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Working Shire horse 
At the Weald and Downland Museum, Singleton 
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 Editorial  

 The past three months has been a time of asking questions of both the 
future of ’The Squeaker’ itself and also that of ‘Langrish and Ramsdean 
Friends’. 
 Firstly in answer to the questions I posed in the last edition, which Ian 
Wesley circulated as a survey, the impression is that you do like ‘The 
Squeaker’. You can see the answers to the electronic survey on the opposite 
page. We are taking on board your requests and will incorporate your sugges-
tions in various editions in the future. The most popular suggestion appears to 
be that that we have articles about people in the village and what they have 
done or are doing with their lives. Any volunteers? We are also hoping from 
time to time to get a member of the Book club to write a review on one of the 
books that they have read recently. We are also thinking very seriously about 
going on Facebook which would make posting traffic alerts etc very easy. Of 
course you would not have to subscribe to it if you did not wish to. 
 Similar questions, again with a survey, were asked of the members of 
‘Langrish and Ramsdean Friends’ , which was set up in 1995 by John Hopewell 
for two purposes.  Firstly to fund raise for St John’s Church; this was changed 
in 2006 to include fundraising for the whole village. The second purpose was a 
social one, so that all the people in the village whoever they were, could meet 
mainly after a meal and a talk but on other occasions too. The results of the 
survey can be found on page 25. Again the impression was that ‘The Friends’ 
should continue but with revamping of ideas and personnel. 
 The last point is the vexing question of the General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR) that came into force on 25th May. We have considered 
them carefully and all those whose telephone numbers or emails appear in the 
Who’s Who section have been asked for their permission for these to be pub-
lished. As far as circulation of ‘The Squeaker’ is concerned, we do not circulate 
to specific people, we just deliver to every address in Langrish and Ramsdean. 
Sometimes we may not even know who lives there! If you do not wish to con-
tinue to receive a ‘Squeaker’, you can do to two things, either throw it away 
unread or inform the Editor that you no longer wish to receive it.                
          Rosemary Hopewell  - Editor   May 2018 

Our thanks to the following contributors:- 
Articles and Suggestions 
 Louisa Denby, Katy Garner, Jan Mallett, Jeremy Mitchell, Betty and Ian 
Wesley 
Pictures 
 Katy Garner, the Hickman family, the Editor, the Internet  



7 

 

 

Squeaker Survey  

Here are the results from an online survey conducted in April 2018. 
There were 39 respondents. 

1. Do you read The Squeaker? 
 On paper: 32    Both online and paper: 7 
2. Should The Squeaker continue in its current form? 
 Yes: 38  No: 1 
3. Should we try to publish The Squeaker in colour? 
 Yes: 9  No: 29 
4. Would you be prepared to pay an annual subscription for a colour 
Squeaker? 
 Yes: 17  No: 22 
5. What would you like to see in future editions? 
 Letters to the editor:    24  Book reviews: 1    More about village  
 people: 34 
Other ideas: 
 Holiday articles or suggested places that people have enjoyed on a 
 day’s outing from Langrish. 
 Articles about village history/traditions/'how things work around 
 here' etc. - for those newer to the village. 
 Book reviews, Suggested local walks, Nature reports, Gardening tips 
6.  Are you willing to make contributions to future editions of The 
Squeaker? 
 Yes: 30  No: 8 
7.  Should we have a village Facebook page? 
 Instead of The Squeaker: 1 As well as The Squeaker: 20    No: 17 
        Ian Wesley April 2108 

 

Parish and Community news   

                         
 The Parish Council (PC) met on 12th March  and on 14th May 
held its Annual General Meeting at which the Council Officers were 
re-elected to their various post (See Who’s Who on page 30). We were 
sad to say goodbye to David Mowlam  who has resigned as a councillor 
because of pressure of other commitments. We are delighted that Debbie 
Luff (from Ramsdean!) has agreed to join the parish council  until new 
Council elections next year. 
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 At the Annual Parish Assembly, held on the same day, which 
was unfortunately very poorly attended, we had a very interesting talk 
by Laura Deane who is the SDNP Ranger for this area.  She told us 
about various  projects that are happening around here including the 
reintroduction of Water Voles into the River Meon.  After  the councillors 
had given their reports, there was a lively discuss on the perennial prob-
lem of traffic in the C28 
 
Traffic on the East Meon Road                             
 A second 2nd permanent SLR is now working on the C28.  The 
other SLR will, as before, be moved regularly between near the Church 
and Langrish Hill. 
 There is continuing concern about the volume and speed of traf-
fic along the East Meon Road particularly at school bus times. At pre-
sent the authorities are unlikely to take any action unless there is a very 
serious accident but the situation will continue to be monitored. 
 There have been recent reports of heavy lorries for ARRK 
‘parking-up’ in peoples driveways.  These incidents have been dis-
cussed with the AARK Management and hopefully should not recur. 
Bus shelters 
 The shelter on Langrish Green will be refurbished shortly. The 
one outside Langrish House is in a much poorer condition and will 
need extensive repairs if not replacement.  The PC is hoping to get 
a grant from EHDC for these works.  
    
 The next Parish Council meetings is on Monday 9th July at 
7.30pm at Langrish House. All are welcome 

 

WarningS! 

  
 There have been quite a few ‘petty thefts’ from gardens both in 
Langrish and East Meon lately.  These have been mainly of ‘moveable’ 
objects such as antique planters and ornaments, but the contents of gar-
den sheds may also be targeted.  Make sure that everything is as secure 
as possible. 
                       
  It is possible that there might be fireworks at Langrish House on 
the evening / night of 14th July.  At present, this has not been con-
firmed. 
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Church of St John the Evangelist 

 
 The Church at Langrish is another of our Grade 2 listed buildings and 
is a fine example of an unspoilt late Victorian building. 
History 
 The brothers, John and George Waddington, who lived at Langrish 
House, decided they wished to have a church built at Langrish for the 
benefit of the villagers who otherwise had to walk to East Meon. In 1869, 
they engaged a well-known Church architect, Ewan Christian, to draw up 
plans. However the site chosen, sloped from a wood on the Hanger to-
wards the road and needed to be levelled. This was heavy and expensive 
work, absorbing all the available labour for months to the chagrin of the 
local farmers who were obliged to provide the men and horses! 
 In 1869, at the Waddington’s invitation, the foundation stone was laid 
by Mrs Nicholson of Basing Park and building began. Unfortunately, 
George Waddington who had provided the vast majority of the funds 
needed for the work, died in January 1870 without seeing the completion 
of his plans but the project was carried on by John. The building works 
continued throughout that year and the Church was consecrated on the 
first anniversary of George’s death on 14th January 1871 by Bishop 
Sumner of Winchester. (Langrish was in the Diocese of Winchester until 
the new Diocese of Portsmouth was created in 1927.) 
 Thus Langrish was severed from East Meon to become a separate 
ecclesiastical parish; a situation that was to exist for just over one hundred 
years and eight vicars, until 1974 when it became held in ‘plurality’ with 
East Meon once again. 
The Church building 
 The Church is built in the Early English style, constructed of lime-
stone with flint facing and Bath stone dressings. The Victorian interior has 
marble columns with an oak-beamed roof and a tiled floor. The polygonal 
stone turret at the West end houses the bell, made in 1870 by Messrs. 
Stainbeck of London and inscribed ‘Soli Deo Gloria, Pax Hominibus’ – Glory 
to God alone, Peace to Men. This turret itself has needed repair from time 
to time. The original small porch with a wire-meshed door was replaced in 
1930 by the current larger one and an oak door was added. 
The Interior 
 The East chancel stained-glass window, behind the altar, depicting 
Christ’s birth, crucifixion and resurrection was donated by parishioners in 
memory of John Waddington who died in 1880. The two other stained-
glass windows, one in the South wall and the other in the North wall, were 
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were also donated in his memory, by his nephews and nieces —Talbot-
Ponsonby family members.  
 The altar reredos is of carved oak. On it are three panels depicting a 
cross with an angel above it in the centre; Portsmouth Cathedral and St 
Mary to the left and St John and Winchester cathedral on the right. These 
were painted in 1935 in memory of Percy John Miller, who was Vicar be-
tween 1928 and 1935, at the behest of his widow. 
 The altar rail, initially had openings at each end, but just after World 
War 1, the then Vicar arbitrarily had it cut in half and moved sideways, leav-
ing a gap in the middle which is, to this day, difficult for those who have to 
kneel there to receive communion. 
 The embroidered altar cloths, coloured for each of the Church seasons, 
were donated by Miss Mary Robinson in memory of her brother, Admiral 
EG Robinson VC – a churchwarden, who lived at the White House and who 
died in 1965. 
 The organ, made by Messrs. Norman and Beard at the cost of £200, 
which was contributed to by the parishioners, was installed in 1915. It re-
cently has had a considerably more expensive refurbishment!  
 The rather elaborately carved font bearing the inscription, ‘Suffer little chil-
dren to come unto me and forbid them not, for such is the kingdom of 
Heaven’ was moved into its current position at the West end at the same 
time as the porch was enlarged (1930). 
Memorials and plaques 
  Unlike most towns and villages, the War Memorial at Langrish is inside 
the church. In 1920, a stone memorial was placed on the South wall com-
memorating the 14 villagers who died in World War 1. At the north-west end 
of the church is an illuminated scroll presented by Brigadier-General JS 
Nicholson, in honour of the 99 men from the parish who served in it. The 
wooden plaque, in memory of the six who died in World War 2 was not put 

    1872                2018 



11 

 

 

up until 1982. On the West wall is a plaque in memory of Sergeant George 
Horlock who was awarded the Victoria Cross in 1914 but was drowned in 
1917 when his ship was sunk on returning to the Middle East. In the Church-
yard is the grave of another Victoria Cross holder, Admiral EG Robinson. 
Two VCs are a remarkable achievement for such a small village! 
Also on the West wall are several commemorative plaques; to Talbot-
Ponsonby family members, whose family burial ground is to the East of the 
Church; to Ethel Boyt, a long-serving churchwarden; and to Gladys Dead-
man, another churchwarden and her husband, John who built the vestry. 
Memorials to Brigadier-General Nicholson and to other Talbot-Ponsonby chil-
dren are on the North-east wall behind the lectern. 
 To the left of the door on entering the church is a list of the Vicars of 
Langrish since its consecration, and to the right the Vicars of East Meon 
with dependent chapels, from 1285 until the separation of the two parishes 
in 1871. 
The Churchyard 
 The lychgate was built in 1881 in memory of George Waddington. It 
is of oak, with tiles similar to those of the church and was refurbished in 
1910. 
On the North-east corner of the Church, at ground level, is an Ordnance Da-
tum mark, which after consulting the appropriate table, gives the height 
above sea-level of the Church as 111 feet. 
The graveyard contains graves of parishioners buried since the time of con-
secration of the church. Many have interesting inscriptions. In the centre of 
the lower graveyard is the grave of Admiral Robinson bearing the insignia 
of the Victoria Cross he won at Gallipoli in 1915. 
 In spring the churchyard is a mass of wild flowers: snowdrops, primroses, 
violets, celandines, cowslips and wild garlic. A little later in the year, there 
are several varieties of wild orchids and in high summer the short turf is a 
mass of down-land flowers. 

 

Warhorses 

 

 A few weeks ago I walked down Park Lane in London to look at the 
Animals in War Memorial, erected in 2014 and opened by Princess Anne to 
commemorate all animals involved in recent wars. Recorded on it are many 
creatures, among them elephants, camels, oxen, dogs, pigeons and even 
glow worms, which were used in the First World War to provide light in the 
trenches!  However the most important animals there, particularly for the 
part they played in the Great War, are horses and mules. 
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 Most of us will be familiar either with the book, play or film of 
‘Warhorse’. This tells the story of ‘Joey’ and his owner Albert and follows them 
through great trials and tribulations during the Great War – both surviving. 
Near here, from the Isle of Wight, comes the story of a real war horse- that of 
the cavalry horse ‘Warrior,’ who went to war with his master Jack Seeley, who 
had bred him.  Both led a charmed life. Seeley, on his back, was to lead the 
Canadian Cavalry throughout the War culminating in the one of the last cav-
alry charges ever near Amiens in March 1918. This was successful – but at a 
price.  Both survived and Warrior returned to the Island and lived to the ripe 
old age of 33, dying in 1941. He had become so famous, that he even had an 
obituary which was headed ’The horse the Germans could not kill’. 
 So what part did horses play in the war? 
 At the outbreak of war, Cavalry was considered essential. However it 
was quickly realised that horses were very vulnerable to machine gun and ar-
tillery fire. Many of the participants on the Western Front, particularly the Ger-
mans, stopped using Cavalry fairly early on, but the UK continued, with limited 
success, throughout the war. However it was indispensable and more success-
ful in the Middle East, where the enemy was weaker and less technologically 
advanced. 
 But the great majority of horses were used for other tasks.  Horses and 
in particular mules were much better travelling through the mud than vehicles. 
Most pulled supply wagons, ambulances and anything that needed to be 
transported to and from the Front. Heavy horses were used for pulling artil-
lery. It took between six and 12 horses, to pull each gun, depending upon its 
size.  The rest were used for riding - all officers were mounted; others were 
used by the messengers and some for reconnaissance. 
 At the beginning of the War, the British Army had only 80 mechanised 
vehicles and 25,000 horses, –totally inadequate, so 120,000 were requisi-
tioned immediately. 
 Where did they come from? 
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 Officers were expected to provide their own horses, but it was the re-
sponsibility of the Army Remount Service based in Romsey to obtain and train 
the rest. Larger horses for guns – smaller ones for general duties. Once 
trained, they were shipped out via Southampton, half to the Western front 
and the remainder to the Middle East. 
 Initially all horses three years old and over, were obtained or more ac-
curately, arbitrarily taken from the civilian population – farmers, stables etc. 
Horses had to be surrendered if their owners could not prove that they were 
essential for either agriculture or transport. However General Kitchener (he 
must have had Grandchildren!!) ordered that no horse under 15.2 hands 
should be commandeered. This was in response from lobbying by British chil-
dren and Pony Clubs who were concerned for their ponies. There were no 
such provisos from other countries and it was soon discovered that small 
horses were more efficient and had better endurance than larger horses. It 
was also found that thoroughbreds were temperamental (well known to most 
horse owners!) and that workaday horses and particularly mules were better 
under fire. 
 Horses have to be fed; and feeding was a major issue. Fodder was the 
single largest commodity shipped to the front from Britain. Hay and oats were 
rationed particularly after German submarine activity restricted supply by sea. 
Each horse was restricted to about 80% of their actual needs. It was given to 
them individually in a nose bag so that none was wasted. 
Horses were very valuable.  
 It was calculated that the British Army lost about 15% of their horses 
per annum in spite of there being an efficient Veterinary service. Only a quar-
ter of these losses were from Enemy action, the rest was from disease, ex-
haustion, starvation and gassing. Like their human counterparts, many were 
issued with gas masks, but they often confused them with feed bags and de-
stroyed them. 
  As the war continued, there was increasing difficulty replacing them, so 
much so that by 1917, it was considered that the loss of a horse was of more 
tactical concern than that of a soldier!   Topping up numbers was difficult. 
Small numbers came from the already drained UK, so much larger numbers 
had to be bought and transported by sea from Australia, Canada, USA and 
Argentina. A difficult task.  Mules were obtained from Ireland and abroad. 
What part did our villages play? 
 At the outbreak of war, Squire Gallup, the then owner of Bereleigh, with 
no previous military experience volunteered for military service. He, some of 
his men and his favourite hunter which he took with him, were sent to Meso-
potamia.  It was recorded in the then East Meon village magazine of Decem-
ber 1915 that ‘news had come that horses were being killed and there-
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fore several replacements were sent from the village’. It is also re-
corded from Langrish, that ‘farmers gave up horses to the army when 
there was a shortage’. 
 Several million horses and mules worldwide were killed during the War. 
A few survived the entire war, as did Warrior. Six black chargers, who had 
also come through the whole war, pulled the gun carriage carrying the re-
mains of the Unknown Soldier to Westminster Abbey on Armistice Day 1920. 
It is been written that ‘we should feel pride in what horses did for us, 

sorrow for all who died’. Unlike the soldiers, who were volunteers, as it 

says on the Animals at War Memorial,’ They had no choice’.                                           

        Rosemary Hopewell 

 

I want my hat back 

 
 Whenever I return home to visit my parents, there is always, without 
fail, a half-eaten tin of Heinz baked beans in the refrigerator. I have long 
sought an explanation as to the reason for this, but to no avail. If it were the 
same tin of beans each time, one could understand: a long-forgotten rem-
nant of some hastily-cooked Sunday brunch, or perhaps a relic of a tea-time 
snack of beans-on-toast-for-one. But no, it’s always a new tin of beans, and 
is invariably still in situ upon my departure, albeit slightly furrier. 
 There are some who would criticise my analysis of said cylindrical food 
container: a ‘half-empty’ tin? or a ‘half-full’ one? What does my choice of 
words say about my attitude to life (or my knowledge of the workings of the 
Denby household)? I have a theory on this: if one fills a glass and then 
drinks half the liquid, the glass is half-empty; if the glass begins completely 
devoid of all substance, however, but is then filled only halfway, surely it’s 
then half-full? I have made a number of attempts to explain this humble con-
cept to anyone who will listen, only to be met on occasion with quizzical en-
quiries as to whether I have considered a whole other metaphysics. I have 
not. Things don’t need to be that complicated. 
 In most areas of life I would say I am an optimist, an example of 
which would be the action I took to mitigate the minor personal catastrophe 
I endured in London last December. For a number of weeks I was freelanc-
ing around the capital and elsewhere, living out of a suitcase, and therefore 
having to lug said suitcase around with me.  On this particular occasion I 
managed to get myself and my bags safely off a train at London Liverpool 

Street station, and to a café on the main concourse, where I planned to have 
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a small bite to eat and consider my next manoeuvre. It was only as the 
friendly barista was bringing my food to the table that the terrible realisation 
suddenly dawned on me: I had left my hat on the train!! Rapidly entering a 
state of complete panic, I hurled the suitcase at the bewildered young man, 
exclaiming “I want my hat back! Look after my stuff!” and belted across to 
the lost property office, where I spent the next five minutes filling out vari-
ous forms and trying to remember vital pieces of information like who I was 
and where I lived and what colour was the hat etc. 
 Perhaps at this point I should explain a few things. This hat is one of 
my most treasured possessions: I acquired it at the Rugby World Cup in 
2015 – my first experience of an actual proper international rugby match, 
and an epic evening out involving several train journeys and a hair-raising 
cycle ride while being pursued at speed by police (a story which is worthy of 
a whole other Squeaker article all by itself…). I also caused many people 
much consternation and confusion as I spent most of the evening wearing a 
Romania hat and waving a French flag, and cheering my head off in support 
of no one in particular. BUT apart from all of this, the hat is surprisingly 
warm and comfortable, and my first thought upon discovering its absence 
was that my ears would later become unbearably cold. 
 Having finished with all the forms, the helpful attendant in the lost 
property office then mentioned the fact that the train might well still be on 
the platform, and why didn’t I go and have a look? So I raced back along 
the concourse, only to discover to my horror that what had a few minutes 
ago been a wonderfully un-busy platform 7 was now completely packed with 
the entire population of London, all seemingly trying to escape to Cam-
bridge. I waited a few seconds until the ticket inspector was looking the 
other way, and then ducked under his outstretched arm and legged it down 
the platform. They say fear gives you wings (or is it Red Bull?), but at that 
point in my life it was solely the fervent feeling of I want my hat back! that 
enabled me to will my way through the crowds of people, to the train. Ex-
cept that my plan to leap aboard and fly down the corridors hunting for the 
seat I had just vacated was thwarted by the fact that the train was now full 
of people, to the point where there was no space to move, let alone stride 
determinedly through the carriages. So I leapt back off the train, the 
thought having also occurred to me that it would be just my luck that at that 
point the train would start its journey back to Cambridge (this is the un-
optimistic bit…) with me on it (potentially with hat, admittedly, but without 
suitcase and associated paraphernalia, certainly). 
 I frantically racked my brains to try to conjure up another solution, 
and then realised that if I couldn’t remember which carriage I’d been sitting 
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in, I could at least remember which advertisement I had been positioned op-
posite for the entire journey. I prowled (at speed) the length of the train and 
eventually came upon what I was sure had been my carriage. Filled with de-
termined hope I bounded back onto the train and yelled inside to ask if any-
one had seen my hat. To my great delight it was hurled through the air to-
wards me, and after declaring my undying love and gratitude to the gentle-
man whence it came, I beat a hasty retreat and rammed my beloved head-
gear once more onto my cranium, vowing never again to remove it. Feeling 
exhausted but elated, my troubles weren’t quite over, as I somehow had to 
make it back past the ticket barriers without being stopped, but as I was now 
heavily disguised this proved not to be a problem, and minutes later I was 
back in the café (still wearing my hat), gratefully sipping the fresh hot choco-
late the kindly and somewhat bemused staff had made me, and preparing to 
tuck into a hearty meal of baked beans (Heinz, of course) on toast. 
 

Louisa Denby 27th May 2018, with apologies to Jon Klassen 
 

 

Patricia Beatrice (Di) Hickman  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 It is with great sadness that we have to report the death of Di Hickman 
of 3Barrow Hill Cottages, Ramsdean. Di was one of the very few remaining 
really long-term residents of the parish. Her husband Eric, and one other be-
ing now the only remaining ‘long-termers’. 
 Di and her family were evacuated during the war from Portsmouth to 
Stroud after a direct hit on their accommodation. She and Eric met when she 
was about 11 and they subsequently wed and were married for very nearly 
64 years. From Stroud, the family moved to Ramsdean and there they re-
mained. Di and Eric had a large family of children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, all of whom to which she was devoted. She was a good cook 
and loved her garden and her many attributes were highlighted at her fu-
neral. 
  We send our condolences to Eric and the family. 

29th February 

1935 
to 

27th February 
2018 
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More Anniversaries 

 

1,975th 
 43 AD - Emperor Claudius dispatched General Aulus Plautius to 
 conquer Britain, (Island had been attacked by Julius Caesar in 
 55BC)  Romans landed during summer at Richborough in Kent  
275th 
 27 June 1743 - Battle of Dettingen 
 Last time a British Monarch (George II) led his troops into battle 
200th 
 1818 -  1st successful human Blood transfusion 
 Dr James Blundell gave blood from a husband to wife for post part
 um haemorrhage 
 5th May 1818 - Birth of Karl Marx in Trier in Germany 
 30th July 1818 - Birth of Emily Bronte in Thornton, Yorkshire 
175th 
 19th July 1843 - Launch of Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s SS Great 
 Britain 
150th 
 2nd June 1868 - 1st Trades Union Congress (TUC) in Manchester 
100th 
 3rd June 1918 - Abolition of the Penny Post by General Post Of-
fice 
 Rate had existed since 1840.  New rate 1½d. (Less than 1p) 
70th 
 5th  July 1948 - Birth of National Health Service 
 First time hospitals, doctors, nurses, pharmacists, opticians and 
 dentists brought together under one umbrella to provide services 
 free for all at the point of delivery. Financed entirely by taxation. 
 ‘Biggest single experimentation in social services the world has 
 ever seen undertaken’.  Aneurin Bevan 
  

Quiz answers 
1. Vitamin C  2. Sea sickness  3. Bones in the Middle Ear  4. Indigestion  
5. Iris  6. Christian Barnard (1967)  7. Lactic  8. Femur (Thigh bone)   
9. Heroin  10. Eyes (Cross-eyes)  11. Ankle  12. Smell  13.  Pancreas     
14. A nose bleed  15. 24  16.  Rubella  17. Vertigo 
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Lego Serious Play 

 Curates like me, attend a lot of Diocesan training.  Last night’s 

involved an hour and a half playing with Lego! 

 It was fun, it’s years since I’ve sat at a table with a huge pile of 

bricks, and just played. Playfully, creatively and tentatively at first, we 

built models. 

 Our first challenge was to build the tallest, most beautiful tower 

we could in two minutes.  I got so absorbed in the task that suddenly 

the time had gone and I hadn’t even stopped to look to see what the 

others were building.  Mine wasn’t the tallest - I think I’d concentrated 

on its beauty - but it was my tower, unique. 

 The next challenge was to build a model with only six small 

Lego bricks.  Our trainer asked us to use these models to illustrate 

some words he was going to show us.  It took an extreme stretch of 

the imagination to express words like Bread, Trust and Dreams with 

coloured plastic bricks.  But, somehow, the ideas started flowing. 

 The last task was to build a model of our own curacy journey, 

including what we think the next steps on that path might be, all in 

just ten minutes,   

 Why am I telling you about that playful, fun evening? 

 Lego Serious Play has been developed to help businesses work 

better.  It is a serious tool used in the development of companies. 

 Plato - the famous Greek philosopher - said, “You can learn 

more about a person in an hour of play than you can from a lifetime 

of conversation” 

 We gave our Lego models meaning through the stories we 

made up about them.  We reflected, and imagined and made believe:  

and that deepened our understanding and helped us think more 

clearly.  Better still, playing together bound us together as a group.  
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 Instead of aiming question at each other, we asked the mod-

els, which was much less threatening.  We could respond openly and 

honestly through our models.  And it helped us to really listen to 

what each other were saying, and to see things through each other’s 

eyes. 

 In Jesus’ encounters with people, he took the time and trouble 

to see the world through their eyes.  That meant that he could un-

derstand and respond to their needs.  But in today’s culture we often 

seem to be too busy and too disconnected to stop and see the needs 

of others. 

 This playful Lego technique seems to be an excellent way of 

working together for a common purpose, and a way of getting to 

know our friends and colleagues better.  That has got to be the se-

cret of achieving more together.  So keep hold of those Lego bricks.  

Perhaps we could have a community session? 

        Katy Garner 
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Special  events & services 
Sunday 3rd June - Ghana Sunday 
 10.30am  East Meon 
 No 9.00am service at Langrish 
          A celebration of both our links with Ghana  
 
Sunday 24th June 
 5.30pm - Sung Evensong at East Meon 
  With Winchester Cathedral Chamber Choir 
 
Sunday 15th July 
 6 00pm Songs for a Summer Evening at Langrish                            
  A WW1 themed event of songs, readings and other attractions!                   
  WW1 food provided by Langrish & Ramsdean Friends 
 
Sunday 29th July 
 10.3am Joint Eucharist  
  for Langrish, East Meon, West Meon and Warnford                                    
     at Warnford 
                                                                                                                    
 Please read Pew leaflets and other notices for further details 

 
 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

From the Registers 
 Baptisms 

  7th May - Luca Arthur Ronnie FOURIE  
 Funerals 

  15th March - Patricia Beatrice HICKMAN 

Church Notices 

 Sunday Services 
First Sunday of the month 
 9.00am  All-age Worship 
Other Sundays 
 9.00am  Parish Eucharist 
9.00am Each Wednesday Morning 
 On the first Wednesday of each month this will be a Said Eucharist. 
This service will last about 25mins. 
 Other Wednesdays will be Morning Prayer, again lasting about 25 

minutes. These are quiet, reflective services to begin the day and anyone is 

very welcome to join us. 
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Come and join the fun of  
Messy Church 

 Church Room, East Meon, GU32 1NL 
Thursday 5th July 

After school 3.45ish-5.30pm 
All families welcome 

 
 
Rev’d Jane  
 
 The Rev’d Jane will be back on duty from her period of Extended Minis-

terial Development Leave on Tuesday 10th July.  She has already been to 
Edinburgh and Washington DC and is currently in Quebec before going back 

to New York and then returning home.  We look forward to hearing all about 
her journey. 

 

 

Congratulations 

 To Rev’d Jane and Jonathan Ball on the arrival of their grandson  

Frederick Thomas Ball on 20th March 2018  

 

Best Wishes 

 To all those who have just done, are doing or are about to do 
exams, whether they are just school exams or they are important ex-
ams to get into College, your University of choice or Finals and your 
career (and your pride) depend on your grade, all the very best.  Don’t 
get too despondent if you do not get exactly what you want, life 
moves on, often for the best. 
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An Emotional moment  

 I expect some of you who are reading this have either a real or imagi-
nary ' bucket list ' : things that you want to see, do or experience before ' one 
shuffles off one's mortal coil '! As somebody of a certain age and means, this 
is now proving for me, a realistic possibility and the ' ticks' are mounting. 
 With the premise that the greatest innovation in the history of human-
kind was neither the stone tools or the steel sword but the invention of sym-
bolic expressions by the first artists, I was not going to miss out on a chance 
to see early Homo sapiens expressing his artistic endeavours. He had started 
doing that at least 75,000 years ago and is still definitely caring ...something I 
was humbly involved in ,as an art tutor ,for most of my life. 
 So, in April this year, I had booked a week's holiday in France to see 
some of the images of Cave Art at various sites in the Dordogne, including 
the facsimile at Lascaux (the original cave is now closed to the public, owing 
to induced deterioration). I had participated with the Tour Company before 
and knew that I would be well looked after, with everything provided: trans-
port, good accommodation, all food and wine, entrance fees and the com-
pany of a small group of like minded travellers led by a knowledgeable aca-
demic don and tour manager. 
 The weather was perfect and I'd forgotten how rural and beautiful 
France can be with remote, characterful villages festooned with wisteria and 
lilac trees ; the odd glimpse of imposing chateaux amongst lush green fields 
and wooded hillsides. We stayed at Les Eyzies a small market town with a 
wide meandering river with imposing towering limestone cliffs, where one 
could see remains of medieval troglodyte dwelling, put on top of where Pa-
laeolithic man had also made his home.  
 Let me explain that the period of artistic images we saw were made by 
Palaeolithic Homo sapiens some 40-15,000 years ago which happened to 
overlap with the much maligned Neanderthal man for a while. (He too made 
good tools, clothes, small simple images, had the odd ceremonial burial and 
loved shell adornments) 
 Scientific evidence proves that Palaeolithic Homo sapiens were physi-
cally like us but taller and had a 20% larger brain capacity: were technically 
extremely skilled in making tools from stone, flint and antlers including bone 
needles: scraped and tanned skins and made lots of shell jewellery adorn-
ments. They lived a semi nomadic lifestyle in a world completely opposite to 
ours (where now, man dominates and the natural world is struggling to keep 
what status quo it has ...) 
 European Palaeolithic man survived for many thousands of years in har-
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mony with his surroundings, seeing several periods of small ice ages come 
and go, with warming periods only a little cooler than our own producing 
trees and flora similar to what we see today to colder climates which pro-
duced steppe like landscape with odd scrub and pine. He would have been 
familiar with herds of mammoth, bison, aurochs (wild cattle) deer, ibex and 
plenty of wild horses (pony size) woolly rhinoceros, lions and cave bears. We 
saw in some caves their deep scratch marks 10 foot high and fascinating 
deep floor scrapes where they had hibernated and given birth to their young. 
 Their lifestyle was reminiscent of some of the Laplanders of today ,as 
they seem to exclusively live off reindeer and use all their parts for meat, 
clothes and tools, following the migrating herds, living in hide dwellings in 
rock overhangs, making fires and simple animal fat lamps (not unlike Roman 
ones) in family groups of 25-30. It has been calculated that the hunters need 
only to spend about 4 hours a day hunting with time left to make and mend 
and then to make art! Using various ochre, red and black pigments dug from 
the ground and sometimes stored in convenient clam shells, they would de-
cide to descend into the deep depths of the odd cave, suffering the often nar-
row and difficult openings and pits to find a 'suitable ' place to decorate. 
These sites, archaeologists agree would be sometimes visited again over a 
lifetime or over several hundreds of years later to engrave or paint other ani-
mal images sometimes on top of the previous ones. Intriguingly, there are 
also many abstract repeat symbols dotted about or added on ‘graffiti’? Early 
writing or name tags? We have no idea or WHY! Since the 19th Century, ar-
chaeologists have been discovering plenty of portable art, incised decorations 
and images on tools, stones rock and bone etc just for the sake of it. But they 
also managed to make huge, powerful rock relief friezes of animals and some 
naked and obviously pregnant women, using very sharp tools indeed....not 
that far away from the sophisticated Roman carved horse friezes. 
 My 'road to Damascus' was a trip to a cave that had a little railway to 
reach the innermost narrow depths, almost a kilometre deep, specially 
opened early for our group. On the way we stopped to view various images 
and then a drawing of a frieze of five mammoths....just their heads, backs 
and trunks in a line behind each other. I saw immediately what the artist was 
trying to convey...I saw them moving as they strode along with great purpose 
across the plain. This made me feel quite emotional and by the time we got 
out to view the ceiling of the smallish, circular end cave, I couldn't believe the 
sensation of feelings seeing the movements of horses, bison etc swirling 
around just above my head. Some were realistically drawn and another group 
together seemed simple and childlike...made more incredible by the fact that 
the ground level for the artists was only about 3 or 4 feet above their heads! 
 The ground for visitors had a five foot deep channel cut in it for view-
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ing. This meant they had had to crawl in to make their wonderful images....! 
I had started to cry by then and my thoughts put into words were over and 
over, "They just came in and did it...." I could 'see 'this group ...of various 
ages and abilities....just crawling in and ' having ' to paint.... 
 On my return to the cave entrance still sniffly and embarrassed, I went 
to speak to Paul, our guide, for reassurance and he gave it by saying quietly 
that he'd seen it happen before....mostly to artists ! 
 Only once more did I experience a powerful feeling happening again. 
While being shown round a small but beautiful stalactite and stalagmite cave, 
with soft lighting we came to a few simple drawings, some unfinished, of 
ibix. The ancient artist had wanted the viewer to see a particular ibix in pro-
file between the two parallel stalactite pillars nearby, as he had daubed them 
with red ochre to mark them. 
 When it was my turn to view ....not only was the image seen to perfec-
tion but the feeling of peace and tranquillity was overwhelming. I spoke to 
the French lady guide who also said how she was always struck by the feel-
ing of peace when she took round a group. 
 This is not the Jan I know as me.....My feet are firmly and pragmati-
cally on the ground. This holiday was an intellectual exercise and yes, I have 
been to many art exhibitions and seen many powerful and exquisite images 
to leave a lasting impression...but not quite like this. 
 On reflection I'm now coming to term with my holiday experience and 
link it somewhat with all the people who have come to my art classes over 
the years and said they have always felt they wanted to learn to draw and 
paint and not being able to because of life circumstances until at last they 
had time to do so. This must be the connection with the need to make im-
ages that early man ' needed to do 'as part of his genes that separated him 
from his ape ancestors. 
 " They just came in and did it...."      
          Jan Mallett 
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FRIENDS 

 At our first meeting of 2018, on 8th March, John Pett  gave us an inter-
esting, but rather controversial talk on the subject of climate change. Continu-
ing the scientific theme, on 12th April Peter Ball gave us a fascinating and 
thought provoking talk “Medicine or Magic?” on recent  biomedical devel-
opments and their implications for healthcare in the future. 
 The Village Walk took place on  21st April. 17 of us walked from The 
Close up Cellar Lane, through Rookham Copse and back down Sir Williams Hill. 
The bluebells were beautiful, the weather was reasonably kind. It didn’t rain 
while we were walking and the rain held off long enough  to have on afternoon 
tea  on the patio. We were joined for tea by four non walkers who had kindly 
put the kettles on and had everything ready for our return. We were absolutely 
delighted that Dosh Stoneman also joined us for tea. 
 Numbers attending meetings, talks and other events arranged by The 
Friends over the past 18 months or so have been disappointing. Rosemary 
Hopewell, our Chairman, suggested a survey should be conducted in order that 
informed decisions regarding the future of The Friends could be made. This was 
agreed by the committee, a questionnaire was circulated to residents of Lan-
grish and Ramsdean via email and the responses analysed. 
 In addition to the planned meetings for 2017/2018 an additional meeting, 
our AGM was held on the 10th May.  In as well as normal business, it gave 
time to give feedback on the results of the survey carried out in April and to 
allow time for discussion. 
 The survey responses have assured us that Langrish and Ramsdean 
Friends should continue.  With some new committee members and lots of 
ideas from those who kindly completed the questionnaire we look forward to the 
organisation gaining new impetus and taking on a renewed lease of life with 
some different events and activities that we hope will have a wider appeal.                                 
 Doris Rattray the Treasurer for 21 years has decided to step down 
and has resigned from the committee. She was thanked by the chairman for her 
years of hard work in arranging the meals and reminding members of the meet-
ings. She will be sorely missed.  She was presented with a gift and flowers.                                                                                                       
Future Events                                                                                                                      
Saturday 15th July - Songs for Summer at Langrish Church.                    
A WW1 Light entertainment at which ‘The Friends’ will provide appropriate food.                                                                                                                     
Sunday 26th August  - The Annual Village lunch                                                                                                          
 To be held at The Old Hopkiln at 12.30pm by kind invitation of 
Marjorie Day.                                                                                                          
 Please put these dates in your diaries. Further details will be circulated by 
email and fliers nearer the time.                                                                                                

          Betty Wesley 
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Quiz - Medical 

 
1. Which vitamin deficiency causes scurvy? 
2. If you have ‘mal de mer’, what are you suffering from? 
3. What and where are the ‘stapes’? 
4. Dyspepsia is the medical name for which complaint? 
5. In the eye, what is the coloured area around the pupil called? 
6. Who performed the 1st successful heart transplant? 
7. What acid is produced in the muscles? 
8. Which is the longest bone in the body? 
9. In 1898, Bayer marketed the drug diacetylmorphine as a cough 

suppressant, under what trade name? 
10. The condition ‘strabismus’ affects which part of the body? 
11. Where in the body would you find the ‘talus’ bone? 
12. Anosmia is the loss of which sense? 
13. In which glandular organ is insulin produced? 
14. What would you be suffering from if you had an epistaxis? 
15. How many ribs does the human body have? 
16. What is the medical name for ‘German Measles’? 
17. Which Alfred Hitchcock film is named after a sense of whirling & 

loss of balance? 
        Answers Page 17  

 

Useful telephone Numbers 

 
 Police 101 (non 999 emergencies) or 01962 841534 
 
Community Support Officer—PCSO 11357 Tricia Gibbs 

Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
Mobile—07554 775 521 

East Meon Care Group 
 To request transport—call 0705 017 7505 
 To offer to be a driver—contact Libby Swayne 823560 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau   
 www.adviceguide.org.uk                                                    
 Tel - 03444 111306 (landline)  0300 3300650 (mobiles)                  
 Petersfield appointments 710281 
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The rosemary foundation 

 As The Rosemary Foundation looks back over its first 21 years, it is 
worth reflecting that, in the last year alone we:                                                      

 - Saw a 10% annual increase in new patient assessments and took 
on 213 new patients. The average length of care given to a patient was 
50 days.                                                                                                                  
 · Made 5,030 individual visits to patients (averaging 14 a day) 

 · Spent 6,260 hours with patients or family (averaging 17 hours 
each day)                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                   
 · Drove 55,843 miles to get to and from patients (that’s twice 
around the world!) 

 · Achieved all this without any statutory funding. 

 However, the most important statistic for us is that The Rosemary 
Foundation helped 75% of patients realise their chosen place of care. 

 We hope you will be able to spare time to join us in East Meon Vil-
lage Hall on the 23rd to recognise the work we undertake in our commu-
nities.           
                   Jeremy Mitchell 
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Village Calendar 

 
JUNE 
3rd  Ghana Sunday 
  10.30am - East Meon Church 
 
24th  Sung Evensong  
  5.30pm - at East Meon  
  Winchester Cathedral Chamber Choir 

 
 
JULY 
5th  Messy Church 
  3.45-5.30pm - Church Room, East Meon 
 
9th  Parish Council Meeting 
  7.30pm - Langrish House 
 
15th  Songs for a Summer Evening 
  6.00pm - Langrish Church 
 
31st   Cluster Service 
  10.30am - Warnford 
 
 
AUGUST 
26th  Annual Village (Ploughman’s) Lunch 
  12.30pm - Old Hopkiln, Langrish 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
19th  Parish Council Meeting 
  7.30pm - Langrish House 
  

Village Clean-up (very necessary!) -  date to be announced.                                                                                
Please watch out for flyers and the Website 

   
    

Unscheduled events in the interim will be posted on the Website  
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Bus Timetable  

(as of February 2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

No Sunday or Public Holiday service 
A - Only to Alresford 
s - School days only 
ns - Non schooldays only 
 

Future Event 

 
 Sunday 5th August, 3pm 

 Vox Cantab are giving a concert at  
 St Andrew's Church, Hurstbourne Priors, near Winchester  

 
      Further details on their website -www.voxcantab.net/2018  

  
 
 

From Petersfield 
Station 

Langrish to Win-
chester 

Langrish to Pe-
tersfield 

Weekdays Saturdays Weekdays Saturdays Weekdays Saturdays 

07.01 07.32 07.08 07.39 07.59 s  10.02 

07.21 A & s 10.32 07.28 A & s 10.39 08.02 ns 13.02 

08.32 13.32 08.39 13.39 10.02 16.02 

10.32 16.32 10.39 16.39 12.02 18.52 

14.32 ns  14.39 ns  1402  

14.37 A & s  14.44 A & s  1602  

15.32  s  15.39 s  17.52 ns  

16.32  16.39  17.57 s                                                                                          

18.21 A  18.29 A  18.52  
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Who’s Who 

 
Parish Council  
Mrs Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman & Tree Warden )      261354 
           e-mail r.radleysmith@gmail.com 
Mr Gary Hodgson (Vice Chairman, Roads & Footpaths)  267146    
Mrs Alison Meggeson                      264470 
Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby            266941 
Mr Ian Wesley (IT & Planning)                   231081  
                   e-mail ian.c.wesley@gmail.com 
Mrs Debbie Luff                                                                 823550 
 
Mrs Helen Marsh  (Clerk)                            823352 
    e-mail helenmarsh141@btinternet.com  
 
County & District Councillor 
Cllr Rob Mocatta 
  e-mail robert.mocatta@easthants.gov.uk  
 
 
Parochial Church Council  
Vicar   
Rev.d Jane Ball                                   823221 

  e-mail revjaneball@gmail.com 
Curate 
Rev’d Katy Garner            829995 
  e-mail revdrkatygarner@gmail.com  
Churchwardens 
Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby           263374 

  e-mail ntp@gva.co.uk 
Mrs Rosemary Hopewell           261354 
  e-mail  r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

 
Mrs Charlotte Denby  
Mr Jon Allen (Hon. Treasurer) 
Cdre David Mowlam (Electoral Roll Officer) 
Mrs Susan Ricketts (Deanery Synod Rep) 
Mrs Joy Sang (Deanery Synod Rep) 
Mrs Julie Blackwell  
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Langrish and Ramsdean Friends 
Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman)      261354 
   e-mail  r.radleysmith@gmail.com 
Julie Blackwell                            263972       
Sylvia Deadman (Hon.Sec)                            265354 
 e-mail  sdeadman@toucansurf.com 
Roger Deadman          265354 
Jan Mallett             261201 
Betty Wesley                                  231081 
Further members to be co-opted 
 
 
 
Squeaker Committee 
                          
Mrs R Hopewell                                         261354 
   e-mail  rch.langrish@gmail.com 
Mrs Sylvia Deadman           265354 
Mrs Doris Rattray                           823419 
Mr Ian Wesley                  231081 

 
 
 
Langrish Primary School Governors       263883 
Mr James Greenwood - Co-opted Governor & Chair  
Ms Julie Gray - Parent Governor & Vice Chair  
Mrs Lade Barker - Co-opted Governor 
Miss Jenny Flack - Staff Governor 
Mr Ray Dudman - Parent Governor  
Mr Paul Savage - Co-opted Governor 
Mr Phil Shaw - Co-opted Governor 
Vacancy - Co-opted Governor 
Vacancy - Parent Governor 
Vacancy - LEA Governor 
Mrs Sarah Wright - Head Teacher 
 
Mrs Mary Downes- -Clerk to Governing Body 
Mr Gareth Baynham Hughes - Associate Member 
Mr Alan Burgess - Associate Member 
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Do you have a busy schedule? Unable to leave the 
house?  

Do you suffer from aches and pains?  
Why not see if Osteopathy can help? 

I will travel to you!  
 

Home visits in the Froxfield, Langrish and Privett areas  

Tuesday-Wednesday 10am-7.30pm 
 

Contact me to book an appointment or for further 

information: 
Emily Moss 

07504104981 
emilymoss@mossteopathy.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

PA / SECRETARIAL / BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION SERVICE 

 PA services 

 Typing and transcription 

 Web design and maintenance 

 Diary management 

 Marketing 

 General secretarial support 

 

Scribus offers a completely flexible approach to office 

administration. Whether you require a complete office 

management service or a one-off project, we can help. 

 

CONTACT SOPHIE RICHARDSON TODAY ON 01730 858324 OR 

07986 422621 

 

www.scribus.co.uk 
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    Rattray Tree Services 

 
    Thomas Rattray 

 
      Telephone 01730858943  

 or  07595401427 
                         
                          rattraytom@yahoo.co.uk 
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. Bespoke picture framing service. 
 All types of work undertaken, such as:   
watercolours, oils, pastels, charcoals,   
photos, embroidery, tapestry, etc. etc. 

 3-D art (such as medals, indentures,  
  even a cricket bat!) are our speciality  
 Picture restoration service. 
 Over 750 moulding samples. 
 Over 400 mount board samples. 
 25 years experience. 

 Collection and Delivery service avail-
able in the Langrish and Ramsdean 
area. 

 Guild Commended Framer. 
 All picture framing carried out  at our  
  workshop in Petersfield 
 
 

 Tel. 01730 269926. 

  www.petersfieldframing.co.uk 

Petersfield 
Framing  

Studios 
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Bricklaying and Building 

Contractor 

 

Geoff D. Cook 
From Home Extensions to Garden Walls 

Free Estimates 

Horndean 02392 595054 
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 Furniture 

 Bespoke Joinery 

 Courses 

 Sculptural Turning 

 Letter Carving 

 Consultation 

 Showroom 

 Commission 

 Handmade 

 Gifts 

 Tactile 

 Fluid 

 

COLIN NORGATE WORKSHOP 

 
Designer Maker in Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Workshop/Showroom open by appointment 

 
 

Contact: Colin–Colin Norgate Workshop 

The Barn, Manor Farm, Langrish, 

Petersfield GU32 1RG 

 
www.colinnorgate.co.uk 

enquiries@colinnorgate.co.uk 

 

Tel: 07796561260 
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Monthly evening meetings at East Meon Village Hall on 1st Mon-

day of the month from October to March, 7.15p.m. for a 7.30 

start. Outings and visits to local gardens and practical workshops 

organised during the summer months.  

Membership £5.00 per year. Something for all gardeners.  
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Sleepless Nights, Aching Muscles &                                                  
Stress  

are just some of the many things that can be helped by 
 

  REFLEXOLOGY  

 
Please contact Debbie Luff for further information and 
to book your first session on 
 
                  01730 823550  

 
    British Red Cross 
 

Various equipment is available for hire for the disabled, or those in 
need of equipment whilst having care in the home: Wheelchairs, 
bed tables, commodes and many more items are available 
from :The British Red Cross, The Health Centre, Dryden Close,  
Waterlooville, PO8 8JX 
Tel: 02392238108 
Open: Mon—Fri 10.00 to 12.00 am and 2pm-4pm 
Please ring before to find out more should you need any equip-
ment. 

 

NADFAS 

 
Alton Decorative and Fine Arts Society meets on 

the second Tuesday of each month at Alton 6th 
Form College at 7.15 for an 8pm lecture. Anyone 

Tel.:01420 23125 or 01420 83945 
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