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 Editorial 

 Yet another New Year, so I believe it is time to take stock of where we 

are with ‘The Squeaker’. As most of you know it was started by Evelyn Hickox 
in 1980. In the first few years it came out irregularly, but for over 35 years it 

has been published every three months. This edition is 142nd. 

 Its great advantages are that it has always been delivered to everyone 

in Langrish and Ramsdean  (and further afield) by a dedicated band, mostly of 

ladies; and it is free of charge 
 Throughout its entire history it has effectively had only two editors, Eve-

lyn Hickox and the Hopewell family. Both lots of editors felt that it was very 
important that it was a Village and not primarily a Church Magazine, although 

it has always had quite a lot of Church news and pieces in it.  After all the 
Church and its use has always been a subject of quite a lot of discussion 

amongst us. 

  Does it need a change, or are you happy for it to carry on more or less 
as it is, but with improvements and new ‘ingredients’?                                     

 If so what would you like? Different minds? Letters to the editor? Book 
reviews? More contributions from different people around the villages? Any 

suggestions would be gladly received. What we all would like would be for 

‘The Squeaker’  to be published in colour and not just black and white. You 
can of course see a coloured version of each edition on the website  at 

www.squeaker.org.uk  and the pictures look much better!  The present state 
of technology with colour printers  makes it far too expensive to use them and 

we could not possibly continue with it free of charge. Currently we are grateful 

to the Vicar for allowing us to use to  the printer at East Meon Vicarage at a 
nominal charge   One suggestion has been that ‘The Squeaker’  should only be 

published online, but not all of us have computers and some of us, myself in-
cluded, like reading an actual booklet! 

 So please let the Editor and the Squeaker committee know your 
thoughts. We need your help.  Please respond. 

      Rosemary Hopewell  - Editor        
        February 20178 
 
Our thanks to the following contributors:- 
Articles and Suggestions 
 Ron Jamieson, Jon Allen, Jane Ball, Louisa Denby, Katy Garner, 
Robina & Nigel Talbot- Ponsonby, Jeremy Mitchell, Betty and Ian 
Wesley 
Pictures 
 Katy Garner, Chris Siddons, the Editor, the Internet  
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Parish and Community news                           

The Parish Council (PC) met on 8th January                                                
There was one member of the Public present 

Traffic on the East Meon Road                             
 A second 2nd permanent SLR for the C28  has now been delivered.  
This will rotate between its current position outside Langrish House and 
one near the bad bend by Cromwell House. The other SLR will, as before, 
be moved regularly from near the Church and Langrish Hill 
Bus shelters 
 As part of improvements to the Village, it was decided to look into re-
furbishing or replacing the two bus shelters.  After inspection, it is apparent 
that the one outside Langrish House cannot be repaired and will have to 
be replaced.  The shelter on Langrish Green can be repaired.  Currently 
costing for these works is being obtained and hopefully we shall be able to 
get a grant to carry them out. 
Purchase of a defibrillator  
 The defibrillator has now been installed on the wall of the Rosemary 
Foundation HQ building, which is at the western end (nearest Lan-
grish House) of the ARRK complex. To access it, as it is in a watertight 
box, you will need to dial in 4321√.  You will then be able to open the box. 
(It is a little stiff).  Instructions are with the defibrillator.  Once again,  
we are all extremely grateful to Roger Deadman for his generous do-
nation. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 The next Parish Council meetings is on Monday 12th March at 
7.30pm at Langrish House. All are welcome 
 Date for your diary.  The Annual Parish Assembly will be held on 
Monday 14th May, 7.30pm at Langrish House.                                                                                    
 Our speaker will be Laura Deane who is the SDNP Ranger for this 
area and she will talk about various local rural projects. 
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Resuscitation etc 

 Early in January, about 30 of us attended a very informative training ses-
sion given by Karen Murrell at Langrish House on how to carry out cardiopul-

monary resuscitation (CPR) and use our new defibrillator. She stressed that 
most of ‘our patients’ would be adults with a heart problem. She outlined the 

four steps, DRAB outlined on this illustration which should be carried out first. 

These should be carried out quickly so that CPR, which is what will save the pa-
tient’s life, can begin. 

D = Danger. Check that that the casualty, any 
bystanders and you are safe. No live electricity 

wires; no branches or trees that could fall; no 

unstable machinery such as overturned tractors 
and that you are safe from traffic 

R = Response. Shake the patient and ask 
loudly ’are you all right’. If there is no response 

call for help 
A = Airways. In unconscious patients on their 

back, the tongue often falls back blocking the 

airways. With one hand on the forehead, tilt the 
head back and with two fingers of the other 

hand lift the chin up. This will open up the air-
way by bringing the base of the tongue forward . 

Do not do this in a child because the shape of 

their airway is different from an adult’s and lifting 
the chin could do more harm than good. 

B = Breathing. Check the patient’s breathing. 
Is the chest moving regularly? Can you hear 

breathing? Leaning over, can you feel breathe on your cheek? If you are sure 

that they are breathing normally, they do not need CPR. So having checked that 
no major bones are broken, roll them onto their side into the so-called 

‘recovery’ position with one arm under the head and the head tilted back, the 
other arm (upper) above the head at right angles. This keeps the airways open 

so that the patient does not choke on any vomit or bleeding. The upper leg is 
also bent at right angles. If you are unsure that the breathing is normal, 

and this is most often the case, you should proceed to CPR 

 These steps should take only a few seconds as it is imperative with an 
unresponsive patient who is not breathing normally, to start CPR as it is the 

only means of supplying blood and oxygen to the patient’s body and particularly 
to the brain which can be irrevocably damaged in about three minutes 

Calling for help 

 if you are in your own, you should shout to attract attention as soon as 
possible, but do not leave the patient. Either you or your helper should call the 
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ambulance service on 999 or 112. Both numbers will connect you to them. You 

should tell the operator the telephone number from which you are calling as this 
will enable them to locate you particularly if you are using a mobile phone; your 

location, using an address or preferably a postcode or a map reference if you 
know it; and a summary of the problem. But again this should not interfere with 

getting on with CPR 

CPR 

1. Place the heel of your hand on the breastbone at the centre of the person’s 

chest. Place your other hand on top of your first hand and interlock your fingers. 

2. Position yourself with your shoulders above your hands. 

3. Using your body weight (not just your arms), press straight down on their 

chest. 

4. Keeping your hands on their chest, release the compression and allow the 

chest to return to its original position.   

5. Repeat these compressions at a rate of 100 per minute until an ambulance 

arrives or you become exhausted. 

If you are exhausted, someone else should take over from you 

 It is not absolutely necessary to do mouth-to-mouth breathing - some peo-
ple do not like doing it.  If you do do it there should be 1 breath to 30 chest com-

pressions.  If your CPR is effective, the patient may start breathing on their own  
but DO NOT STOP CPR 

Defibrillator                                                                                                                               
 The defibrillator only comes into the equation during CPR. As well as calling 

for an ambulance, a helper should go and collect the defibrillator. Where to find it 

is on page 7 and the instructions how to use are with it. The electric shock from 
the defibrillator should put the patient’s heart back into normal rhythm. A word of 

warning, stand well back from patient while the shock is being administered or 
you will get an electric shock too!                                                                                

         Rosemary Hopewell 

 

 

Bordean House 

 

 Bordean House is another of our Grade 2 listed buildings. 
It was built early in the 17th century, with late 19th century changes, and a 
substantial early 20th century eastward extension. The walls are of squared 
malmstone with brick dressings (bold rusticated quoins, other flush quoins, 
rubbed flat arches with stone keys) and a brick plinth. The later features also 
have stone dressings. The house has a hipped slate roof with wood modillion 
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cornices. 
 The original H-block re-
tains its symmetrical north-east 
front, but with added and very 
ornamental features of the late 
19th century with classical de-
tails in Bath stone. The semi-
attic windows are coupled 
within stone frames, of pilas-

ters, cornice, and bell-shaped pediment. The 1st floor sashes are within 
original openings, the ground-floor window to each wing is a massive 
splayed bay of four sashes, with stone classical details below a balustrade. 
The centre has a (higher) attic window similar to those in the wings, and 
there is a classical framework of brick pilasters (rusticated to the ground-
floor) enclosing a stone framed three-sash 1st floor window above an Ionic 
doorcase. 
 The plain west end has a massive brick stack, the centre part having 
been rebuilt, with mullioned windows, in the early 20th century following the 
removal of a more-westerly unit). The generally symmetrical rear elevation 
is mostly comprised of late 19th century alterations, but the west side re-
tains an original Venetian window. 
 The main interior feature is the staircase, lit by the Venetian window, 
with iron rails and stone steps of traditional form, but other older details 
such as niches and a decorative plaster ceiling. 
Besides the much altered original block, there is a larger early 20th century 
east wing, which follows the simpler style of the original elevations 
 It was used during World War 2 as a rest centre for the Royal Navy and 

then sold in 1947 to the Oblates of the Assumption order of nuns. In 1975 it 
became a Sue Ryder Foundation hospice until 1997 when it stood empty for a 

time before eventually being developed and the house divided into three prop-
erties.  

 There were always ghost stories connected to the house:  

- A Cavalier, thought to be Sir Hercules Langrishe. His form complete 
with plumed hat and cloak is often accompanied by a rush of air. He 
has been seen on the ground floor and in the garden.  
- A pair of brothers had a duel in the chapel where there is said to be 
an indelible blood stain. They fought over a lady - who is thought to be 
the third apparition. She is the one most seen and is a lady in white 
who walks from the house and down the long driveway and looks as if 
she has been crying.                               
        Ian Wesley, February 2108 
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The ReTuRn of The ‘Thing’ 

 

 It’s quite a while since I have written a contribution to this erudite pub-
lication, and lots has happened. Life in College chapels has continued much 
as normal; by ‘normal’ I do of course mean not without the almost daily mis-
haps and hilarities that come with the territory. 
 At this time of year thoughts are inevitably turning toward Holy Week 
and Easter, with music lists to plan, choirs to gird into action, and priests to 
restrain from having ‘ideas’ about liturgy. Last year’s Easter Vigil will not 
leave the memory with ease. This is the most powerful and moving service of 
the year, and takes place very late at night, on Holy Saturday, complete with 
fire, and processions, and rather a lot of psalms. Having (almost) recovered 
from the loss of Jesus’ leg during the Good Friday Mass (the priests dropped 
the cross…), I had reached the point where nothing would have fazed me…
except a distinct smell of burning inside the chapel as the service reached its 
climax. As far as I was aware, the fire took place outside, at the beginning of 
proceedings, and had been extinguished well before everyone came back 
inside. Incidentally, while everyone was outside, yours truly had remained 
seated at the organ inside the chapel, with all the lights turned out, apart 
from the one over the organ console (I need to see a few of the notes on 
occasion). Unfortunately, all the flies in the world were at that precise mo-
ment looking for a light around which to huddle with great enthusiasm, and 
they found mine… 
 Through the vast cloud of manifold winged arthropods, however, I was 
able to discern a sort of mini wrestling match taking place between the Dean 
and his assistant, as they both fought for custody of the Gospel, causing a 
little old lady to vault out of her seat in order to avoid being clouted round 
the head in the ensuing chaos. I was quietly amused. 
 Another source of occasional diversion (and frustration, if I’m totally 
honest) in liturgical contexts has been the entirely autonomous decision of 
my computer to avail itself of its ‘autocorrect’ facility. When this state of af-
fairs is liberally applied to Latin service sheets (e.g. for Friday Vespers), one 
emerges with such delights as the ‘diabolical nostril,’ and several other errors 
which were slightly less funny (at least for the Emeritus Professor of Divinity). 
I myself was rather alarmed to receive a missive from a wedding couple stat-
ing that the Dean would ‘alter’ me if I was at all unsure about anything. 
(Needless to say I made jolly sure I wasn’t.) 
 Taking choirs out of liturgical contexts also has its moments. Last sum-
mer we ventured to Lithuania for a five-day tour involving a number of con-
certs, all in stunningly beautiful churches and cathedrals in the capital 
(Vilnius), and elsewhere across the country. The first thing we noticed of 



12 

 

 

great significance was – stairs are weird in Lithuania. Every single flight, with-
out exception, from hotels to restaurants to castles to cathedrals, had at least 
one step of a different height from the others, so much so that we very soon 
learned not to pound up them at a rate of knots. I am reliably told that castles 
in this country used deliberately to construct their staircases to this effect, in 
order that any invaders might trip up and subsequently be delayed in their 
pursuit of the natives, but it seems they have never got out of the habit in the 
Baltic states. 
 Clergy also seem to be just as vague abroad as they can be here 
(apologies to any priestly persons who might be reading this): on the third 
day we arrived at Vilnius Cathedral to sing a lunch-time concert, only to dis-
cover that the cathedral had absolutely no idea of our imminent arrival. When 
we eventually found a priest, he professed no knowledge whatsoever of Eng-
lish, and it was only after in desperation one of the sopranos said something 
in Polish (her own mother tongue; I think it may have been slightly rude) that 
his face lit up and a hurried conversation quickly came to pass. We sang our 
lunch-time concert, thanked the audience profusely for coming (a huge num-
ber of people suddenly appeared out of nowhere) and fled to the nearest res-

taurant, only to discover that most of what was on the menu seemed to in-
volve hedgehog in one form or another. Surely the spikes would get caught in 
one’s teeth? 
 Events on the final evening nearly resulted in half the choir being ar-
rested outside a bar at two o’clock in the morning: a different soprano had 
discovered earlier in the week, to her great joy, that confetti cannons are sig-
nificantly cheaper in Lithuania than they are in the UK, and so had purchased 
one with the intention of letting it off at an appropriate moment. Such a mo-
ment had not yet occurred, however, and so having become rather happy 
after sampling the local wine, she decided to detonate it anyway. By all ac-
counts it was rather loud. The police came, the choristers made off down the 
nearest alleyway (I was safely tucked up in bed by this time, of course) hav-
ing abandoned said confetti cannon, and proceeded to escape unscathed. I’m 
not sure how I would have explained that to the Chaplain had the police 
made the effort to pursue the perpetrators… 
 And so finally to the title of this epic ramblage: The Thing has returned 
to the roof of my parents’ house. Fortunately, come the Spring vacation I 
shall not be embroiled in revision for my finals as I was the last time this hap-
pened, and so I have no qualms about returning home for a short break after 
Easter. The Thing That Goes Bump In The Night also seems to be confined to 
the bit of the roof over my parents’ bedroom, rather than my own, and so my 
beauty sleep is unlikely to be disturbed. Sometimes things do work out to 
one’s advantage after all. 

       Louisa Denby  February 2018 
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Simnel Cake 

 Simnel cakes have been baked since at least mediaeval times. They are 
a light fruit cake with one or two layers of marzipan or almond paste, deco-
rated with 11 marzipan balls. They have traditionally been made for the middle 
(4th) Sunday of Lent, when the 40 day fast would be relaxed. This Sunday is 
sometimes known as ‘Laetare’ meaning  ‘rejoice’ after the opening of the Mass 
of that day and is traditionally a day of celebration within the austere period of 
Lent. Other names include Refreshment Sunday, Mid-Lent Sunday, ‘Sunday of 
the five Loaves’ from the traditional Bible reading for this Sunday and since the 
1700s, Mothering Sunday when it was traditional for girls in service to make 
one to take home to their Mothers on their day off.                                                                                              
 The meaning of the word ‘simnel’  is unclear, but there is a reference as 
early as 1226 to ‘bread made into a simnel’.  ‘Simila’ comes from Latin and 
means fine (wheaten) flour. Bread making regulations at that time would sug-
gest that the cakes were boiled and then baked.                                      
 Recently it has become the convention to decorate the cakes with 11 
marzipan balls which are said to represent the 12 Apostles minus Judas                                                                                                                  
 Recipes for the cake have not differed greatly over the ages but various 
towns such as Devizes, Shrewsbury and Bury had their own versions.                                                                                                                     
 Here are the ingredients used in a 1912 recipe in Mrs Beeton.                                                                                                                  
 1 lb caster sugar, ¾ lb butter, 1 lb eggs (weighed in their shells!), 1 lb  
flour, ¾ lb currents (cleaned), 4 oz peel (shredded). For the almond paste; 12 
oz caster sugar, 6 oz ground almonds, one large or 2 small eggs.                                                                                                                                                                                       
 Beat the ingredients for the cake together, put half the mixture into a 
lined cake tin, add a layer of the almond  paste and top it with a second layer 
of cake mixture.                                                                                                                
 This recipe advocates baking in a moderate oven for between one and 1 
¼ hours. At the time of this recipe, almond paste was not added to the top of 
this cake, so it was decorated with candied fruits and peel                                                                                                         
 Modern recipes use much the same ingredients and in similar propor-
tions. The 1 lb of eggs mentioned above equates to about four large eggs. It is  
customary nowadays to use self raising flour but this is not obligatory. A mix-
ture of sultanas and currants are usually used instead of the raisins. Most peo-
ple use pre-prepared marzipan but one can make one’s own. Modern baking 
instructions advocate baking in a slow oven (150°C) for up to 2 ½ hours.                                                                                                                                   
 After cooling the cake is topped with a second layer of marzipan deco-
rated with the 11 marzipan balls mentioned above. A blowtorch can be used to 
harden the top 
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On The Way 

 

Day 1 
On the 6th July 2014, 9 others and I set off after the parish communion to walk to 

the station in Bath, not unusual you might think? 
However we were setting off on the first stage of a pilgrimage, a pilgrimage along 

the Camino de Santiago – the ancient pilgrim route to Santiago de Compostela. 
 The first stage was to get to Paris and we had decided to go over land. 

The train arrived into Bath spa station on time and a very noisy bunch of pilgrims 

got on to a very busy train. We were a mixed group: Katy and James both 15 and 
very quiet, Tom 16 the son of one of the adults on the trip, Isobel 17 (never stops 

talking), Harriet my daughter 18, Ro at Oxford university and Heather 21 at South-
ampton university. They were accompanied by myself, Edward our rector at Bath 

Abbey and Louise, Tom’s mum. 

 I felt a sense of tension as we left, tension tinged with excitement, what was 
it going to be like? Louise and I were responsible for a group of young people and 

we were taking them into the unknown. 
We made it very successfully to London and travelled across to St Pancras to catch 

the Eurostar. All going well!! 
Then disaster, the train stopped at Ashford in Kent and we sat and waited and 

waited. Someone had been taken ill and so an ambulance was eventually called 

and the person taken to hospital, but we had been delayed by nearly 2 hours and 
so missed the connection for the TVR we had in Paris to get down to St John Pied 

de Port. 
 We arrived in Paris rather late and were given vouchers for a hotel to stay in 

over night and were told that we would be able to catch a train the next day. 

Imagine our amazement when we arrived at the hotel to find we had been put up 
in a 5 star hotel overlooking the Eiffel tower!! 

Day 2 
 After a very busy ride to St Jean we arrived and bought some food to cook 

from the local shop and walked up to our first auberge for the night. 

Day 3 
 I don’t know if any of you have watched the film ‘The Way’ but this first 

stretch of the pilgrimage was over the Pyrenees, it’s a climb of 1500 meters and 
this was our first experience of walking together as a group. It was really exciting: 

we all set off at 6.15am with that feeling of anticipation and a sense of “can we do 
this?”. We soon got into the swing of walking and discovered how we all operated. 

The walk was hard but it was great to be finally walking on the Camino after all 

the planning. 
 We arrived at Roncesvalles at about 2pm and we checked into the auberge, 

which is very modern and functional, rows of bunk beds to which you are just 
given the next available ones, but very welcome after that walk. We were off! 
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Day 4-10 

 We continued the Camino route to Logrono and then caught a train to Bil-
baowhere we took our flight home after 142 kms of walking. 

 One of the discussions we had together in the evenings was to go around 
the group in turn saying what we had been thankful for on that days walk.  We 

walked for 10 days so 10 x 10 is 100 thankful comments; Here are a few of them: 

  “Walking into the unknown” 
  “Walking together in companionable silence” 

  “Learning to cope with people’s odd ways” 
  “Not knowing what the day would bring” 

  “Walking with a bare minimum of items, such a release!” 
  “The enthusiasm of youth” 

  “The friendliness of the auberges” 

  “The helpful people en route” 
  “Hearing other peoples stories” 

  “Sharing Mass in a different language and in a different place  
  each night.” 

 As we walk our own journey of life, a journey through the ups and downs, 

the expected and unexpected, what things will you be thankful for as you travel? 
 

With love,  
  

Katy 
 



16 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 

 

Services for Lent 
 In   
addition to the 9.00am service in Langrish, there will be a service of Compline 

at 7.30pm in East Meon each Sunday during Lent. 

 
  

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES - LANGRISH 
25th March - Palm Sunday 
9.00am Procession and blessing of Palms                                              

starting on the Village Green 
7.30pm Stations of the Cross (West Meon) 

 

Compline with reflection during Holy Week at 7.30pm 
Monday 26th – East Meon ,  Tuesday 27th – Warnford ,                                                

Wednesday 28th – Langrish 

 
Maundy Thursday – 29th March  (East Meon) 

7.30pm Eucharist to celebrate the Last Supper, foot washing                       

and Watch  ending with 

 10pm - Compline 

 
Good Friday—30th March 

Walk from Langrish to Warnford 
9am Prayers - Langrish Church led by the Rev’d Jane Ball  

East Meon Church (Coffee & Hot Cross Buns)  
West Meon Church (Soup & rolls)  

Warnford Church (Tea & Cakes) and a final act of worship                         
‘Watch by the Cross ’ - 2.30 - 3.00pm 

 
Easter Day 1st April 
5.30am - East Meon 

Blessing of the Easter fire, Dawn liturgy 
followed by breakfast 

9.00am  Blessing of Pascal Candle, renewal of baptismal promises            

and Eucharist to celebrate the Resurrection 
 

 

From the Registers 
 Baptisms 

  21st January       Finley Charles Wesley   
  25th February     Teddy John Bailey                 

Church Notices 
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Other events and services of note 
Wednesday 3rd April 

 
Come and join the fun of  

Messy Church 
 Langrish House, GU32 1RN 

Thursday April 3rd 
3.00-5.00pm 

 
 

Sunday 29th April – Joint Service with East Meon, West Meon & Warnford   
 10.30am at Langrish.   
Tuesday 8th May - Rogation Service 
 7.00pm on Butser  
 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting  will take place during April  
  - date to be announced                              
 
 After Easter I shall be starting a period of Extended Ministerial Development 

Leave. This means I shall be away from the parish from the 8th April until 10th 
July. The Diocese offer EMDL to around 6 clergy per year and I am very grateful 

that I have been offered this opportunity. I will be using my time to visit churches 
in Edinburgh, New York, Quebec and Washington DC to see how they work and to 

see how they have changed and adapted to serve the needs of the communities 

where they are. Whilst I am away Rev’d Katy (with support from Rev’d Lionel) will 
take the main responsibility for worship and pastoral care. I am very grateful to 

her and to the churchwardens and PCC’s of Langrish and East Meon for their help 
and support in enabling me to be able to take this opportunity. 

         Rev’d Jane 
                           

A Happy occasion 

 On Saturday 7th April our youngest son, Alexander, will be marrying the 
lovely Laura Stratton, a London School Teacher.                                                           

 As a matter of good manners I wanted to let neighbours know through the 
medium of The Squeaker that there will be a private party, with music, in cele-

bration that evening 7th April at Langrish House . This is planned to end at 
2am.                                                                                                                      

 Robina and I do very much hope that no one will be disturbed 

         Nigel T-P 
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Langrish Weather 2017 

 

 In spite of what we all think about the weather last year, it was unex-
ceptional year for rainfall (annual rainfall was 32 inches compared to our 
average of 40 inches.) We did have an exceptionally wet July; after that the 
lack of sunshine and the absence of drying winds for the rest of the year 
meant that nothing dried out before the winter. So the water table remained 
high and we all think of 2017 as a wet year. 

It was another temperate year with no extremes: the lowest temperature in 
2017 was -5.8°C on 26th March; the highest temperature was 28.6°C on 
21st June. 

Which is our wettest month? 
 I have looked back over my records for the last 10 years to see which 
is our wettest month and the results are in the attached table. Overall the 
results aren’t too surprising but I didn’t expect March to be so dry. 

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

  

2016 

  

2017 

Rainfall 41 32 30 51 48 47 38 

  

 

33 

  

 

32 

Average 

expected 

rainfall 40 40 40 40 40 40 

  

40 

  

40 

  

40 
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         Ian Wesley 

Congratulations             

 We have two special birthdays to celebrate 

 Dosh Stoneman of Home Farm, Langrish celebrated her 95th 
birthday on 22nd February with a family lunch to honour it 

 Charles Sprinks of Yew Tree Farm House, Langrish will cele-
brate his 90th birthday on 27th April.  

Congratulations and best wishes to both of them   

 
This should have been in the previous edition - ediToR’s apologies! 

    Three different Langrish families had grandsons in 2017 

  Sue & ‘Rick’ Ricketts                                                                                                      
    Luca Arthur Ronnie Fourie 12/6/17                                                          
  Robina & Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby                                                                                             

    Alfred Fitzroy Talbot-Ponsonby 7/7/17                                                    
  Cheryl & Dave Walder                                                                                                           
    Louis John Maloney 24/9/17 

Ranking Month Average rainfall (ins) 

1 January 
5.2 

2 November 
4.7 

3 December 4.3 

4 October 3.9 

5 February 
3.3 

6 August 
3.2 

7 April 
2.8 

8 July 
2.7 

9 May 2.6 

10 June 
2.5 

11 September 
2.4 

12 March 
2.4 
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Prospero 

   

  Late one evening, half-way through October 1987 – the date 
can now be found in history books to the embarrassment of a certain 
television weather forecaster – an owl flew from a tangle of late au-
tumn branches and foliage, to settle on an branch. Had it been light, 
the owl would be seen to be unusually exposed, denying its nightly 
stealth when hunting.  
 The only light showing in the heavens was a bunch of stars – 
The Pleiades – the Seven Sisters, the owl’s stage spotlight.  
On settling, it started a long speech. No human would understand 
what the contents of its speech would mean, but all local winged and 
four-legged creatures would, for certain. Its oration was a startling 
change from what one would expect. Normally it would utter a woo-
woo or two and remain invisible. But there he was, for all nocturnal 
creatures to see, while his long speech took on cadences and modula-
tion one would believe to be Shakespearian.  
 I got out of bed and went to the bay window, and began to mull 
over plans for the following day. “Just listen to that owl!” I said to my-
self. Speaking to one’s self is a habit born of a wife soundly sleeping.  
 This owl had ruled the roost over the surrounding woods since 
our taking up residence a year before this evening. On scheduled 
nights he would let the local wildlife population know that he was 
about to be on his nocturnal business. Woe betide those who took no 
notice of him!  
  This night it was getting on for ten-thirty pm and he was 
holding forth as never before. He spoke long sentences and at least 
one paragraph. “Ah,” I said, “If only I knew owl-speak.”  
My wife, having woken, came to join me at the window. We listened 
to the owl’s delightful, if not eerie, oration as it took on cadences and 
modulation that one could only describe as poetic, as that of the Bard 
himself. 2 Standing in the window bay in darkness I peered through 
half-opened curtains hoping to place him in the beeches and perhaps 
see him in silhouette if the sky was pale, but alas, looking out I saw 
nothing. It was now pitch black in the south.  
 After many minutes he ceased his cadenza just as the star 
group Pleiades disappeared in black cloud. We were cast into one of 
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those rare country silences that is complete. This end of the Midhurst 
Valley between Stoner hill and the Harting Downs lay quieter than a 
sleeping church mouse. I thought it to be the silence that naturally fol-
lows high drama, but I did not realise it was a silence that was to beto-
ken a major meteorological event.  
 We all know what burst upon us for the next few hours – chaos, 
not known for centuries struck the south of England. Wind howled and 
roared as it reached over ninety miles-an-hour. Trees were torn from 
the soil. The noise was akin to an express train in a tunnel.  
The following morning I joined others on our hillside with chainsaws 
and axes. It took three days to clear a way through fallen trees to 
reach the lane, that was itself blocked.  
 All through those three days I heard not the slightest sound of a 
bird, nor did I see any.  
 When the report came over the battery wireless – electricity ca-
bles were down – that fifteen million trees in the south had been de-
stroyed, I began to speculate how many birds had been blown out to 
the North Sea never to return. My heart sank.  
 On the third night, joy of joys, I heard that same owl sound out 
with a rhetorical and unmistakable speech of welcome. I now feel cer-
tain that his long and remarkable oration before the heavens de-
scended was a warning to all creatures to get their heads down and to 
dig in somewhere safe and to wait for the opening speech of welcome 
for the next act.  
 After those three barren days, having seen the local natural world 
lying in tatters, I was overjoyed to see on the debris littered lawn, the 
same pair of magpies belligerently quartering their usual territory. The 
green woodpecker had returned to the strip of thin grass for a feast of 
insects; the jays 3 flew out of their sorry-looking azalea bush as though 
nothing had happened. A mature beech tree that was lying horizontally 
was peopled by the same grey squirrel family, though they appeared a 
little bewildered with the change of angle of their favourite branches. 
The robins were back in the holly bush. The blue tits and sparrows 
were in and out of what was left of the Virginia creeper. The surround-
ing forest in which we lived was a sorry sight. Those trees that bore 
foliage, of which there were many, had been ripped from their anchor-
age and lay with roots now acting as small vertical branches. A family 
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of fallow deer, the sire marked with a new scar down his flank, re-
turned to nibble at the shrubbery.  
 Perhaps I am the victim of a heightened imagination. Am I 
alone in wanting the moon to go on being a piece of green cheese 
over which a cow can jump, instead of it being a ball of barren, air-
less, crater-pitted rock – however big a step it might have been for 
Mankind?  
 Surely that owl was blessed with an unusual theatrical talent 
befitting his attributed wisdom. Did he not don his thespian mantle, 
seek the spotlight of a cluster of stars and with thoroughly rehearsed 
ad-lib, speak out with authority and effect to a heedful and captive 
audience? Shakespeare would have been impressed with this winged 
Prospero; for was not that straight, polished twig on the lawn his un-
broken staff? and that random piece of scrap paper lying under it, his 
book?  
       Ron Jamieson  A local author 
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Anniversaries 

 

 2018 (as any year) has many significant anniversaries and we will 
be celebrating them throughout the year - some in greater depth that 
others. So here is a taste of some occurring early in the year. 
50th 
 5 January 1968 - First televised broadcast of ‘Gardener’s World’ 
 4 April 1968 - Assassination of Martin Luther King 
75th 
 16-17 May 1943 - Dam Busters Raid 
 Bombing of the Môhne and Eder dams 
100th 
 6 February 1918 - Representation of the People’s Act.  
 Gave the right to women over the age of 30, who were either mar-
ried to a property owner or a University graduate, to vote.  This was only 
about 40% of all British women.  All men over 21 given right to vote 
 March 1918 - Outbreak of ‘Spanish’ ‘Flu 
 Possibly 100 million deaths world-wide (2-4% of world population) 
 21 March-5 April 1918 - German Spring Offensive on the 
Somme 
 1 April 1918 - Formation of the RAF 
 An amalgamation of the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) and the Royal 
Naval Air Service (RNAS) 
 23 April 1918 - Zeebrugge Raid 
 An attempt by the Royal Navy to block the Belgian port of Zee-
brugge/ Ostend which was used by Germans as a U-boat base.  Only 
partially successful.  Large numbers of casualties. Eight VCs awarded 
200th 
 1 January 1818 - Publication of ‘ Frankenstein’  by Mary Shelley 
  

Quiz answers 
1. Alexandra Mary  2. Jane Seymour  3. Alison Meggeson (we think!)  

4. Mother Teresa  5. Polonium & Radium  6. George Elliot  7. 18             

8.  Princess Anne (1971) & Zara Phillips (2006)  9. Margaret Thatcher  

10. 1928 (Only certain categories of women give it in 1918)  11. Anne  

12. Rev’d Libby Lane  13. Audrey Hepburn  14. 2 (Ruth & Esther)       

- 5 if Apocrypha included (Judith, Esther (more chapters) & Susanna) 

15. Miss World (1951) 



24 

 

 

FRIENDS 

 Our December meeting followed, what has become the pattern for our last 
meeting before Christmas and the New Year, no speaker, a festive meal, crackers 

and plenty of time for chatter and laughter. 
 For the first meeting of 2018 Brian Edwards gave us an enthralling and 

amusing talk on walking sticks. Brian now has over 260 sticks in his collection of 

which he brought 3 golf bags full to show us. Each of the sticks was different. The 
range of materials used in their production, the variations in their construction and, 

in the case of many, decoration made each of the sticks individual. Some of the 
sticks were a foil for a dagger or a sword hidden within the shaft of the stick while 

others had a useful device such as a compass or a pair of binoculars set into the 

handle. Others were items of real beauty but perhaps not very suitable as a walking 
aid. It was lovely to see so many unusual walking sticks and be able to hold and try 

them after the talk.  Here is a short extract from Brian’s The history of walking 
sticks and canes                                                                                        
 Quite possibly the first man who had difficulty in standing up straight took a  
stick -  a branch from a tree - to help stabilise himself. The design and function of 

the stick has developed over the centuries. Sticks are now made of ivory, whale-

bone, ebony and various other types of wood. Canes are made of rattan, bamboo 
and other sturdy reed plants.                                                                                            

 The first mention of a stick in our civilisation occurs in the book of Genesis: 
Cain killed his brother, Abel, with a stick. Some believe the name cane arose from 

this incident. Later Moses led his followers with a stick, and various leaders are of-

ten referred to as having an imposing staff. In the New Testament the stick be-
came an instrument of protection. A shepherd's staff later became a tau cross and 

then a bishop's crosier.                                                                                               
 In ancient Egypt a stick was an object of prime importance. Everyone used 

one, but they were not all the same shape. The form depended upon whether the 

owner was a shepherd, a merchant, a high dignitary, a priest, a Pharaoh, or even a 
god! The stick was a necessity not only in life, but also in death. It was placed in 

the coffin beside the mummy to help and protect the deceased on his travels. Some 
tombs even contained a great number of sticks - most notably that of Tutankha-

mun, where no less than 132 sticks were found.                                                              
 Sticks and staves are found in most ancient civilisations, often elaborately 

decorated, with various meanings and all kinds of uses. In the Middle Ages, no pil-

grim would be without his stick. Some, the forerunners of later gadget sticks, con-
tained useful hiding places for money, precious stones and secret weapons. It has 

even been suggested that the first silk-moth eggs were smuggled out of China hid-
den inside a pilgrim's cane.                                                                                                             

 Henry VIII carried a multi-purpose cane finished in gold which contained a 

perfume dispenser in the top, a pair of tweezers, two compasses of gold, a foot 
rule of gold, a knife and a file, and a 'haft' of gold. 
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Future events 
 Thursday 8th March  We are privileged to have as our speaker John 
Pett, an internationally re-known speaker, who happens to be an old School 
friend of Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby. He will talk on ‘Climate Change’ 
 Thursday 12th April . This will be the AGM and the re-scheduled 
talk by Peter Ball on recent biomedical developments. 

       Betty Wesley 
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Quiz - Women 

 
1. Apart from Elizabeth, what are the Queen’s other Christian names?  
2. Which of Henry VIII’s wives was mother of Edward VI? 
3. Who was the first woman elected to Langrish Parish Council? 
4. By what name is Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhui better known? 
5. Marie Curie discovered which 2 elements? 
6. What was the pen name of the English novelist Mary Ann Evans’? 
7. How old was Queen Victoria when she came to the throne? 
8. Which parent and child were the only people (separately) to win  

the BBC Sports Personality of the Year? 
9. Who was the ‘Iron Lady’? 
10. When, in Britain, were women given equal voting rights to men? 
11. Which Bronte sister wrote ’The Tenant of Wildfell Hall’? 
12. Who became the first female Anglican bishop in the UK? 
13. Who played ’Eliza Doolittle’ in the film of ’My Fair Lady’? 
14. How many books in the Bible are named after women? 
15. Which is the oldest running international beauty contest? 
   

 Answers Page 23   
 
 

Useful telephone Numbers 

 
 Police 101 (non 999 emergencies) or 01962 841534 
 
Community Support Officer—PCSO 11357 Tricia Gibbs 

Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
Mobile—07554 775 521 

East Meon Care Group 
 Provides transport to surgeries and hospital outpatients for the elderly 
and disabled.       
 To request transport—call 0705 017 7505 
 To offer to be a driver—contact Libby Swayne 823560 
Citizens Advice Bureau   
 www.adviceguide.org.uk                                                    
 Tel - 03444 111306 (landline)  0300 3300650 (mobiles)                  
 Petersfield appointments 710281 
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 FRIDAY 

Friday 20 April 10am - 7pm 
 

Saturday 21 April 9am - 4pm 
 

Sunday 22 April 10am - noon 
 2pm - 4pm  - Half price 
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Village Calendar 

MARCH 
8th  Langrish & Ramsdean Friends  
  7.30pm - Langrish House 
 
12th  Parish Council Meeting 
  7.30pm - Langrish House 
 
25th  Palm Sunday—Procession of Palms 
  9.00am - from Langrish Village Green 
 
30th  Good Friday—Walk of Witness 
  9.00am - Langrish to Warnford (See page 16) 
 
APRIL 
3rd  Messy Church 
  3.00 - 5.00pm - Langrish House 
 
12th  Langrish & Ramsdean Friends & AGM 
  7.30pm - Langrish House  
  
39th  Cluster Service      
  10.30am - Langrish Church 
 
MAY     
8th  Rogation Service 
  7.00pm - Butser 
 
14th  Parish Council AGM 
  6.00pm - Langrish House 
  Annual Parish Assembly 
  7.30pm - Langrish House 
 

Village Clean-up (very necessary!) & Village ?Bluebell Walk          
-  dates to be announced.                                                                                

Please watch out for flyers and the Website 
   
    

Unscheduled events in the interim will be posted on the Website  
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Bus Timetable  

(as of February 2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

No Sunday or Public Holiday service 
A - Only to Alresford 
s - School days only 
ns - Non schooldays only 
 

don’T geT caughT ouT 

 

 If like me you occasionally park in the Lidl's car park and after you've 
done your shopping in Lidl leave your car there while you nip into town to 
do a few errands, you may want to change your habits. This has just cost 
me £60 - in the small print on the parking notices, I have now discovered 
this is expressly forbidden and there is someone who hides behind a tree to 
watch for people leaving their cars. No leeway at all - my ticket was timed 
at just 2 minutes after my till receipt. I have appealed but I'm not holding 

my breath!                        Jon Allen 

From Petersfield 
Station 

Langrish to Win-
chester 

Langrish to Pe-
tersfield 

Weekdays Saturdays Weekdays Saturdays Weekdays Saturdays 

07.01 07.32 07.08 07.39 07.59 s  10.02 

07.21 A & s 10.32 07.28 A & s 10.39 08.02 ns 13.02 

08.32 13.32 08.39 13.39 10.02 16.02 

10.32 16.32 10.39 16.39 12.02 18.52 

14.32 ns  14.39 ns  1402  

14.37 A & s  14.44 A & s  1602  

15.32  s  15.39 s  17.52 ns  

16.32  16.39  17.57 s                                                                                          

18.21 A  18.29 A  18.52  
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Who’s Who 

 
Parish Council  
Mrs Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman & Tree Warden )      261354 
           e-mail r.radleysmith@gmail.com 
Mr Gary Hodgson (Vice Chairman, Roads & Footpaths)  267146    
Mrs Alison Meggeson                      264470 
Cdre David Mowlam             264592 
Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby            263374 
                   e-mail ntp@gva.co.uk 
Mr Ian Wesley (IT & Planning)                   231081  
                   e-mail ian.c.wesley@gmail.com 
Mrs Helen Marsh  (Clerk)                            823352 
    e-mail helenmarsh141@btinternet.com  
 
County & District Councillor 
Cllr Rob Mocatta 
  e-mail robert.mocatta@easthants.gov.uk  
 
 
Parochial Church Council  
Vicar   
Rev.d Jane Ball                                   823221 

  e-mail revjaneball@gmail.com 
Curate 
Rev’d Katy Garner            829995 
  e-mail revdrkatygarner@gmail.com  
Churchwardens 
Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby           263374 

  e-mail ntp@gva.co.uk 
Mrs Rosemary Hopewell           261354 
  e-mail  r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

 
Mrs Charlotte Denby (Hon. Secretary)  
Mr Jon Allen (Hon. Treasurer) 
Mrs Susan Ricketts (Deanery Synod Rep) 
Mrs Joy Sang (Deanery Synod Rep) 
Mrs Julie Blackwell  
Cdre David Mowlam (Electoral Roll Officer) 
Mrs Robina Talbot-Ponsonby 



31 

 

 

Langrish and Ramsdean Friends 
Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman)      261354 
   e-mail  r.radleysmith@gmail.com 
Doris Rattray (Hon.Treas.)                      823419 
   e-mail  doris.rattray@gmail.com  
Julie Blackwell                            263972       
Sylvia Deadman (Hon.Sec)                            265354 
 e-mail  sdeadman@toucansurf.com 
Roger Deadman          265354 
Jan Mallett             261201 
Chris Siddons                                   01243 538854 
Betty Wesley                                   231081 
 
 
Squeaker Committee 
                          
Mrs R Hopewell                                         261354 
   e-mail  rch.langrish@gmail.com 
Mrs Sylvia Deadman           265354 
Mrs Doris Rattray                           823419 
Mr Ian Wesley                  231081 

 
 
Langrish Primary School Governors       263883 
Mr James Greenwood - Co-opted Governor & Chair  
Ms Julie Gray - Parent Governor & Vice Chair  
Mrs Lade Barker - Co-opted Governor 
Miss Jenny Flack - Staff Governor 
Mr Ray Dudman - Parent Governor  
Mr Paul Savage - Co-opted Governor 
Mr Phil Shaw - Co-opted Governor 
Vacancy - Co-opted Governor 
Vacancy - Parent Governor 
Vacancy - LEA Governor 
Mrs Sarah Wright - Head Teacher 
 
Mrs Mary Downes- -Clerk to Governing Body 
Mr Gareth Baynham Hughes - Associate Member 
Mr Alan Burgess - Associate Member 
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Do you have a busy schedule? Unable to leave the 
house?  

Do you suffer from aches and pains?  
Why not see if Osteopathy can help? 

I will travel to you!  
 

Home visits in the Froxfield, Langrish and Privett areas  

Tuesday-Wednesday 10am-7.30pm 
 

Contact me to book an appointment or for further 

information: 
Emily Moss 

07504104981 
emilymoss@mossteopathy.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

PA / SECRETARIAL / BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION SERVICE 

 PA services 

 Typing and transcription 

 Web design and maintenance 

 Diary management 

 Marketing 

 General secretarial support 

 

Scribus offers a completely flexible approach to office 

administration. Whether you require a complete office 

management service or a one-off project, we can help. 

 

CONTACT SOPHIE RICHARDSON TODAY ON 01730 858324 OR 

07986 422621 

 

www.scribus.co.uk 
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    Rattray Tree Services 

 
    Thomas Rattray 

 
      Telephone 01730858943  

 or  07595401427 
                         
                          rattraytom@yahoo.co.uk 
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. Bespoke picture framing service. 
 All types of work undertaken, such as:   
watercolours, oils, pastels, charcoals,   
photos, embroidery, tapestry, etc. etc. 

 3-D art (such as medals, indentures,  
  even a cricket bat!) are our speciality  
 Picture restoration service. 
 Over 750 moulding samples. 
 Over 400 mount board samples. 
 25 years experience. 

 Collection and Delivery service avail-
able in the Langrish and Ramsdean 
area. 

 Guild Commended Framer. 
 All picture framing carried out  at our  
  workshop in Petersfield 
 
 

 Tel. 01730 269926. 

  www.petersfieldframing.co.uk 

Petersfield 
Framing  

Studios 
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Bricklaying and Building 

Contractor 

 

Geoff D. Cook 
From Home Extensions to Garden Walls 

Free Estimates 

Horndean 02392 595054 
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 Furniture 

 Bespoke Joinery 

 Courses 

 Sculptural Turning 

 Letter Carving 

 Consultation 

 Showroom 

 Commission 

 Handmade 

 Gifts 

 Tactile 

 Fluid 

 

COLIN NORGATE WORKSHOP 

 
Designer Maker in Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Workshop/Showroom open by appointment 

 
 

Contact: Colin–Colin Norgate Workshop 

The Barn, Manor Farm, Langrish, 

Petersfield GU32 1RG 

 
www.colinnorgate.co.uk 

enquiries@colinnorgate.co.uk 

 

Tel: 07796561260 
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Monthly evening meetings at East Meon Village Hall on 1st Mon-

day of the month from October to March, 7.15p.m. for a 7.30 

start. Outings and visits to local gardens and practical workshops 

organised during the summer months.  

Membership £5.00 per year. Something for all gardeners.  
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Sleepless Nights, Aching Muscles &                                                  
Stress  

are just some of the many things that can be helped by 
 

  REFLEXOLOGY  

 
Please contact Debbie Luff for further information and 
to book your first session on 
 
                  01730 823550  

 
    British Red Cross 
 

Various equipment is available for hire for the disabled, or those in 
need of equipment whilst having care in the home: Wheelchairs, 
bed tables, commodes and many more items are available 
from :The British Red Cross, The Health Centre, Dryden Close,  
Waterlooville, PO8 8JX 
Tel: 02392238108 
Open: Mon—Fri 10.00 to 12.00 am and 2pm-4pm 
Please ring before to find out more should you need any equip-
ment. 

 

NADFAS 

 
Alton Decorative and Fine Arts Society meets on 

the second Tuesday of each month at Alton 6th 
Form College at 7.15 for an 8pm lecture. Anyone 

Tel.:01420 23125 or 01420 83945 
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