams of 8 (max) at £10 per person. Bring your 

own food; a cash bar will be available. All proceeds to All Saints’ Church and the Rosemary Foundation. Tickets can 

be reserved by emailing trudie.lang@gmail.com 

Sunday 30th September 10.30am 

Joint Eucharist at West Meon 

This Sunday will be Rev’d Lionel’s final service after 5 years as Rector of West Meon and Warnford so this will be an 

opportunity for us to worship together as we wish him and Elizabeth every blessing for the future, pray for them and 

the on-going lives of the parishes. 

 OCTOBER 

Sunday 7th October: Harvest Festival 

6.00pm Songs for Harvest at St John the Evangelist, Langrish 

This year we are combining our Harvest Festival with our postponed organ fundraiser in an all-encompassing ‘Songs 

for Harvest’. Sing all your favourite harvest hymns as well as a selection of rousing autumn songs. There will be a 

cash bar and canapés available.                                              

Sunday 14thOctober: Feast of St Luke 

mailto:trudie.lang@gmail.com
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6.00pm at St John the Evangelist, West Meon. 

Luke is renowned not only as the author of the Gospel in his name and the Acts of the Apostles, as a physician, Luke 

is also the patron saint for the medical profession. 

NOVEMBER 

Sunday 4thNovember: All Saints’ Day/All Souls’ Day 

10.30am East Meon and Langrish join together for All Saints’ Patronal Festival at East Meon 

4.00pm All Soul’s Service at East Meon. As joint service as we remember all those who have died.  

Sunday 11thNovember: Remembrance Sunday 

10.00am (PLEASE NOTE EARLIER TIME) Service of Remembrance at All Saints’ followed by wreath-laying and Act of 

Remembrance at the war memorial. Refreshments available in the village hall afterwards. 

4.00pm Reflections for Remembrance at Langrish 

Many of us will be gathering to commemorate the Armistice at 11am for our formal keeping of Remembrance.  

This evening service will offer hymns, readings and reflections as well as the traditional Act of Remembrance to mark 

this centenary year. 

 DECEMBER 

Sunday 9thDecember 

Christmas Fair at Langrish House 

From 2pm – 4pm, your opportunity to stock up on all those Christmas gifts. 

QUIZ ANSWERS 
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OCTOBER'S PARTY 

 

 

October gave a party; 

The leaves by hundreds came— 

The Chestnuts, Oaks, and Maples, 

And leaves of every name. 

The Sunshine spread a carpet, 

And everything was grand, 

Miss Weather led the dancing, 

Professor Wind the band. 

 

The Chestnuts came in yellow, 

The Oaks in crimson dressed; 

The lovely Misses Maple 

In scarlet looked their best; 

All balanced to their partners, 

And gaily fluttered by; 

The sight was like a rainbow 

New fallen from the sky. 

 

Then, in the rustic hollow, 

At hide-and-seek they played, 

The party closed at sundown, 

And everybody stayed. 

Professor Wind played louder; 

They flew along the ground; 

And then the party ended 

In jolly "hands around." 

George Cooper 
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LANGRISH SOCIAL CLUBS 

You may not believe it but Langrish and Ramsdean Friends was not the first social club in the parish. It had a 

predecessor. 

In May 1954, a meeting chaired by the then vicar, Rev Teddy Ellis, was held in the Church room to discuss forming a 

social club for the village. A committee was duly elected and the club named ‘The Langrish and District Social Club’. 

They made arrangements with the Parochial Church Council to pay a weekly rent of four shillings (20p) for the use of 

the church room one evening a week. Club members would pay a yearly subscription of two shillings and sixpence 

(12p) and pay sixpence (2.5p) for each meeting they attended. 

The club developed rapidly. Within six months it was using the church room twice a week and at its peak had 60 

members. Activities included snooker, table tennis and darts – mainly on Wednesdays; on Fridays there were similar 

activities in the first part of the evening, followed by dancing to a record player. ‘Old Tyme’ dancing lessons were 

given. Once a month on Fridays there were special themed evenings - Pea and Pie suppers, Beetle drives (somewhat 

similar to Bingo) etc. The club even had a licence and ran its own bar! 

Other events were arranged during the year, such as coach trips to the seaside, sports days and parties both the 

children and adults at Christmas and the New Year. These were very well attended, often in fancy dress. Bonfire 

night was a special occasion with processions with flaming torches, through the village and bonfires in the Chalk pit 

at the bottom of Bordean Hill or at Langrish House. 

The club continued in this vein for several years but finally with changing population and lifestyles, with the advent 

of TV and car ownership, the Club had to accept that it could not carry on and it was wound up in 1965. 

Unlike the Langrish and District Social Club, which was almost purely for social activities, Langrish and Ramsdean 

Friends, as it is now called, was set up in 1995 by John Hopewell primarily for fundraising purposes but also with a 

social element. Like its predecessor, the initial meeting was chaired by the Vicar, Peter Wadsworth, but on this 

occasion held in the Church. John conceived the idea that there should be a group of ’Friends’ to support the church, 

much in the same way as ‘Friends’ support hospitals etc. Its purpose would be to raise funds for St John’s Church. 

This was changed in 2006 to include fundraising for the whole village, as well as for the church. The second purpose 

was a social one. He felt that at that time, there were very few activities that bound the people, whoever they were, 

of Langrish or Ramsdean together. 

Traditionally The Friends meet six times a year for a meal followed by a talk at Langrish House, thanks to Nigel and 

Robina Talbot-Ponsonby, who subsidise the event heavily. Money is raised from these events primarily from raffles. 

Other activities such as Bluebell and other walks, barbecues, coffee mornings also raise money which has been used 

for Village enhancement - for example, the daffodils along the A272 and on the Village Green. Tables and chairs and 

the splendid gazebo, which was first used at the recent very wet, Annual Village lunch, have all been bought by 

money raised by The Friends. Contributions have been made towards buying the defibrillator and the SLR installed 

along our roads. The Church has not been forgotten either, and donations have been made for various projects 

including the restoration of the organ. The proceeds from that Annual Lunch, by agreement many years ago, go 
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entirely to the church. Neither have people been forgotten, The Friends have sponsored School trips and visits to 

World Scouting jamborees. 

We are raising money, but we need new blood and new ideas. We need to expand our membership particularly to 

the younger generation and therefore need activities which they would support and participate in. Trips to such 

places as Chichester Cathedral, Osborne House etc have been mooted but have, as yet not taken place. 

Langrish and Ramsdean Friends cannot afford to let us fail, so please help. If you think you can, please contact a 

member of the committee (WHO’S WHO page 31) 
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LANGRISH AND RAMSDEAN FRIENDS 

Village Lunch 

Well, for the fourth year out of five the sun did not shine; the rain poured down but at least the wind did not blow 

too hard. However, spirits did not appear to be dampened and 68 people enjoyed themselves at the Village Lunch 

on Sunday 26th August and we raised over £700 for Langrish church. Many thanks to all the helpers and to Marjorie 

for hosting us once again. 

New Friends Committee 

We have a new Friends committee, see page 31 for details. 

Programme of events 

We now embark on the 2018/2019 Friends programme; there will be some changes this year following the 

responses to the survey emailed earlier in the year. If you have any ideas for future events or talks please contact 

Joy or Betty 

Thursday, 8th November  

The first Friends meeting of the autumn will be as usual at Langrish House, preceded by a meal for those who want 

it. The evening starts at 7:00 pm for the meal at 7.30 and the talk is at 8.45 pm. Flyers and emails giving details about 

the subject of the talk and the speaker will be sent out later.  

Please note that Doris has stepped down as Treasurer and so Sylvia Deadman is now the person to respond to 

regarding your attendance at talks and your choice of menu where applicable. 

Thursday 13th December  

The Christmas celebration meal and as is the tradition there will be no speaker for this event so that we have plenty 

of time to chat. 

Other Events & Dates 

 Early October: Rosemary Hopewell will lead a Fungus Foray. Date and time to be confirmed. 

 Thursday 7th February 2019: meal and talk at Langrish House 

 Thursday 11th April 2019: meal and Friends AGM 

 Further events to be arranged. 

Betty Wesley August 2018 
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QUIZ - SPORT 

1. How many F1 World Championships has Lewis Hamilton won? 

2. How high is a Table Tennis net? 

3. How many metres is one lap of an Olympic cycling veladrome? 

4. In which decade did the Oxford & Cambridge boat race first take place? 

5. Who is the coach of the England Women’s Netball team? 

6. The name ‘Canal Turn’ fence at Aintree refers to which waterway? 

7. In which city is the US Open Tennis Championship held? 

8. What was the original name of Muhammad Ali? 

9. Who is the current British Open Golf champion? 

10. Which team is the oldest professional football team in the world? 

11. How many teams took part in the recent football World Cup finals? 

12. What was the name of Southampton‘s football ground before 2001? 

13. Which was the first English Club to win all 4 major UEFA trophies? 

14. How many players are there in a team of ‘Aussie’ Rules football? 

15. When did England win the Rugby World Cup? 

16. Who is the most capped Rugby union player? 

17. What ‘set piece’ used in Rugby Union does not occur in Rugby League? 

18. Who has scored the most 1st Class (excluding ODI) cricket centuries? 

19. What is the highest individual 1st class cricket score? 

20. Why is a cricket pitch 22 yards? 

  Answers Page 21 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Police 101 (non 999 emergencies) or 01962 841534 

Community Support Officer—PCSO 11357 Tricia Gibbs 

Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

Mobile—07554 775 521 

East Meon Care Group 

 To request transport—call 0705 017 7505 

 To offer to be a driver—contact Libby Swayne 823560 

 Citizens Advice Bureau  

 www.adviceguide.org.uk                    

Tel - 03444 111306 (landline) 0300 3300650 (mobiles)  Petersfield appointments 710281 
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 THE ROSEMARY FOUNDATION 

 For many years The Rosemary Foundation has had a correspondence address at 35 Lavant Street in Petersfield, 

which has also been a pick up and drop off point for donations and collection boxes etc. Owing to the current 

tenants not renewing and moving to another address the Foundation’s trustees have taken the decision to relocate 

the correspondence (and pick up / drop off) address to The Engine House, 77 Station Road, Petersfield, GU32 3FQ, 

which is with immediate effect. 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS 2018 

For enquiries about any of the following events, please telephone  

The Rosemary Foundation’s office on 01730 266329 

 

If you would like to keep in touch regularly with what is happening at The Rosemary Foundation you may subscribe 

to their e-newsletters via their website: www.rosemary-foundation.org.uk/contact-us/keeping-in-touch/ 

 

 

 

http://www.rosemary-foundation.org.uk/contact-us/keeping-in-touch/
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VILLAGE CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 

3rd  Parish Council Meeting 

  7.30pm - Langrish House 

8th  Annual Ride and Stride  

  In aid of our churches in Hampshire & IOW 

28th    Quiz Night - in aid of All Saints’, East Meon 

  7pm onwards - East Meon Village Hall 

30th  Cluster Service - Farewell to Lionel & Elizabeth Stock 

  10.30am - West Meon Church 

OCTOBER 

7th  Songs for Harvest/Harvest Festival Service 

  6pm - Langrish Church  

NOVEMBER 

9th  Langrish & Ramsdean Friends 

  7.30pm - Langrish House 

11th  Remembrance Sunday with Wreath laying 

  4.00pm - Langrish Church 

12th  Parish Council Meeting 

  7.30pm - Langrish House 

17th  Annual Churchyard Clean-up 

  9.30am onwards - Langrish Church 

DECEMBER 

9th  Langrish Christmas Fair 

  2.00pm - Langrish House 
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BUS TIMETABLE 

(as of February 2018) 

 

SAVE THE CHILDREN 
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WHO’S WHO 

Parish Council  

Mrs Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman & Tree Warden)    261354 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Mr Gary Hodgson (Vice Chairman, Roads & Footpaths)   267146  

Mrs Alison Meggeson        264470 

Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby       266941 

Mr Ian Wesley (IT & Planning)       231081 ian.c.wesley@gmail.com 

Mrs Debbie Luff                        823550 

 Mrs Helen Marsh  (Clerk)       823352 helenmarsh141@btinternet.com  

County & District Councillor  

Cllr Rob Mocatta robert.mocatta@easthants.gov.uk  

Parochial Church Council  

Vicar 

Rev.d Jane Ball    823221 revjaneball@gmail.com 

Curate  

Rev’d Katy Garner  829995 revdrkatygarner@gmail.com  

Churchwardens 

Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby 263374 ntp@gva.co.uk 

Mrs Rosemary Hopewell  261354 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

 Mrs Charlotte Denby  

Mr Jon Allen (Hon. Treasurer) 

Cdre David Mowlam (Electoral Roll Officer) 

Mrs Susan Ricketts (Deanery Synod Rep) 

Mrs Joy Sang (Deanery Synod Rep) 

Mrs Julie Blackwell  
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Langrish and Ramsdean Friends  

Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman)    261354 r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

Sylvia Deadman (Treasurer)        265354 sdeadman@toucansurf.com 

Charlotte Hetherington (Secretary)  263458 charlottehetherington@hotmail.com 

Betty Wesley (Events)      231081 betty.wesley@gmail.com 

Joy Barden               301591               

Julie Blackwell       263972  

Jan Mallett     261201 

Squeaker Committee 

Rosemary Hopewell       261354 rch.langrish@gmail.com 

Doris Rattray       823419 

Ian Wesley    231081 

Langrish Primary School Governors   

Mr James Greenwood - Co-opted Governor & Chair  

Ms Julie Gray - Parent Governor & Vice Chair  

Mrs Lade Barker - Co-opted Governor 

Miss Jenny Flack - Staff Governor 

Mr Ray Dudman - Parent Governor  

Mr Paul Savage - Co-opted Governor 

Mr Phil Shaw - Co-opted Governor 

Vacancy - Co-opted Governor 

Vacancy - Parent Governor 

Vacancy - LEA Governor 

Mrs Sarah Wright - Head Teacher 

 Mrs Mary Downes- -Clerk to Governing Body 

Mr Gareth Baynham Hughes - Associate Member 

Mr Alan Burgess - Associate Member 
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Do you have a busy schedule? Unable to leave the 
house?  

Do you suffer from aches and pains?  
Why not see if Osteopathy can help? 

I will travel to you!  
 

Home visits in the Froxfield, Langrish and Privett areas  

Tuesday-Wednesday 10am-7.30pm 
 

Contact me to book an appointment or for further 

information: 
Emily Moss 

07504104981 
emilymoss@mossteopathy.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

PA / SECRETARIAL / BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION SERVICE 

 PA services 

 Typing and transcription 

 Web design and maintenance 

 Diary management 

 Marketing 

 General secretarial support 

 

Scribus offers a completely flexible approach to office 

administration. Whether you require a complete office 

management service or a one-off project, we can help. 

 

CONTACT SOPHIE RICHARDSON TODAY ON 01730 858324 OR 

07986 422621 

 

www.scribus.co.uk 
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  Rattray Tree Services 

  

  Thomas Rattray 

  

   Telephone 01730858943  

 or 07595401427 

             

             rattraytom@yahoo.co.uk 
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Bricklaying and Building 

Contractor 

  

Geoff D. Cook 

From Home Extensions to Garden Walls 

Free Estimates 

Horndean 02392 595054 

  

Quality Craftsmanship and Reliable Service 
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