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Home Farm Cottage 
Risen from the ashes! 
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 Editorial 

 
 I am going to be provocative and comment on a taboo sub-
ject, but one that everyone else seems to be mentioning too.  
 Christmas seems to have started even earlier this year. Shops 
were getting into Christmas mode in October; Sales have started to 
try and boost profits; Christmas lights were up and officially turned 
on in some parts of London by mid-November; and we haven’t 
even got to December yet.  I even read today that some of the 
major stores are promoting extra presents for Christmas Eve! And I 
haven’t even thought  of what to give to my friends and family yet! 
 As you will see on page 19, this is not an entirely new phe-
nomenon and problems have echoed down the ages. Concern was 
expressed as early as Elizabethan times about the goings-on 
around Christmas. Apart from mutterings nothing was done then. 
But come Cromwell and his Parliamentary Forces during the Civil 
War, drastic action was be taken not simply against the parts of 
Christmas festivities they disliked, but more than that - against the 
festival of Christmas itself.  Christmas was banned for 13 years. It 
was not  permitted to eat special food or have a good time. People 
had to work normally and open their shops. It could not even be 
celebrated in Church. The people did not like this but with the Res-
toration of the Monarchy in 1660, Christmas returned. 
 I am not advocating such drastic action, I am just reflecting! 
So have a good Christmas, don’t eat too much and have a happy 
and prosperous New Yew 
      Rosemary Hopewell  - Editor       
       November 2017 
 
Our thanks to the following contributors:- 
Articles  
 Jane Ball, Peter Ball, Anthony Berkeley, Julie Blackwell, Roger 
Deadman, Jeremy Mitchell, Betty and Ian Wesley 
Pictures 
 Jane Ball, Peter Ball, Anthony Berkeley, Julie Blackwell, the 
Editor 
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Parish and Community news                           

The Parish Council (PC) met on 11th September &  13th November 
 There are two important items of news to report.                                      

Traffic on the East Meon Road                             
 A second 2nd permanent SLR for the C28  has now been pur-
chased.  This will rotate between its current position and one near the bad 
bend near Cromwell House. The other will, as before, be moved regularly 
from near the Church and Langrish Hill 
Purchase of a defibrillator 
 A request was made to the PC by the Talbot-Ponsonbys on behalf of 
Langrish House and supported by the Rosemary Foundation, for a defibrilla-
tor for the Villages.  It was immediately agreed that we should obtain one. 
 While the PC was considering how this could be funded, we were ap-
proached by Roger Deadman, the previous Chairman of the PC, who was 
completely unaware of any discussion on the matter, offering to donate 
‘for the communities of Langrish and Ramsdean, within which he had lived all 
his life’, a defibrillator. This was to be donated through PHMT (see over-
leaf) of which he is chairman. A contribution was also made by Langrish and 
Ramsdean Friends. He felt, as did everyone else, that the ideal position for it 
would be on the wall of the Rosemary Foundation HQ building as this would 
be easy of assess for the potential main users and strategically placed be-
tween Langrish and Ramsdean.  We are all extremely grateful to Roger. 
 The defibrillator will be shortly mounted in the agreed position and we 
hope it will be ‘officially opened’ with due ceremony and publicity by 
Roger in the near future.    
 
 The next Parish Council meetings is on Monday 8th January at 
7.30pm at The Old Vicarage, Langrish. (please note)                             
     All are welcome 
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The Petersfield Heart & Medequip Trust 

 
  The Trust was started in 1988 - Petersfield Golf Club wanted to run 
a Pro-Am Golf tournament and needed to give the profit away to a good  
cause,  Liss Heart Trust had sufficient money and suggested that we  
start a similar Trust in Petersfield. 
    The Trust was started with four Trustees. Golf being the connection. 
 We learnt from Liss Heart Trust; PHMT have a wider mandate -we  
can supply any Medical equipment or services to the area covered by  
Petersfield Hospital. Liss can only supply equipment associated with he  
heart. 
       The first pieces of equipment were defibrillators for both of the  
Petersfield  GP practices. The third piece of equipment is still in operation  
today. We have purchased some major pieces of equipment such as an 
Echocardiograph which is based in the Grange surgery, and an ultra 
sound which is based in Petersfield hospital. We now have over 80  
pieces of equipment in use at a purchase cost of £400K. 
 Where do we get our funds from? Three sources. We raise it from  
Golf Tournaments, from donations or we have it left to us in wills and  
wishes. 
      We do not have much difficulty in spending it - we request the local  
surgeries and Petersfield Hospital to define the equipment they wish to  
have and are urgently required. 

 The equipment need not be expensive it just has to be needed for 
the purpose of alleviating pain and suffering to the people of the local 
community 
         We are a registered Charity and therefore do not pay VAT on any  
equipment  purchased. 
  PHMT is always looking for more money; the wish lists from local  
doctors and the hospital always exceed our funds. 
       Roger Deadman  (Chairman) 
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Underwood Cottage 

 

 Underwood Cottage is another of Langrish’s Grade 2 listed 
buildings. It has an exposed timber frame with upper panels of 
plaster and lower of painted brick, and other walling of painted 
brickwork. It has a thatched roof, half-hipped at the east end, 
hipped at the west and brought to a low eaves at the rear. It has 
small eyebrow dormers and a shafted chimney stack. 
 The cottage is thought to date back to 1660. The timber 
frame would probably have been constructed in a timber yard and 
assembled on site. Most of the beams are ships’ timbers. These 
would have been plentiful in Portsmouth’s shipyards and being sea-
soned were preferable to newly felled wood. Before the cottage 
was renovated there were no windows or doors in the back wall, 
i.e. the south side. During the years of the plague, houses were 
built facing north, without doors or windows in the south facing 
walls, lest they should admit infection thought to come from France 
on the south wind. The house is also built on the north side of the 
hill, again probably for protection from the plague. 
 The well, once the only source of water in the village, is lined 
with bricks to a depth of 15 feet which would have been its original 
depth. As the water table sank over the years it was deepened 
from time to time, by simply digging further down into the chalk; 
the brick lining was never extended. Today its depth is 66 feet, but 
during the Langrish floods in the autumn of 2000 the level of the 
water in the well was back up to 19 feet from the top. 
 It is thought that the cottage was built as two cottages and 
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an internal stone wall has been removed beside the first entrance 

door. The floor was lowered in 1939 to its present level. The ledge 

which runs round the dining room indicates that the floor was low-

ered by 12 inches. To the side of the fireplace is a bread oven which 

is part of the original construction of the cottage. 

         Ian Wesley 

 

Home Farm Cottage 

See Frontispiece 

 Anyone using the Langrish to East Meon road will have seen 
during the past few weeks that Home Farm Cottage has emerged 
from its shroud of scaffolding and plastic and that Cheryl and David 
Walder are now moving back in and lights are on in the house.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 It has taken 18 frustrating months for them for this to happen, 
during which they have maintained the garden immaculately in an-
ticipation, while for most of the time dealing with architects, plan-
ners and bureaucracy.                                                                                                 
 We all hope that they will love their ‘new’ home as they did 
the old one 
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Not the New Year resolutions! 

 
 I’m getting old and boring 
and too tired! Last year I went to 
bed and slept through the bong-
ing of Big Ben and the fireworks. 
What difference does New Year 
really make as one day follows 
another all the time? Why does 
the end of one year and the be-
ginning of another take on such 
significance? And why, oh why, is 

there this wonderful tradition of making New Year resolutions? It seems 
like a complete waste of time; we have these amazingly good ideas about 
trying to live more healthily, eat the right things, do a bit more exercise, 
maybe lose a bit of weight and then within weeks (or days if you’re really 
bad) they’ve all been broken and we might as well have not bothered. In 
fact, it seems as if – in some ways – you’re actually worse off because 
not only are you still overweight, eating/drinking the wrong stuff, not ex-
ercising, you can now add the sense of failure that you’ve not been able 
to achieve what you set out to do at the beginning of the year! 
 But…and there does have to be a but…I think there are some good 
reasons why the tradition of making resolutions at New Year persists. 
However much I might grumble, the change from one year to the next 
always feels significant. Sometimes we are glad to leave a year behind; 
maybe there have been aspects of that year that have left us feeling 
drained and worn out by life and the New Year brings with it a sense of 
hope and promise that maybe this 
year will be better. Our desire for a 
new diet or exercise or whatever it 
looks like for each of us can be a way 
of promising yourself that old, de-
structive habits can be replaced with 
a way of life that enables us to say, 
‘That was then and this is now.’  The 
New Year can also bring with it a 
sense of new opportunity and new 
challenge, take up a new hobby, go to 
new places, meet new people. The 
days ahead seem new and un-
touched. 
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 That’s all very good and positive but we are still left with the prob-
lem that, however good our intentions, resolutions can be very difficult 
to keep. I’d like to suggest an alternative. Why not sow some seeds? In 
January, we sow seeds inside so that they’re not killed by the cold 
weather. Seeds are often so tiny that it’s impossible to sow them indi-
vidually. Instead, you scatter them in the pot, gently water them and 
place the pot somewhere warm and light to help the seeds germi-
nate. The seeds don’t need a lot of maintenance, just an occasional 
sprinkling of water. They take a long time to develop, so there’s no point 
in getting impatient. If all the seeds germinate and you have a lot of 
plants in the small pot, it’s a good idea to remove quite a few so that the 
remainder can develop. Then who knows what might grow? 

 So why not sow some 
metaphorical seeds? By that, I 
mean dream a few dreams 
about what you might achieve 
this year, and what you’d like to 
happen if everything went well. 
What would you really like to 
achieve? Let the ‘seeds’ scatter 
randomly and allow yourself to 
get excited about the possibili-

ties. Write them all down and then put the note away somewhere safe. 
 There’s no need to revisit the list every day; just look at it every 
now and then. When you do so, think about which dreams have become 
a little more realistic. Maybe you can even get rid of those that you no 
longer fancy. There’s no pressure. Let time and circumstances lead your 
decision-making. There’s every possibility that some of the ideas and 
dreams that you had will turn into realities. 
 What makes this approach different from resolutions is that it 
starts with hope and excitement at the many possibilities rather than 
dread at the hard work of denial and the fear of failure. In addition, it 
allows for some of our plans to be discarded if they don’t appear rele-
vant any longer. There’s no place for a sense of failure. So, why not for-
get about making resolutions and plant a few seeds instead? 
 
 With love, 
 
 Jane 
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        Sunday 3rd December   
3pm Messy Christingle Making and Games – East Meon 

 4pm Christingle Service – East Meon 
 

Saturday 16th December 
 7pm   Carols in the Court Hall – East Meon 

 
Sunday 17thDecember 

(No 9.00am service) 
6.00pm    Traditional Lessons and Carols 

Followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
 

Christmas Eve – Sunday 24th December 
4.00pm ‘Scratch Nativity’ service 

Who would you love to be?  Everyone is invited to come dressed as                 
your favourite Nativity story character! 

(The carols will be accompanied by a small ‘orchestra’. If you play an in-
strument and would like to join in, please speak with Jane Sprinks on 

01730 264959.) 
Practice for the carols starts at 3.15pm 

 
11.30pm Midnight Mass at East Meon 

 
Christmas Day – Monday 25th December 

9.00am Family Eucharist 
 

Sunday 31st December 10.30am                                                           
Joint Family Eucharist for New Year at West Meon  

 
Sunday 7th January 
(No 9.00am service) 

4.00pm   Plough Sunday Service 
 

NB  7.00pm   Candlelit Compline at East Meon                                     
on Sunday 3rd & 10th December 

Church Notices 

  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiIxoWT1NzXAhWKuRQKHaPOA9wQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fchristmas-lights-clipart-image-16024%2F&psig=AOvVaw3gkfVZY57ctBYSOclvz5wT&ust=1511800032670101
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From the Registers 
Wedding 
  9th September - Richard David Murphy and Lucy Jane Jones  
Interment of Ashes 
 14th November - Patrick Alfred Dermott Matthew Fielder 
 
 

    Autumn Fair  

   

 Langrish House was the venue for our  Autumn Fair, a new depar-
ture from our Christmas Fayre of the previous two years. The Talbot room 
was set up on Sunday 5 November for 2 hour festivities, and what a suc-
cess it was. With support from local residents and visitors about £1800 
was raised for St. John the Evangelist Church Langrish. 
 Reverend Katy Garner, was thrilled to be supporting everyone tak-
ing part. She said, “It’s great to see the community pull together and both 
villages are committed in putting on a great event. We had a few extra 
attractions this year, lantern making for the children, and hot dogs.’ 
 It was an opportunity for local crafts as well as the traditional Lan-
grish Larder and home made cakes, candles, calendars, tombola and early 
Christmas gifts.  
 As well as hosting the venue, refreshments of mulled wine, coffee/
tea and biscuits were provided by Langrish House, and our thanks to 
them. Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby, was delighted with the turnout. ‘It’s a won-
derful opportunity for the village to get together and also for new visitors 
to experience the hospitality of Langrish House.’ 
 The entry raffle was won by Oneone McKellar of Petersfield, the 

Leader of the 1st Petersfield Scout pack (pictured below.)                                  

              Julie Blackwell 
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Chocolate 

 A few weeks ago some of us attended a 

chocolate demonstration at Langrish house which 

was fascinating. During the course of this we 

were told about the different kinds of chocolate 

beans; where they were grown; how the beans 

were processed and the percentage contents of 

different kinds of chocolate that are on the mar-

ket. Perhaps most interesting and informative 

were tips on how to melt chocolate to make vari-

ous delicious products and how to prepare the 

moulds into which to put them. 

 Chocolate is a crystal and any chocolate 

used is already crystallised. Overheating will dam-

age the crystals, so melting has to be very care-

fully done. Chocolate buttons are the best form of chocolate to use. The 

amount of heat needed varies, Dark chocolate has the highest melting point 

and White the lowest, but all are in the range of 28 – 31°C. There are 2 ½ 

methods of heating. First is in a microwave where the chocolate in a bowl 

should be heated for not more than 15 to 20 seconds on medium or high 

power. If it is not completely melted, and this is where the half comes in, use 

a hairdryer to apply gentle heat to melt the last few lumps as you stir the mix-

ture. The second method is to use a Bain Marie which heats the chocolate  

gently over steaming water. Remove and stir as soon as the chocolate ap-

pears melted. This process is called tempering and has been correctly carried 

out if the mixture sets on a pallet knife in five minutes. 

 We were also shown how to make a Ganache which is a mixture of 

chocolate and cream used for centres. This is quite easy. All you need is a 

mixture of 70g of whipping cream and 15g of glucose (obtained from any 

good chemist). These are boiled together, then cooled. If you are going to 

flavour your ganache, mix in for example, small quantities of Gran Marnier or 

Orange Essence oil. Then add 115 gm melted chocolate stirring all the time 

and then pipe into your mould. Ensure there are no peaks by using the back 

of a teaspoon to smooth. Make sure there is enough space to ‘top off’ with 

melted chocolate.  

 

 A more detailed recipe can be found on the website of                       

Chocolatecraft in Alresford, the founder of which was our demonstrator 
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The Mongol Rally  

 
 It’s not every day that you find yourself stranded in the Gobi 
Desert, 150 miles from civilisation, under a car kidding yourself that 
you know how to fix it. This summer I embarked on an adventure 
that took me through 21 different countries, 5 mountain ranges and 
4 deserts in a car that should never had made it. On the 17th July, I 
departed from Goodwood racecourse with no route, no plans and 
most worryingly of all, no mechanical expertise. 
 The most common phrase mentioned by everyone we met as 
part of the Mongol Rally was, ‘the rally starts in Mongolia’ and this 

could not have 
been truer. In fair-
ness, despite the 
occasional border 
mishap Europe was 
a breeze and an 
incredible nine 
days that saw us 
visit Ghent, Mu-
nich, Prague, Buda-

pest and the famous Transfǎgǎrǎsan Highway in Romania. 
I have to mention Georgia as it was by far my favourite country. 
The mountain pass from Turkey and into Georgia is an absolute 
must. Whilst camping 
in the Georgian coun-
tryside a local man 
drove right up to our 
campsite, jumped out 
of his van and started 
shouting at us in 
Georgian. We as-
sumed the worst. 
Once he realised we 
had no idea what he 
was saying he shot 
off in his van. Twenty 
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minutes later he returned with a hefty supply of dry logs for our di-
minishing campfire. A shot of vodka later and he raced off into the 
night. Georgia’s capital, Tbilisi, is incredible. The mixture of old and 
new coupled with incredible architecture and the best food I had all 
trip emphasises why it was such an incredible country. 
 Our patience and enjoyment for the adventure were well and 
truly tested in our crossing of the Caspian Sea to Turkmenistan. The 
ferry schedule from Baku to Turkmenistan, put simply, doesn’t exist; 
you show up at the port and wait until a boat appears. What in the-
ory should have been a day’s travel took us a week, a week that 
made every other time consuming aspect of the trip a breeze. 
 Turkmenistan was worth the wait. Ashgabat is by far the 
weirdest place I have ever been to and it is quite literally impossible 
to describe. We visited the “Gates of Hell” which is a giant crater in 
the desert that is constantly ablaze, letting out the most incredible 
and at times unbearable heat. You can set up camp as close as you 
dare and it was the most incredible experience. 
 The next country we explored was Uzbekistan and we immedi-
ately headed for the infamous Aral Sea. It was a long and poorly 
signposted drive to the old port town that has now been consumed 
by sand. We set up camp on what was once deep water and slept 
amongst the ships that had been left to rust as the sea retreated. It 
was an eerie and moving experience knowing how many people 
have been affected by this manmade disaster. 
After a relaxing week in Uzbekistan’s famous cities of Bukhara and 
Samarkand we headed for the challenge of Tajikistan, home to the 
Pamir Highway. At times the road was no wider than our car and we 
climbed to above 4000m boasting, in my personal opinion, the best 
views of the trip. We drove for days without seeing another car, ani-
mal or person and it felt as though we had the entire mountain 
range to ourselves. During the day the car became a sauna so pull-
ing over and going for a refreshing swim in the clear waters of the 
Pamir Rivers was a welcome relief. 
 Kazakhstan is vast and empty, yet somehow we were pulled 
over by the police 11 times. The standard procedure was to be 
flagged down, dragged to their office and pay $100. This was the 
only time the language barrier worked in our favour. The way out of 
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paying was to wait and by now we were champions of the waiting 
game thanks to our Caspian Sea experience. With all of our police 
‘incidents’ added together we were asked for about $1,000 of which we 
only paid $3. In the words of Borat himself, ‘great success’. 
 All that faced us now was Mongolia, home to the friendliest peo-
ple and the least amount of road. Faint tyre tracks would abruptly end 
in the middle of nowhere with no signs to guide you. Unsurprisingly, 
we became very lost and found ourselves climbing a dangerously steep 
hill that took us to three yurts which could not have been more in the 
middle of nowhere if they had tried. We were invited in for local tea, 
supper and a night’s sleep. Not a single word was understood between 
us and after being presented with yak stew everything we had heard 
about Mongolians came true. We sat in a circle on make-shift stools, 
drank and smoked the evening away listening to Mongolian rock music 
and laughing all evening. In the morning they sent us on our way, 
thankfully with some sort of direction to Ulan Bator. 
 Everything that could have gone wrong with the car, I promise 
you, went wrong and at this point in the trip it simply didn’t bother us. 
We had experienced so much joy, hardship, stress and relaxation that 
a faltering car became just another part of this amazing journey. How-
ever, what finally knackered our car was towing our friend’s car some 
200 miles through the desert. Our friend’s car eventually packed up 
and they had to put it on a lorry to reach the finish line. This left us 
150 miles from the finish, stranded in the Gobi Desert, under our car, 

kidding ourselves that we could fix 
it. Eventually, after the generosity 
and, more plausibly, the curiosity of 
the locals as to why four English 
people were driving through Mongo-
lia in the first place, we were towed 
to civilisation. With the end quite 
literally in sight we pushed our car 
to the finish line safe in the knowl-
edge that the rally really did start in 
Mongolia!     
                                          

        Anthony Berkeley 
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‘Our revels nOw are ended’ 

 “But especially in Christmas time there is nothing else used but 
cards, dice, tables, masking, mummling  bowling, and such like fooleri-
ers. And the reason is, for that they think they have a commission and 
prerogative at that time, to do what they list, and follow what vanity 
they will. But alas do they think that they are privileged at that time to 
do evil?… But what will they say? Is it not Christmas? Must we not be 
merry? …                                                                                                    
          Philip Stubbes 1583 – Anatomy of Abuses 

 “Forasmuch as the feasts of the Nativity of Christ, Easter, and 
Whitsuntide, and other Festivals commonly called Holy Days, have 
been heretofore superstitiously used and observed. Be it Ordained, by 
the Lords and the Commons in Parliament assembled, that the said  
Feast of the Nativity of Christ, Easter and Whitsuntide, and all other 
Festival days, commonly called Holy Days, been no longer observed as 
Festivals or Holy Days within this kingdom of England and Dominion of 
Wales.                                                                                     
           8 June 1647. An Ordinance for the Abolishing of Festivals 

 “Resolved by the Parliament: that the markets be kept tomor-
row, being the five-and-twentieth day of December… That all such 
persons as shall open their shops on that day be protected from wrong 
or violence, and the offenders punished. That no observation shall be 
had of the five-and-twentieth day of December, commonly called 
Christmas Day.                                                                                
                       24 December 1652.  An Ordinance of Parliament 

 “I went with my wife, etc. to London to celebrate Christmas Day. 
Mr Gunning preaching in Exeter Chapel… As he was giving us the holy 
Sacrament, the chapel was surrounded with soldiers: all the communi-
cants and assembly surprised and kept prisoners by them, some in the 
house, others carried away… These wretched miscreants held their 
muskets against us as we came up to receive the Sacred Elements, as 
if they would have shot us at the alter, but yet suffering us to finish 
the office of communion, as perhaps not in their instruction.                                                                           
    25 December 1657 – John Evelyn – diarist 
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Travels Around Taiwan by Train  

                          (Part 2) 

 

 In part 1, I described some of the history and geography 
of Taiwan and recounted our experiences in the capital, Taipei, 
plus our journey to the south of the island and our 5 days in 
Kending, in the south of Taiwan. 
 On Saturday 25  February, we travelled on to Hualien on 
the eastern side of the island, principally to visit the spectacular 
Taroko Gorge.  First we travelled by express coach to a small 
town called Fangliao about two thirds of the way back to Kaoh-
siung.  Here we caught an “express train” to a place called Tai-
tung.  As with our HSR tickets, I had been able to reserve and 
pay for our Taiwan Railways tickets before we left the UK.  This 
bought a very different travelling experience, though at only 
about £ 10 each, we could hardly complain.  The diesel loco 
pulling our train looked suspiciously like a refugee from a 
1960's American movie.  The carriages were probably also 
from the same era.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 On the first section of the line, going southeast along the 
coastal plain, I would estimate we managed roughly 50 mph.  
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However as the line climbed eastwards into the mountains, this 
dropped to nearer 30-40 mph.  We rapidly realised the “express” 
designation on this part of the journey referred to the relative 
number of stops (we passed quite a few mostly tiny stations 
along the line) not the speed of the train !  Still, we weren't in a 
rush and there were some spectacular views along the way. 
Arriving in Taitung around 1:00 pm after a roughly 100 mile, 3 
hour journey, we experienced our first rude awakening, after days 
of multilingual signs.  All the electronic train departure signs were 
in Chinese characters only !  Fortunately, times were displayed in 
Arabic numerals, so by checking for a train with the same depar-
ture time as ours (and showing our tickets to a railway official on 
the platform) we made it on to the “express” train from Taitung to 
Hualien.  This was slightly more modern than our previous train, 
although not much faster. 

 

 Having arrived around 4:00 pm in Hualien, we walked the 
short distance from the station to our hotel (the proximity of this to 
the station and the amount of English on their website having 
been key factors in choosing it). 
 We had a wonderful time exploring Hualien, including a trip 
to the Taroko Gorge and surrounding area and a half-day trip to 
Liyu Lake (complete with monkeys in the trees along the lake-
side).  Fully describing both of these places could cover many 
pages – so I won't.  I must mention briefly, though, two highlights.  
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The first was meeting the delightful Monica, our immensely help-
ful trilingual assistant manager in our previous hotel in Kending, 
on our way back to the hotel from a meal at a restaurant some 
distance away.  Although she had mentioned she would be visit-
ing her parents in Hualien, I cannot begin to calculate the odds 
against a chance meeting with her like this.  The second was a 
wonderful exhibit at Liyu Lake, explaining the geology of the area, 
plus a number of displays showing the incredible costumes worn 
by seven surviving tribes of the indigenous peoples, plus more 
information about their cultures. 
 On Wednesday 1 March, our short stay in Hualien was over 
and it was back to the station for our train to Taipei, going up the 
eastern side of the island. 
 

 

 

 

 As you can see from the photo, this was a much more mod-
ern train than the previous two.  Although who knows why “our” 
carriage had cartoons of London scenes on the side ? 
 This train was also nearer to the normal definition of 
“express”,  Although on the narrow gauge track used by Taiwan 
Railways, this proved to be not such a good thing.  At the roughly 
100 mph at which the train was travelling for large sections of the 
journey, the ride was rough, verging on precarious, with the car-
riages moving from side to side like a fairground ride.  However, 
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we arrived safely back at Taipei Central Station and, after a 
quick lunch, we returned to our hotel (the same one as be-
fore) using the trusty MRT. 
 After another four days in Taipei, including a trip to 
Yang Ming National Park (a currently inactive volcano with 
many hot springs and a few geysers) we travelled on to 
Hong Kong for a few days there.  However, that's another 
story – and didn't involve any train travel ! 
 Jan has described Taiwan as “China With Freedom” 
and – having spent time in Taiwan – one wonders how 
China would be today if Mao Tse Tung had not driven out 
Chiang Kai Shek.  Both were brutal dictators (the Taiwanese 
rank the latter as a fascist in from the same mould as Hitler, 
Mussolini and Franco).  Nevertheless, Taiwan today is a 
broadly democratic and open society contrasting strongly 
with the mainland.  
 We can only speculate. 
        Peter Ball 

 

Quiz answers 
1. Queensland & Northern Territories Aerial Services  2. Water 
displacement  3. United Nations International Children’s Emer-
gency Fund  (now designated United Nations Children's Fund but 
same acronym still used)  4. Light amplification by stimulated 
emission of radiation  5. National Aeronautics & Space Admini-
stration  6. Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa (the emerg-
ing economic nations)  7. Jodie Whittaker  8. George Gershwin  
9. Mick Jagger  10. Agatha Christie  11. Ringo Starr  12. Glasto  
13. Quebec  14. Denmark  15. 4  16. Percy Shaw (1934)                  
17. Raspberry Pi  18. Logarithms (1614)  19. Canada  20. Essex 
(some people say Cornwall)  21. Chile & Ecuador   22. Greenland 
(Australia is considered a continent)  23. Britain  24. Edinburgh  
25. Uranus  26. Cirrus  27. Mercury  28. Earth   29. Ganymede   
30. Clouds 
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FRIENDS 

 For a second year the weather for the Village Lunch was far 
from fine. At least the wind wasn’t as strong as it was last year and we 
were able to erect the gazebos to keep everyone reasonably dry. De-
spite the weather, everyone appeared to enjoy the food and the oppor-
tunity to chat and we were able to donate to Langrish Church £530.09 
from the proceeds. 
 Unfortunately our first autumn meeting was cancelled due to lack 
of numbers. Many people, myself included, failed to remember that the 
monthly meetings have reverted to the second Thursday of the 
month. This will continue to be the case for all the meetings 
scheduled for the 2017/2018 programme.  Peter Ball’s talk  is 
now re-scheduled for the April meeting.  He will be talking about the 
latest developments in bio medical research. This promises to be ex-
tremely interesting and should not be missed. 
 Our November talk by Michael Blackstad provided us with a 
resume of the Heritage funded research project “Farming In The Valley” 
that the East Meon History Group is currently carrying out. Langrish and 
Ramsdean were part of the East Meon Hundred until the 20th century.  
As part of Michael’s talk Ian Wesley gave a demonstration of the infor-
mation about farming, land use and land ownership in Langrish and 
Ramsdean that has been built up during the project.  
 
Future Events 
 The next meeting is our Christmas celebration and is on 
Thursday 14th December . As usual for this event there will be no 
speaker after the meal so there will be plenty of time to have a leisurely 
meal and a chat. 
Dates for Spring 2018 Meetings are: 
 Thursday 8th February   Brian Edwards will be introducing us 
to his large collection of walking sticks and telling us the stories be-
hind some of them. 
 Thursday 8th March  We are privileged to have as our speaker 
John Pett, an internationally renowned speaker, who happens to be an 
old School friend of Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby. He will talk on ‘Climate 
Change’ 
 Thursday 12th April . This will be the AGM and the re-

scheduled talk by Peter Ball . 
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 In the beginning there was Bordean House 

 Rather than some news from the nurses I thought I would share 
some information I gleaned from The Rosemary Foundation archives 
about Bordean House. 
 Built in 1611 for Sir Roger Langrishe, it remained unchanged as a 
large house beside the Petersfield to Winchester road for many years. 
Then, in 1863, the Basing Estate in nearby Privett was bought by William 
Nicholson. He had made a fortune from his company that sold gin and 
other spirits. He became a great benefactor in the local area, building 
many new houses on his farms and a magnificent new church for the 
parish. 
 In 1878 he bought Bordean House, enlarging it in 1911into the 
building that remains to this day and which stayed in Nicholson owner-
ship until after the Second World War. However, in the early part of that 
war it was requisitioned by the Royal Navy, following the heavy bombing 
of Portsmouth, and became home for part of the naval gunnery planning 
department. 
 When the Navy eventually left, the house was put on the market 
and was bought in 1949 by a Paris-based order of nuns, the ‘Oblates of 
the Assumption’, to run as a home for elderly catholic ladies. The draw-
ing room was converted into a chapel but little else in the house was 
changed. Outside, part of the garden was consecrated for use as a 
graveyard while the vegetable garden was privately let and became an 
excellent source of produce for the house. With over ten devoted nuns to 
carry out the domestic and caring-work needed in the house, it flour-
ished as a nunnery and retirement home for many years into the 1907s 
….. but that is another story….. 
This is an extract from an article put together in March 2011 by RW       

   Jeremy Mitchell.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rosemary Foundation 
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Quiz - Christmas holiday quiz 

A mixed bag! 
 

1. What does QANTAS stand for? 
2. What does the ‘WD’ in WD 40 stand for? 
3. What does the acronym UNICEF stand for? 
4. What does LASER stand for? 
5. What does NASA stand for? 
6. Who are BRICS? 
7. Who will become the 13th Dr Who? 
8. Who wrote the musical ‘Porgy and Bess? 
9. Who has been the lead singer of the Rolling Stones throughout their 

existence? 
10. Who wrote the long-running play ‘The Mousetrap’? 
11. Richard Starkey is the real name of which drummer? 
12. What is the informal name of Michael Eavis’ annual music festival? 
13. What word represents Q in the phonetic alphabet? 
14. Lego was originally designed in which country? 
15. Above which number on the keyboard does the dollar sign appear? 
16. Who invented ‘cat’s-eyes’? 
17. What is the best selling British computer? 
18. What did the mathematician John Napier invent? 
19. Which country in the world has the longest coastline? 
20. Which county in England has the longest coastline? 
21. Which 2 South American countries do not have a border with Brazil? 
22. Which is the largest island in the world? 
23. Which is the largest island in Europe? 
24. In which British city is the railway station named after a Sir Walter 

Scott novel? 
25. The moons Miranda, Ariel, Umbriel, Titanic, Oberon orbit which 

planet? 
26. Which clouds are sometimes called ‘Mare’s-tails’? 
27. Which is the smallest planet? 
28. Which is the only planet in our solar system not named after a 

Greco-roman deity? 
29. Which of the moons of Jupiter is the largest moon in the whole of 

the solar system? 
30. Nephology is the study of what? 

        
Answers Page 23  Don’t cheat!! 
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 Pop-up Bakery 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sarah Raisebeck has regular Pop-up bakery sale about once a month at 
her home, 5 Pond Cottages, Ramsdean.  (Next one 2nd December - see 
notice) 
 In addition she will be taking pre-orders for bread and desserts 
for Christmas.  (See Contacts on notice) 

 

Useful telephone Numbers 

 
 Police 101 (non 999 emergencies) or 01962 841534 
 
Community Support Officer—PCSO 11357 Tricia Gibbs 

Email—patricia.gibbs@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
Mobile—07554 775 521 

East Meon Care Group 
 Provides transport to surgeries and hospital outpatients for the eld-
erly and disabled.       
 To request transport—call 0705 017 7505 
 To offer to be a driver—contact Libby Swayne 823560 
Citizens Advice Bureau   
 www.adviceguide.org.uk                                                    
 Tel - 03444 111306 (landline)  0300 3300650 (mobiles)                  
 Petersfield appointments 710281 
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Village Calendar 
 

DECEMBER 
14th  Langrish & Ramsdean Friends  
  7.30pm - Langrish House  (Christmas Celebratory meal) 
 
17th  Service of Lessons and Carols (with East Meon) 
  6.00pm - Langrish Church 
 
24th  Scratch Nativity Family Service (Christmas Eve) 
  4.00pm - Langrish Church 
   
  Midnight Mass 
  11.30pm - East Meon 
 
25th  Christmas Day Service 
  9.00am - Langrish Church 
   
31st  Joint Service 
  10.30am - East Meon) 
 
JANUARY 
1st  Walk 
  Morning - centred on Pub with No Name 
 
7th  Plough Sunday Service 
  4.00pm - Langrish Church 
 
8th  Parish Council Meeting 
  7.30pm - Old Vicarage, Langrish  (please note) 
 
FEBRUARY 
8th  Langrish & Ramsdean Friends 
  7.30pm - Langrish House 
   
MARCH 
8th  Langrish & Ramsdean Friends  
  7.30pm—Langrish House 
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Bus Timetable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Sunday or Public Holiday service 
a - Only to Alresford 
s - School days only 
ns - Non schooldays 

 

new Year’s daY walk 

 
  We are thinking of having a walk on the morning of New Year’s 
Day for anyone that is interested and at a loose end.  Anyone from 
Langrish and East Meon (and further afield) are welcome. It will be 
centred on the Pub with No Name. We will drive there and walk a 
circuit of 2-4miles and then have lunch.                                                                     
 For further details and if you are interested, please contact Rose-
mary Hopewell on 261354 or r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

From Petersfield 
Station 

Langrish to Win-
chester 

Langrish to Pe-
tersfield 

Weekdays Saturdays Weekdays Saturdays Weekdays Saturdays 

06.58 07.28 07.06 07.36 07.50 s  09.58 

07.18 a & s 10.28 07.26 a& s 10.36 07.58 ns 12/58 

08.28 13.28 08.36 13.36 09.58 15.58 

10.28 16.28 10.36 16.36 11.58 18.48 

14.28 ns  14.36 ns  13.58  

14.33 a & s  14.41 a& s  15.58  

15.28  s  15.36 s  17.48 ns  

16.28  16.36  17.53 s                                                                                          

18.18  18.24  18.48  
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whO’s whO 

 
Parish Council  
Mrs Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman & Tree Warden )      261354 
           e-mail r.radleysmith@gmail.com 
Mr Gary Hodgson (Vice Chairman, Roads & Footpaths)  267146    
Mrs Alison Meggeson                      264470 
Cdre David Mowlam             264592 
Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby            263374 
                   e-mail ntp@gva.co.uk 
Mr Ian Wesley (IT & Planning)                   231081  
                   e-mail ian.c.wesley@gmail.com 
Mrs Helen Marsh  (Clerk)                            823352 
    e-mail helenmarsh141@btinternet.com  
 
County & District Councillor 
Cllr Rob Mocatta 
  e-mail robert.mocatta@easthants.gov.uk  
 
 
Parochial Church Council  
Vicar   
Rev.d Jane Ball                                   823221 

  e-mail revjaneball@gmail.com 
Curate 
Rev’d Katy Garner            829995 
  e-mail revdrkatygarner@gmail.com  
Churchwardens 
Mr Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby           263374 

  e-mail ntp@gva.co.uk 
Mrs Rosemary Hopewell           261354 
  e-mail  r.radleysmith@gmail.com 

 
Mrs Charlotte Denby (Hon. Secretary)  
Mr Jon Allen (Hon. Treasurer) 
Mrs Susan Ricketts (Deanery Synod Rep) 
Mrs Joy Sang (Deanery Synod Rep) 
Mrs Julie Blackwell  
Cdre David Mowlam (Electoral Roll Officer) 
Mrs Robina Talbot-Ponsonby 
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Langrish and Ramsdean Friends 
Rosemary Hopewell (Chairman)      261354 
   e-mail  r.radleysmith@gmail.com 
Doris Rattray (Hon.Treas.)                      823419 
   e-mail  doris.rattray@gmail.com  
Julie Blackwell                            263972       
Sylvia Deadman (Hon.Sec)                            265354 
 e-mail  sdeadman@toucansurf.com 
Roger Deadman          265354 
Jan Mallett             261201 
Chris Siddons                                   01243 538854 
Betty Wesley                                   231081 
 
 
Squeaker Committee 
                          
Mrs R Hopewell                                         261354 
   e-mail  rch.langrish@gmail.com 
Mrs Sylvia Deadman           265354 
Mrs Doris Rattray                           823419 
Mr Ian Wesley                  231081 

 
 
 
Langrish Primary School Governors       263883 
James Greenwood - Chair  
Julie Gray - Vice Chair  
Lade Barker - Co-opted 
Phil Shaw - Co-opted 
Miss Jenny Flack - Staff Representative 
Gareth Baynham Hughes - Parent Representative 
Mr Ray Dudman - Parent Representative 
Paul Savage - Parent Representative 
Vacancy - Local Authority Representative 
Vacancy - Local Authority Representative 
Mrs Sarah Wright—Head Teacher 
Mrs Mary Downes—Clerk 
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Do you have a busy schedule? Unable to leave the 
house?  

Do you suffer from aches and pains?  
Why not see if Osteopathy can help? 

I will travel to you!  
 

Home visits in the Froxfield, Langrish and Privett areas  

Tuesday-Wednesday 10am-7.30pm 
 

Contact me to book an appointment or for further 

information: 
Emily Moss 

07504104981 
emilymoss@mossteopathy.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

PA / SECRETARIAL / BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION SERVICE 

 PA services 

 Typing and transcription 

 Web design and maintenance 

 Diary management 

 Marketing 

 General secretarial support 

 

Scribus offers a completely flexible approach to office 

administration. Whether you require a complete office 

management service or a one-off project, we can help. 

 

CONTACT SOPHIE RICHARDSON TODAY ON 01730 858324 OR 

07986 422621 

 

www.scribus.co.uk 
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    Rattray Tree Services 

 
    Thomas Rattray 

 
      Telephone 01730858943  

 or  07595401427 
                         
                          rattraytom@yahoo.co.uk 
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. Bespoke picture framing service. 
 All types of work undertaken, such as:   
watercolours, oils, pastels, charcoals,   
photos, embroidery, tapestry, etc. etc. 

 3-D art (such as medals, indentures,  
  even a cricket bat!) are our speciality  
 Picture restoration service. 
 Over 750 moulding samples. 
 Over 400 mount board samples. 
 25 years experience. 

 Collection and Delivery service avail-
able in the Langrish and Ramsdean 
area. 

 Guild Commended Framer. 
 All picture framing carried out  at our  
  workshop in Petersfield 
 
 

 Tel. 01730 269926. 

  www.petersfieldframing.co.uk 

Petersfield 
Framing  

Studios 
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Bricklaying and Building 

Contractor 

 

Geoff D. Cook 
From Home Extensions to Garden Walls 

Free Estimates 

Horndean 02392 595054 
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 Furniture 

 Bespoke Joinery 

 Courses 

 Sculptural Turning 

 Letter Carving 

 Consultation 

 Showroom 

 Commission 

 Handmade 

 Gifts 

 Tactile 

 Fluid 

 

COLIN NORGATE WORKSHOP 

 
Designer Maker in Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Workshop/Showroom open by appointment 

 
 

Contact: Colin–Colin Norgate Workshop 

The Barn, Manor Farm, Langrish, 

Petersfield GU32 1RG 

 
www.colinnorgate.co.uk 

enquiries@colinnorgate.co.uk 

 

Tel: 07796561260 
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Monthly evening meetings at East Meon Village Hall on 1st Mon-

day of the month from October to March, 7.15p.m. for a 7.30 

start. Outings and visits to local gardens and practical workshops 

organised during the summer months.  

Membership £5.00 per year. Something for all gardeners.  



40 

 

 



41 

 

 

Sleepless Nights, Aching Muscles &                                                  
Stress  

are just some of the many things that can be helped by 
 

  REFLEXOLOGY  

 
Please contact Debbie Luff for further information and 
to book your first session on 
 
                  01730 823550  

 
    British Red Cross 
 

Various equipment is available for hire for the disabled, or those in 
need of equipment whilst having care in the home: Wheelchairs, 
bed tables, commodes and many more items are available 
from :The British Red Cross, The Health Centre, Dryden Close,  
Waterlooville, PO8 8JX 
Tel: 02392238108 
Open: Mon—Fri 10.00 to 12.00 am and 2pm-4pm 
Please ring before to find out more should you need any equip-
ment. 

 

NADFAS 

 
Alton Decorative and Fine Arts Society meets on 

the second Tuesday of each month at Alton 6th 
Form College at 7.15 for an 8pm lecture. Anyone 

Tel.:01420 23125 or 01420 83945 
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